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Established 1961 

Kuwait’s foreign 
policy played great 
role in liberation
KUWAIT: Kuwait marks today the 31st anniversary of the
Iraqi Invasion, as the world remembers the sacrifice of
Kuwaiti people to defend their land. On this occasion,
Kuwaitis remember the efforts of late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, late Father Amir Sheikh Saad Al-
Abdullah Al-Sabah, late Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and late former minister and ambassador
Sheikh Saud Al-Nasser Al-Sabah, who played a big role in
liberating Kuwait.

Since the country’s independence in 1961, Kuwait
worked on developing its foreign policy based on trans-
parency, neutrality and dialogue. According to Dr Suleiman
Al-Shaheen in his book on Kuwait’s diplomacy, he noted
that the country focuses on developing economy to serve
the political side, as well as humanitarian work and devel-
opment projects around the world. In a previous interview
with KUNA, director general of Sheikh Saud Nasser Al-
Sabah Kuwait Diplomatic Institute Ambassador Abdulaziz
Al-Sharekh said that decades of diplomatic efforts and
transparency made Kuwait a country that is highly respect-
ed by the world. Protecting the country’s security and sta-
bility through developing cooperation and ties with other
countries and maintain a wise relation with everyone had
always been Kuwait’s first priority, he said.

During the Iraqi Invasion, the world stood with Kuwait
to regain its freedom, as countries never forgot Kuwait’s
generous aid, donations and humanitarian projects
throughout the years through the Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development (KFAED), Sharekh added. Prior to
the invasion, Iraq was continuously escalating media cam-
paigns against Kuwait, until the disaster occurred on
August 2nd, 1990. Kuwait’s government exerted great
efforts to rally support of the international community in the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) and the meeting
of the Non-Aligned Movement foreign ministers on 5
October, 1990.

Kuwait called on the international community to imple-
ment the UNSC’s resolution 660 issued on August 3,
demanding withdrawal of Iraqi troops from Kuwait and
paying compensations to Kuwait for the economic and
social damage of the invasion. The US and the then Soviet
Union condemned the invasion and called on Iraq to with-
draw its troops immediately, while foreign ministers of
Muslim states also demanded withdrawal during their
meeting in Cairo, Egypt. The US also presented a bill to the
UNSC to impose economic and military sanctions on Iraq
to force it to withdraw the troops from Kuwait. The bill was
approved by the UN and was issued as resolution 661, fol-
lowed by resolution 662 which refused Iraq’s step to annex
Kuwait, calling on all countries and international organiza-
tions to disapprove it.

During that time, many countries agreed on sending
their troops to the region as a step to resolve the situation,
as Arab and foreign armies arrived in Saudi Arabia, forming
an international alliance to liberate Kuwait. The UNSC then
issued resolution 674 as the world’s five great powers
approved using military force against Iraq. At the end of
November 1990, UNSC issued resolution 677, warning Iraq
against eliminating the Kuwaiti identity and attempting to
replace it with the Iraqi one. The council also issued resolu-
tion 678, giving Iraq an ultimatum until January 15, 1991 to
withdraw its army or face war.

On 17 January, the troops of the international coali-
tion to liberate Kuwait launched a military offensive on
Iraqi locations in Kuwait and Iraq, including military
bases, command centers, bridges, water stations and
power plants. Then US President George Bush, now
deceased, gave the green light to coalition leader
Norman Schwarzkopf to begin land military opera-
tions. The operations began on 24 February, 1991, with
the troops of 30 countries who destroyed the Iraqi
army in Kuwait, liberating the country after 210 days of
occupation.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: Canada’s Ambassador to Kuwait Louis-Pierre Emond visited
Kuwait Times yesterday and discussed issues of mutual concern with
Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets the
United Nations General Assembly President of the 75th session Volkan
Bozkir. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti people still remember the
pain and horror felt when the Iraqis invaded their
country some 31 years ago. This event prompted
many authors to document such sorrowful historic
act, deeming it as vital for future generations. In
various interviews, the authors stressed that docu-
menting Kuwait’s most darkest hours did not come
as easy with many of them finding it difficult to
process the emotions describing the horrific events
of the invasion.

Nasser Salmeen, a retired Colonel of the Kuwaiti
army and a POW during the invasion, said that the
journey of writing a book about the invasion start-
ed as a blog in one of the social media sites. The
memoirs and photos of the 238 days of captivity
were collected in the book “Diary of a Kuwaiti in
Iraqi prisons-We will not forget,” revealed Salmeen
who was encouraged by the positive feedback from
families and friends to publish a book about his bit-
ter experience. “My goal is documenting the inva-
sion for future generations so it would not be for-
gotten,” affirmed Salmeen, adding that what he and
others went through, as POWs should be highlight-
ed for others.

Similarly, author Mohammad Jamal published his
book “Kuwait and the days of invasion,” a testament
to the heroism of the Kuwaiti people against their
unlawful Iraqi aggressors. “The book is dedicated to
the Kuwaiti resistance and the international commu-
nity’s stance with the rights of Kuwait,” Jamal com-
mented on his publication. He said that he wanted to
relate to the world the suffering of the people of
Kuwait during the invasion so that no one would for-
get what had occurred. Another author, Salah Al-
Ghazali, preferred to focus on how Kuwaitis admin-
istered the country from within and abroad in his
book “Kuwait’s fourth protective wall.”

Despite Iraqis’ controlling the entire country
through their horrific invasion and occupation,
Kuwaitis from within managed to run the country in
coordination with the lawful government abroad,

revealed Ghazali who was himself a POW. On writ-
ing the book, Ghazali said that he had number of
correspondence, reports, and letters from the
Kuwaiti resistance digitally saved, adding that the
documents contained data displaying civilian and
military correspondence amongst Kuwaitis within
and their government abroad. There were struggles
in digitizing the documents, indicated the author,
revealing that his first mission after the invasion was
to travel to Dubai, the UAE, to purchase a computer.
A number of 77 leading figures, from various back-
grounds, helped in documenting and publishing the
book, Al-Ghazali noted.

Meanwhile, author Major General Hussein
Malallah focused his documentation on exposing
the crimes of the Iraqi army in his book “Iraq’s war
criminals during the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait.” The
first portion of the book dealt with international
conflicts and means to resolve them within the
framework of the UN, Arab League, and Islamic
law. The second part touched on the acts of the
Iraqi army, which were in breach of the Geneva
humanitarian convention, said the author who com-
mended the Center for Research and Studies on
Kuwait (CRSK) for aiding him during researching.
He revealed that there were around 5,000 copies
of the book distributed around the world in various
languages.

Another author, Dr Abdulmohsen Al-Kharafi pub-
lished two books “memoir of a sentry” and “lenses of
a sentry” both dedicated to the written and photo-
graphic documentation of the Iraqi invasion and the
operation desert storm, which led to the liberation of
Kuwait. Dr Kharafi indicated that it was paramount
to document this phase in Kuwait’s history, affirming
that the events in the books were direct encounters
experienced by himself during the invasion and lib-
eration of Kuwait.

Meanwhile, authors such as Dr Abdulaziz Al-
Koos and Kuwait University Professor Dr Faisal Al-
Wazzen chose to focus on the Iraqi invasion via

sharing pure historical documentations in their
respective books “the encyclopedia of the Kuwait
war-from the invasion until liberation” and “The his-
tory of the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait.” Dr Al-Koos’
book touched on historic papers and documenta-
tions condemning the Iraqi invasion, while Dr
Wazzen’s book-published in six volumes-dealt with
events prior and leading to the aggression, the Iraqi
invasion period, as well as happenings months after
the liberation of Kuwait namely the Iraqi recognition
of the borders and independence Kuwait in 1994.

In relation, CRSK plays an important in docu-
menting the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. CRSK
Director Dr Abdullah Al-Ghunaim said that second
article Amiri decree 92/178 stipulated that the cen-
ter was tasked with collecting all documents, publi-
cations, and data concerning the Iraqi invasion of
Kuwait and analyzing the aggression’s impact and
ramifications. Gunaim added that the center pub-
lished various books on the subject, which still
engraved in the hearts and minds of the people of
Kuwait. —KUNA

Kuwaiti authors: Documenting Iraqi
invasion vital for future generations

KUWAIT: This archive photo shows a military funeral held in Kuwait for the burial of the remains of 10
Kuwaiti martyrs who died while defending the nation during the Iraq’s invasion. —KUNA

Kuwait marks 
anniversary with 
relief to Iraqis
KUWAIT: As the State of Kuwait marks the 31st
anniversary of the Iraqi invasion today, Kuwaitis
themselves focused on closing the rift with their
Iraqi brethren via continued humanitarian aid and
relief. Despite the heavy impact of the 1990, Iraqi
invasion of Kuwait, which caused harm on various
levels, the State of Kuwait took on the responsibility
of aiding the Iraqi people since 1993. In April 1995 -
upon directives from late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah - the Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS) delivered aid to the Iraqi
people, knowing well that the people suffering in
the fellow Arab country should not confused with
their brutal regime led by Saddam Hussein.

After toppling of the Iraqi regime in 2003,
Kuwait managed to become one of the top coun-
tries providing aid to the Iraqi people through the
UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR). Those displaced
within Iraq as a result of armed conflict also bene-
fited from Kuwait’s humanitarian assistance. In
2010, Kuwait donated $1 million to the UNHCR and
in 2014, it provided $3 million to support humanitar-
ian operations in Iraq. In 2015, the UNHCR received
$200 million to help those displaced in the fellow
Arab country. In October of 2016, Kuwait donated
to the UNHCR a sum of $8 million to aid Iraqis flee-
ing from the brutality of so-called Islamic State (IS).

Kuwait donated in the same month a sum of $6
million to the United Nations Children’s Emergency
Fund (UNICEF) to cover their operations in Iraq. In
July 2016, the State of Kuwait donated a sum of
$176 million during a conference held in Washington
to aid Iraq. In December 2016, Kuwait pledged a
sum of $5 million to WHO to help its operations in
Iraq. The State of Kuwait-in its position as a UN
humanitarian aid center-hosted in February of 2018
the Kuwait International Conference for the

Reconstruction of Iraq (KICRI). The conference
resulted in a $30 billion donations to help Iraqis
overcome the destruction caused by IS.

Meanwhile on the Iraqi side, the visit by the late
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to
Iraq on June 19, 2019 and the continued efforts by
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah had helped in mending some of the
pain caused by the Iraqi invasion. In recent history,
the cooperation between two countries helped
Kuwait receive the remains of 10 Kuwaiti POWs on
July 11, 2021.The KRCS, on its part, provided vari-
ous modes of assistance to the displaced Iraqis in

cooperation with the government and international
organizations.

Some 500 units were constructed in the Iraqi
region of Kurdistan by the KRCS in addition to the
distribution of 56,000 foodstuff on suffering and
needy families. The KRCS also handed in 2018
40,000 food baskets for displaced Iraqis in
Kurdistan. Kuwaiti charities also played part in aid-
ing Iraqis. In September of 2016, Kuwait-based
International Islamic Charity Organization (IICO)
provided $1 million to displaced in Anbar and
Salahuddin provinces as well as providing $1.8 mil-
lion to some 600,000 displaced Iraqis. —KUNA

BAGHDAD: This archive photo shows ambulances and medical equipment donated by Kuwait to Iraq. —KUNA

Speaker meets
UN General
Assembly chief
KUWAIT: National Assembly
Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem yester-
day met the visiting United Nations
General Assembly President of the
75th session Volkan Bozkir. According

to Dustour news network, the meeting
discussed bilateral ties between
Kuwait and UN. Bozkir, during the
meeting, praised Kuwait’s strong sup-
port to UN activities, especially
humanitarian and relief. The meeting
was attended by Deputy Speaker of
the National Assembly Ahmad Al-
Shahoumi, MPs Ahmad Al-Hamad,
Salman Al-Hulaila, Nasser Al-Dosari,
and Kuwait’s permanent representa-
tive to the UN Ambassador Mansour
Al-Otaibi. —KUNA

Kuwait Radio
programs mark
invasion ’versary
KUWAIT: Kuwait state-radio announced
yesterday that it had prepared a list of
programs to mark the 31st anniversary of
the Iraqi invasion, which falls today.
Assistant undersecretary for radio affairs
at the Ministry of Information Saad Al-
Fandi said that the state broadcaster

would focus its programs to remember
the brutal Iraqi invasion of the State of
Kuwait and the efforts of friends and
allies in denouncing this horrific act.
Various figures, politicians, entities, and
diplomats will be featured in the pro-
grams, in addition to historic events and
stories reflecting Kuwaiti heroism
against the Iraqi invaders, he added.
Fandi revealed that there would be blood
donation campaign launched in coordi-
nation with the Kuwait Central Blood
Bank as well as other activities during
the anniversary. —KUNA


