
Protesters demand 
probe into Canada 
indigenous schools
OTTAWA: Hundreds of protesters in Canada’s
capital called on Saturday for a probe into a board-
ing school system for indigenous children, as out-
rage built after the discovery of hundreds of
unmarked graves at several of the facilities. Until the
1990s, some 150,000 indigenous, Inuit and Metis
youths were forcibly enrolled in the schools, where
students were physically and sexually abused by
headmasters and teachers who stripped them of
their culture and language.

“Indigenous Peoples need truth and justice,” MP

Mumilaaq Qaqqaq wrote on Instagram. “That
means a special prosecutor and a fully-funded inde-
pendent investigation, with international observers
present, into Canada’s crimes against Indigenous
Peoples,” she added, calling on Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau and Justice Minister David Lametti
“to stop making excuses” and launch a probe.

The demonstrators gathered on Parliament Hill in
Ottawa after two lawmakers from the left-wing New
Democratic Party (NDP) called for a protest. The
NDP called on Trudeau’s government in early July to
appoint a special prosecutor to lead an independent
investigation into the country’s painful history of
residential schools for indigenous children. “People
have been shocked by the number of graves that
have been found... These are not accidents, these are
not tragedies they represent a policy that was about
the destruction of a people,” NDP lawmaker Charlie
Angus told public broadcaster CBC. —AFP

Albanian women, 
children return 
from Syria camps
TIRANA: Albania repatriated five women and 14
children yesterday from camps in Syria that house
family members of former jihadist fighters, prime
minister Edi Rama said. Since the March 2019 fall of
the Islamist State militant group’s last stronghold,
local Kurds who led the anti-jihadist fight have been
calling for the repatriation of thousands of foreign
women and children held in overcrowded camps.

But most countries are reluctant to take back
their citizens. According to official figures, 144
Albanians  left to fight in Syria and Iraq between
2012 and 2014. Many of the men were killed and
their relatives in Albania believe that some 30 moth-
ers and children are stuck in the camps. “Getting
these children and women out of hell was a very
complicated operation,” Rama told reporters during
a visit to Lebanon yesterday.

He said they would be taken to a shelter for med-
ical and psychological examinations before a deci-

sion is made on whether to allow them to rejoin
their families. Albanian officials said repatriations
would continue, but added they could not confirm
the exact number of those remaining because the

situation changed regularly. Last week, neighboring
North Macedonia and Kosovo repatriated 34
nationals from Syria, including men suspected of
fighting for the Islamic State militant group. — AFP

JERUSALEM: Prime Minister Naftali Bennett said
yesterday Zionist entity had “evidence” Iran was
behind the deadly tanker attack off Oman despite
its denials, and warned his country could “send a
message” in retaliation. Bennett’s statement came
after Iran rejected Zionists’ “baseless accusations” it
was responsible for the attack that killed two crew-
men, and Tehran vowed to defend its interests after
its arch-foe pushed for UN action against it.

“The intelligence evidence for this exists and we
expect the international community will make it
clear to the Iranian regime that they have made a
serious mistake,” the Zionist premier said at the
weekly cabinet meeting in remarks conveyed by his
office. “In any case, we know how to send a mes-
sage to Iran in our own way.”

The MT Mercer Street, managed by prominent
Jewish billionaire Eyal Ofer, was struck Thursday off
the Omani coast. A British security guard and a
Romanian crew member were killed in what the US
military and the vessel’s operator Zodiac Maritime
said appeared to be a drone strike.

Earlier yesterday, Iran denied involvement in the
attack, with foreign ministry spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadeh saying Israel “must stop such baseless
accusations”, and noting “it is not their first time to
direct such accusations at Iran”.

“Iran will not hesitate for a moment to defend
its... interests and national security,” Khatibzadeh
added in a televised press conference.

In Jerusalem, Bennett slammed Iran’s “cowardly”
denial, saying he could “determine with absolute
certainty that Iran carried out the attack against the
ship”. “Iran’s aggressive conduct is dangerous not
only to us, but also harms global interests, freedom
of navigation and international trade,” he said.

On Saturday, US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken spoke to Zionist Foreign Minister Yair Lapid
and agreed to work with other allies “to investigate
the facts, provide support, and consider the appro-
priate next steps”, a State Department statement
said. Maritime industry analysts Dryad Global said
the attack was the fifth against a ship connected to
Israel since February. The oil products tanker was
travelling from Dar es Salaam in Tanzania to
Fujairah in the United Arab Emirates with no cargo
aboard when it was hit, Zodiac Maritime said.

Tit-for-tat attacks 
In recent months, there have been several

reported attacks on Iranian ships that Tehran has
linked to the Jewish regime. In March, Iran’s foreign
ministry said it was “considering all options” in
response to an attack on a cargo ship in the
Mediterranean it blamed on Zionist entity.

And in April, Tehran said its freighter Saviz was
hit by an “explosion” in the Red Sea, after media
reports said Zionist had struck the ship. The New
York Times reported at the time that the Saviz had
been targeted in a Zionists “retaliatory” attack after

“Iran’s earlier strikes on Zionists ships”.
It came at a time of heightened tensions between

the foes, with reports of a series of tit-for-tat strikes
on shipping since early March. In a report published
in March that cited US and Middle East officials, the
Wall Street Journal said Zionist state has targeted at
least a dozen vessels bound for Syria, mostly carry-

ing Iranian oil, since late 2019. 
“The occupier regime knows that such (accusa-

tions) will not fix its problems. Whoever sows the
wind reaps the whirlwind,” Khatibzadeh said. Iran
has also accused Zionists of being behind sabotage
attacks against its nuclear sites, and killing a num-
ber of its scientists. — AFP
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Tehran rejects ‘baseless accusations’ amid war of words

Zionists claim evidence linking 
Iran to deadly tanker attack

Mexico votes on 
prosecuting 
ex-presidents
MEXICO CITY: Mexicans voted yesterday in
a national referendum promoted by President
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador on whether to
investigate and prosecute his predecessors for
alleged corruption. Lopez Obrador, a self-
styled anti-graft crusader, says the public con-
sultation will strengthen participatory democ-
racy, but critics see it as little more than a
political stunt.

To be binding, 37.4 million people — 40
percent of the electoral roll-must participate,
but many voters appear unenthusiastic. While
the “yes” vote could win up to 90 percent, it
will be difficult to achieve even 30 percent
turnout, said Roy Campos, director of the
polling company Mitofsky.

Rosario Gomez is among those who plan to
vote at one of 57,000 ballot boxes set up by
the electoral institute, compared with more
than 160,000 for June’s legislative and local
elections. “It’s about time these thieves pay!”
the 52-year-old market vendor said.

‘Political circus’ 
Mexico is ranked 124th out of 179 on

Transparency International’s world corruption
perceptions index. But former presidents can
be tried like any other citizen and critics argue
that the referendum is unnecessary. “Waiting
for the results of a consultation is making jus-
tice a political circus,” said Jose Miguel
Vivanco, regional director of New York-based
Human Rights Watch.

Former National Electoral Institute presi-
dent Luis Carlos Ugalde argued that if the
prosecution has evidence against the ex-presi-
dents, it’s not necessary for “the people to tell
you yes or no.” Although the vote was Lopez
Obrador’s brainchild, he has ruled out voting
himself because he does not want “corrupt and
hypocritical conservatism” to accuse him of
vindictiveness. The referendum question pro-
posed by Lopez Obrador named five prede-
cessors-Carlos Salinas, Ernesto Zedillo,
Vicente Fox, Felipe Calderon, and Enrique Pena
Nieto, whose terms in power stretched from
1988 to 2018.

Lopez Obrador has accused them of presid-
ing over “excessive concentration of wealth,
monumental losses to the treasury, privatiza-
tion of public property, and widespread cor-
ruption,” drawing angry denials. In the end, the
Supreme Court modified the referendum ques-
tion for a more ambiguous alternative. “It’s not
very sexy. Not even the lawyers understand it,”
analyst Paula Sofia Vazquez told AFP.

‘Final straw’ 
The question reads: “Do you agree or not

that the pertinent actions be carried out, in
accordance with the constitutional and legal
framework, to undertake a process of clarifica-
tion of the political decisions made in the past
years by the political actors, aimed at guaran-
teeing justice and the rights of potential vic-
tims?” Lopez Obrador has overseen a series of
referendums since taking office on controver-
sial issues including his “Maya Train” railroad
project and canceling a partially finished airport
for Mexico City. The result of yesterday’s vote
was expected to be known between 48 and 72
hours after polls close at 6 pm (2300 GMT).
Omar Garcia, a survivor of the disappearance
and presumed murder of 43 students in 2014,
allegedly at the hands of corrupt police and
drug traffickers, said listening to the people was
valid even if it was not binding. — AFP 

AT SEA: This handout photo courtesy of US Navy and made available shows (left to right) French navy frigate FS
Languedoc (D653), guided-missile destroyer USS Halsey (DDG 97), and aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76)
steaming in formation in the Arabian Sea. — AFP

QAMISHLI, Syria: Members of Kurdish security forces accompany Albanians who were detained at the Al-Hol
camp for displaced families accused of being related to the Islamic State (IS) group, before handing them
over to a delegation from their country in Syria’s northeastern city of Qamishli. —AFP

OTTAWA: Mary Simon is sworn in as the first indigenous Governor General as her husband Whit Fraser, Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau, and his wife Sophie look on during a ceremony in Ottawa, Ontario. —AFP

Nigeria suspends 
cop indicted in 
US fraud trial
LAGOS: A senior police officer in Nigeria has
been suspended after a social media celebrity
standing trial in the US accused him of being com-
plicit in fraud.

Deputy Police Commissioner Abba Kyari was
implicated by Nigerian influencer Ramos Abbas,
known as Hushpuppi, who pleaded guilty to money
laundering and other crimes, prompting the police
to launch an investigation.

The Nigeria police service commission said
Kyari’s suspension on Saturday “would subsist
pending the outcome of the investigation in respect
of his indictment by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation of the United States.”

The commission also directed the head of the
force “to furnish it with information on further
development on the matter for necessary further
action.” The police said they were committed “to
the pursuit of justice” in the matter.

The FBI said on Wednesday that Hushpuppi’s
crimes cost his victims almost $24 million in total.
The 37-year-old, known for showing off a lavish
lifestyle on social media, was part of “an elaborate
scheme to steal more than $1.1 million from a busi-
nessperson attempting to finance the construction
of a school for children in Qatar,” the FBI said.

The statement added that Abbas pleaded guilty
to his part in the school financing scam “as well as
several other cyber and business email compromise
schemes”.

According to the FBI, citing court documents,
Abbas confessed to paying Kyari a bribe for the
arrest of a former associate, Kelly Chibuzo Vincent.

“Kyari is a highly decorated deputy commission-
er of the Nigeria Police Force who is alleged to
have arranged for Vincent to be arrested and jailed
at Abbas’ behest,” the FBI wrote, citing an affidavit.

“Kyari also allegedly sent Abbas bank account
details for an account into which Abbas could
deposit payment for Vincent’s arrest and imprison-
ment.” Kyari, who is celebrated for exposing several
high-profile crimes in Nigeria, has denied the alle-
gations against him. — AFP

Scuffles in Berlin 
as COVID skeptics 
defy protest ban
BERLIN: Hundreds of anti-lockdown demonstra-
tors defied a court-ordered protest ban on Sunday
and gathered illegally in the streets of Berlin, result-
ing in scuffles with police. Police said some protest-
ers had “harassed and attacked” officers in the cap-
ital’s western Charlottenburg district and ignored
roadblocks. “They tried to break through the police
chain and pull out our colleagues. This led to the
use of irritants, batons and physical violence,”
Berlin police tweeted.

Several people were arrested, they added. The
protest was called by the “Querdenker” (Lateral
Thinkers) movement, which has emerged as the
loudest voice against Germany’s coronavirus
restrictions. Judges had banned several of its
planned demos this weekend, including one for
Sunday that was meant to draw some 22,500.

The court said it could not allow the rallies to go
ahead over fears participants would flout rules on
mask wearing and social distancing, at a time when
Germany’s infection numbers are on the rise again.

Berlin police deployed more than 2,000 officers
in riot gear across the city, in anticipation of pro-
testers gathering despite the ban. Some of the
demonstrators held up signs saying “Freedom” and
“No to the corona dictatorship”, with very few
masks seen among the crowds. Germany’s
Querdenker movement has drawn in a mix of peo-
ple, including anti-vaxxers and conspiracy theorists
as well as members of the far-right Alternative for
Germany (AfD). Querdenker protests have drawn
thousands, at times tens of thousands, but are often
broken up early for violating virus rules. Several of
the demos have descended into violence. — AFP 


