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KUWAIT: The coronavirus situation had an impact 
on spending for Kuwaitis, especially during the 
lockdown period and the decrease in spending on 
travelling and other entertainment means. The 
COVID-19-imposed lifestyle forced many Kuwaitis 
to save more money from their salaries as markets, 
stores, cinema, gyms and beauty salons are closed 
and people had to stay home, as well as the exemp-
tion from paying monthly installments for a year. 
The lack of investment means provided by local 
banks led the Central Bank of Kuwait to encourage 
citizens on saving money and to invest, as part of its 
campaign “let’s be aware.” In the light of the drop in 
profit rate and fear of investing in shares and real 
estate that the pandemic brought, Kuwaitis headed 
towards buying luxury items such as expensive 
watches and gold with their savings. In statements 
to KUNA, a number of citizens agreed that the pan-
demic affected their money spending rate, as they 
turned from consumption to saving. They added 
that they spent more money on food items, online 
shopping and entertainment games and less on 
travelling and restaurants. 

Sara Al-Mazyad noted that postponing monthly 
installment for banks for six months allowed her to 
save the money she used to pay for installments 
every month. She saved money worth KD 1,500 
($4,800), which she used to spend on cafes and 
shopping. Al-Mazyad added that she thought of 
investing in her savings with something useful, but 
with the lack of investment options currently, she 
turned to buying gold. In the meantime, Hamad Al-
Salem said he wasn’t able to save his installment 
during the lockdown, as he spent it on online shop-
ping and buying entertainment items for his kids. He 

noted that staying home for a long time can lead to 
“emotional shopping,” buying unnecessary items 
out of boredom and stress. 

Meanwhile, Omar Al-Mutawaa said that online 
studying for children allowed him to save more 
money which he used to spend on buying school 
items and requirements for his three kids. According 
to the Central Statistical Bureau, there are 323,358 
Kuwaitis working in the public sector with an aver-
age salary of KD 1,520 (about $4,850), who were 
able to save money after the installment exemption. 
Moreover, CBK announced that deposits in local 
banks rose 4.1 percent during 2020, reaching its 
highest record at KD 61 billion, with 78.1 percent 
being from local sources. 

In the meantime, CEO of the Shared Electronic 
Banking Services Company (Knet) Abdullah Al-
Ajmi affirmed that the company cannot monitor 
saving, spending or investment rate, however, it can 
monitor money withdrawal or payment. The compa-
ny noticed an increase in online payment and a 
decrease in cash payments as the pandemic started, 
Ajmi said. This increase in online payment led the 
company to distribute over 3,000 new points of 
sale across the country, especially in supermarkets, 
pharmacies and hospitals, he added. Cash with-
drawal through ATMs decreased by 67 percent 
compared to May 2019, with 870,000 transactions, 
compared to 2.6 million. In June 2020, cash with-
drawal went down to 39 percent, 20 percent in July 
and 15 percent in August, compared to the same 
time period in 2019, said the CEO. He noted that 
cash withdrawal dropped to KD 70.6 million in May 
2020 by 64 percent, compared to the same month 
in 2019, the highest drop rate during the pandemic. 

Transactions in points of sale went down by 55 
percent in March 2020 on an annual rate, said Ajmi, 
adding that the decrease was highest in May 2020 
with 66 percent, dropping from 17 million transac-
tions to six million. The transactions value dropped 
from KD 855 million to KD 230 million in the same 

month, compared to 2019. In the same context, pro-
fessor of finance and financial facilities in Kuwait 
University Dr Talla’ Al-Dihani said the pandemic 
closed most stores and markets, as well as the fact 
that tourism stopped, gave people the opportunity 
to save money. — KUNA
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 planning at the engineering department of the 

DGCA, said in a statement that the first flights car-
rying expats with valid residencies arrived at mid-
night. Kuwait airport received eight flights carry-
ing 739 people onboard in nine hours since the 
entry ban was lifted, he added. 

According to Deputy Director General for 
Kuwait International Airport Affairs Saleh Al-
Fadaghi, the health authorities have limited the 
number of arrivals at the airport to about 1,000 
per day. The airport yesterday wasn’t crowded and 
several flights were delayed or cancelled, including 
flights from Damascus and Bodrum. No explana-
tion was provided on the canceled f l ights. 
Returning residents should be vaccinated with two 
shots of the Pfizer-BioNtech, Oxford-AstraZeneca 
or Moderna vaccines or one dose of the Johnson 
& Johnson jab. 

Lamis Aman, an HR employee at Arab Open 
University, was happy to set foot on Kuwaiti soil 
after more than seven months of absence.  “I am ful-
ly vaccinated and thankful to join my colleagues at 
the university. It’s been seven months - that’s long 
enough for a vacation. I was in constant communi-
cation with my employers in Kuwait, who allowed 
me to work from home. So I never stopped working 
and I have been receiving my salary too,” she told 
Kuwait Times at Kuwait International Airport.  

“From Cairo I flew to Beirut, where I transited 
for 12 hours. I am very happy to be back,” Aman 
said, adding staying out of Kuwait for a long peri-
od of time without a clear date of return is not a 
welcome idea. “I wouldn’t want this experience to 
be repeated again in my life.” 

Ibrahim Saeed, an Egyptian who works in the 
medical field, also arrived yesterday after six 
months abroad. He was held temporarily at the 
immigration since he had no documentation about 
the vaccine and other requirements. “I told them I 

work for the ministry of health and I was ushered 
from the immigration counter to check my papers. 
They confirmed it eventually and I was released 
after an hour. I transited in Beirut for seven hours,” 
he added. 

A few other passengers who got stuck at air-
port immigration were worried. Zainab Kamel 
Farad, a Lebanese woman who arrived yesterday 
said she was stopped at Kuwait airport for four 
hours.  “When I left Lebanon, my father double-
checked my vaccination status and it was green, 
meaning I had received the two shots recognized 
by Kuwait. But at the immigration counter, they 
told me my record says I have not been vaccinated 
yet. So I showed them my status on the PACI app 
and it was green,” she told Kuwait Times. 

“I also immediately informed my father, who 
was waiting for me outside. It took him some time 
to reach out to the authorities, who eventually 
cleared me. While waiting, they did a PCR test on 
me and said the result will be sent at night. I paid 
KD 20 for the PCR test. I was also advised to stay 
at home for seven days,” Farad said. Alia Noor 
Aldine from Lebanon also reunited with her hus-
band in Kuwait. Noor Aldine said she had been 
forced to move between Dubai and Lebanon to 
follow up on her work, and now she returned to 
Kuwait after a long wait. 

For Suad Ghandoura, also an Egyptian resi-
dent, her joy was indescribable when she saw her 
children after months of separation. Things were 
very smooth and there was no difficulty during 
the entry process, especially since she has got 
the second dose of  the COVID vaccine, 
Ghandoura said.  

Abdullah Al-Sanad, spokesman of the health 
ministry, said on Friday that Kuwait would receive 
vaccinated expatriates from Aug 1. Arrivals must 
present the result of a negative PCR test taken 
within 72 hours before departure, he added. When 
they land in Kuwait, they must be quarantined at 
home for seven days, and if they want to end the 
quarantine early, they must have a negative PCR 
test result on the third day, Sanad noted. Kuwait 
decided in February to stop the entry of non-
Kuwaitis to prevent the spread of the coronavirus.  
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contagious Delta variant and the peak tourist sea-

son. They are also scrambling to track more than 
5,000 people nationwide who attended a theatre fes-
tival in Zhangjiajie, a tourist city in Hunan province 
which has locked down all 1.5 million residents and 
shut all tourist attractions after four visitors tested 
positive. 

Health officials say the mini-outbreak in 

Zhangjiajie was sparked by travelers from Nanjing 
and has helped spread the disease to more than 20 
cities. “Zhangjiajie has now become the new ground 
zero for China’s epidemic spread,” virologist Zhong 
Nanshan told reporters Saturday. “We must cast the 
net wider when tracing close contacts of the Delta 
variant.” 

Beijing yesterday reported three locally transmit-
ted infections - a family living on the outskirts of the 
Chinese capital that had returned from Zhangjiajie, 
the local health bureau said. Beijing has cut all rail, 
bus and air links with areas where coronavirus cases 
have been found. The Chinese capital has also closed 
its doors to tourists during the peak summer holiday 
travel season and is only allowing “essential travelers” 
with a negative nucleic acid test to enter. — AFP 

Chinese cities  
test millions...

Continued from Page 1 
 
With a tail-spinning economy, a health sector rav-

aged by COVID-19 and a future stunted by an intensi-
fying brain drain, Lebanon was already well on its way 
to collapse before last Aug 4. Yet the cataclysmic blast 
that shocked the world and sowed the kind of devasta-
tion caused by wars and natural disasters did not mark 
the end of the free fall. 

“We thought that was rock bottom. How could it 
get worse?” Rima Rantisi, a lecturer at the American 
University of Beirut, remembers of the immediate 
aftermath. Shortly after 6:00 pm on that ill-fated 
Tuesday, hundreds of tons of poorly stored ammonium 
nitrate caught fire and caused what has been 
described as one of the largest ever non-nuclear 
explosions. Footage of the fireball erupting above the 
port and the white blast mushroom soaring skywards 
and tearing through the city drew inevitable compar-
isons with Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  

Whatever may have sparked the initial fire, it was 
the chain of irresponsibility and corruption that had 
allowed such hazardous material to be stored so near 
the city center for six years that drew the public’s fury. 
“What became clear to me then, and which I have to 
remind myself of every day, is that the people who run 
the country are criminals and murderers - period,” 
says Rantisi. 

The blast killed 214 people, wounded thousands and 
made tens of thousands homeless, at least temporarily. 
“After the explosion, we understood this completely: 
As long as they are in power, nothing will get better,” 

Rantisi says. Musician Julia Sabra says she and her 
boyfriend are “still terrified of any sound” after moving 
back into their renovated home. 

Another survivor, Shady Rizk, plans to emigrate. 
“The trauma, it rips you up inside,” he says. “It’s like 
internal crying.” The Lebanese have had little reprieve 
over the past two years. In early 2020, coronavirus 
lockdowns snuffed out the last flickers of a protest 
movement that had kindled the ardent hope that 
Lebanon’s days of hereditary barons were numbered. 

As financial disaster loomed, those in the know spir-
ited their money abroad. The rest proved powerless 
against a crisis that stripped the Lebanese pound of 
90 percent of its value and trapped depositors’ dollars 
in banks. “Before the blast, the economic collapse had 
started, as had the health crisis,” says Karlen Hitti 
Karam. Her husband, brother and cousin were fire-
fighters killed in the port inferno. “The same people 
caused all of this. We lost everything. Our lives 
stopped on August 4, 2020.” 

On Wednesday, families of victims are organizing a 
religious service at the port to mark the anniversary, 
while activists are planning anti-government demon-
strations. The public was enraged by the lack of justice, 
and even foreign diplomats made no secret of their 
disgust. The first judge tasked with investigating the 
blast summoned former ministers for interrogation and 
was removed as a result. 

His successor’s attempt to do the same was met 
with fresh stalling tactics by parliamentarians last 
month. Volunteer work and foreign funding have 
allowed for some renovation, but the worst-hit areas, 
which include some of Beirut’s cultural hotspots and 
heritage jewels, are a shadow of their former selves. 
Among the buildings directly exposed to the blast was 
the state electricity company headquarters, its gutted 
shell now facing the ruins of the port - in complete 
darkness. — AFP 
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