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 News in brief

Vaccinated residents arrive  
after months-long entry ban

Passengers from 5 South Asian nations have to spend 14 days in third country

KUWAIT: A  man greets  h is  fami ly  upon their  arr iva l  at  Kuwait 
International Airport yesterday as authorities allowed entry to fully vac-
cinated expats. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

SUQIAN, China: A staff member distributes free traditional Chinese medicine amid 
a rise in COVID-19 cases across the country yesterday. — AFP 

BEIRUT: In this file photo taken on Aug 4, 2020, a ship in flames is pictured at the port of Beirut following a 
massive explosion. — AFP 

By Ben Garcia and Nawara Fattahova 
 
KUWAIT: Fully vaccinated residents started 
returning to Kuwait yesterday after a months-long 
entry ban, ahead of a government plan to reopen 
schools. But passengers from five countries - 
Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka - 
are not allowed to enter Kuwait directly, unless 
they spend 14 days in a third country, Director 
General of the Directorate General for Civil 
Aviation Yousef Al-Fouzan confirmed to Kuwait 
Times yesterday. He noted that this decision was 
taken a few weeks ago due to the spread of the 
new Delta variant of the coronavirus.  

No official circular from the DGCA was issued 
on the new list of banned countries or on the lifting 
of a ban on 68 countries from where passengers 
weren’t allowed to fly directly to Kuwait that was 
announced previously, which also included Egypt. 
Unofficial reports on social media said direct 
flights with Egypt will resume from Aug 15, 2021, 
but this wasn’t confirmed by DGCA officials.  
Abdullah Al-Bakhsh, monitor of projects and 
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KUWAIT/MIAMI/DUBAI: Zain 
Group, a leading  telecom innovator in 
seven markets across the Middle East 
and Africa announces the creation of 
Zain Ventures and the closing of invest-
ments and signing a memorandum of 
understanding with both Pipe and 
Swvl to support their growth across 
Zain’s regional footprint and beyond.  

Bader Al-Kharafi, Zain Vice 
Chairman and Group CEO, comment-
ed: “The establishment of Zain 
Ventures is another step in Zain 
Group’s ‘4Sight’ strategy and progres-
sion to become a full-fledged digital 
services company. We have already 
enjoyed tremendous success in the 

investments we have made in venture 
capital entities and startups that show 
promising potential for boosting our 
revenues in new and developing verti-
cals, and formalizing these investments 
under a single entity at this time will 
create shareholder value.” (See Page 8)

Zain Ventures invests in  
pipe.com and swvl.com

Ticket prices skyrocket 
 
KUWAIT: The huge demand for tickets after 
Kuwait reopened the airport for vaccinated resi-
dents, combined with the limited number of 
available seats, has caused airfares to skyrocket 
to up to KD 500 for a one-way ticket from 
Dubai, KD 200 from Beirut and KD 350 from 
Istanbul. Meanwhile, the travel agencies union 
warned that a large number of Kuwaitis are 
stuck abroad after airlines canceled their tickets 
due to the massive demand for tickets to Kuwait, 
combined with the limits on passenger.

89 insurgents killed in Sinai 
 
CAIRO: Egypt’s military said yesterday it has 
killed 89 suspected insurgents in operations in 
North Sinai, a region where an affiliate of the 
Islamic State group has been active for nearly a 
decade. An army spokesperson’s statement did 
not specify a timeframe for the operations, but 
said the army had suffered eight casualties. The 
army also said it destroyed 404 improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs), four explosive belts 
and 13 tunnels used by militants to infiltrate 
Egyptian territory. — AFP 

Ghannouchi suffers ‘malaise’  
 
TUNIS: Rached Ghannouchi, the 80-year-old 
leader of turmoil-wracked Tunisia’s Islamist-
inspired party Ennahdha, suddenly became 
unwell yesterday while working punishing hours 
but it was not serious, an aide said. Since 
President Kais Saied seized power in Tunisia on 
Sunday, Ghannouchi, also speaker of parliament, 
has been working 16 hours to 18 hours per day, 
aide Ahmed Gaaloul said. “(Ghannouchi) suf-
fered a little malaise earlier in the day and had to 
go to a clinic to be examined,” he added. — AFP 

TikTok star shot dead  
 
LOS ANGELES: TikTok star Anthony Barajas 
has died after being shot at a California movie 
theater in what authorities described as a “random 
and unprovoked” attack. Barajas, 19, died 
Saturday after the shooting that also killed his 18-
year-old friend Rylee Goodrich, said police in 
Corona in southern California. Joseph Jimenez, 20, 
has been charged in the shooting. — AFP 

KUWAIT: The coronavirus situation had an 
impact on spending by Kuwaitis, especially dur-
ing the lockdown period and the decrease in 
spending on travel and other means of entertain-
ment. The COVID-19-affected lifestyle led many 
Kuwaitis to save more money from their salaries 
as markets, stores, cinema, gyms and beauty 

salons were closed and people had to stay home, 
as well as being exempted from paying monthly 
installments for a year.  

A lack of means of investment by local banks 
led the Central Bank of Kuwait to encourage citi-
zens to save money and invest, as part of its cam-
paign “Let’s be Aware”. This resulted in Kuwaitis 
buying luxury goods such as expensive watches 
and gold with their savings. In statements to 
KUNA, a number of citizens agreed that the pan-
demic affected their spending, as they turned from 
consumption to saving. They added they spent 
more money on food, online shopping and enter-
tainment and less on travelling and restaurants.  

According to the Central Statistical Bureau, 

323,358 Kuwaitis work in the public sector with 
an average salary of KD 1,520, who were able to 
save money after being exempt from paying 
instal lments. Moreover, the Central  Bank 
announced that deposits in local banks rose 4.1 
percent in 2020, reaching their highest at KD 61 
billion, with 78.1 percent from local sources.  

Cash withdrawals through ATMs decreased by 
67 percent in May 2020 with 870,000 transac-
tions, compared to 2.6 million in May 2019. In 
June 2020, cash withdrawals decreased by 39 
percent, 20 percent in July and 15 percent in 
August, compared to corresponding months in 
2019, according to Shared Electronic Banking 
Services Company (Knet). — KUNA (See Page 2)

Spending down,  
savings up due 
to pandemic 

BEIJING: Chinese cities rolled out 
mass testing of millions of people and 
imposed fresh travel restrictions as 
health authorities battled yesterday to 
contain the country’s most wide-
spread coronavirus outbreak in 
months. China yesterday reported 75 
new coronavirus cases with 53 local 
transmissions, with a cluster linked to 
an eastern airport now reported to 

have spread to over 20 cities and 
more than a dozen provinces. 

The outbreak is geographically the 
largest to hit China in several months 
after the country’s successes in large-
ly snuffing out the pandemic within its 
borders last year. That record has 
been thrown into jeopardy after the 
fast-spreading Delta variant broke 
out at Nanjing airport in eastern 
Jiangsu province in July. 

Authorities have now conducted 
three rounds of testing on the city’s 
9.2 million residents and placed hun-
dreds of thousands under lockdown, 
in an effort to curb an outbreak 
Beijing has blamed on the highly 
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Chinese cities  
test millions  
as cases surge

BEIRUT: On Aug 4, 2020, a fire at the Beirut port 
ignited one of the largest non-nuclear explosions in 
history. It disfigured the city, took more than 200 
lives and shattered Lebanon’s psyche. The blast was 
felt as far away as Cyprus, and the destruction is 
hard to fathom. But if one thing can outweigh what 
happened to Lebanon that day, it is what hasn’t 
happened since. 

Not one culprit has been put on trial, jailed or even 
identified. Families of the victims have received no visit, 
apology or explanation from those at the top. The 
reforms demanded by donors who flew to the wounded 
country’s rescue are a dead letter, and a new govern-
ment promised last September has yet to materialize. 
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A year after  
blast, Lebanon  
still bleeds


