
TOKYO: Belinda Bencic became the first Swiss 
woman to win the Olympic tennis singles title with a 
battling three-set victory over Czech Marketa 
Vondrousova yesterday. The 24-year-old Bencic 
edged out Vondrousova 7-5, 2-6, 6-3 on her second 
match point, with the final finishing at 11:28 pm local 
time (1428 GMT) after two-and-a-half hours on court. 

Bencic will also play in Sunday’s women’s doubles 
final alongside Viktorija Golubic against Czechs 
Barbora Krejcikova and Katerina Siniakova. She is 
looking to become the fourth player to win singles and 
doubles golds at a single Olympics, after Serena and 
Venus Williams and Chilean Nicolas Massu. The ninth 
seed is the first Swiss to take singles gold since Marc 
Rosset at the 1992 Barcelona Games. It is the biggest 
victory of Bencic’s topsy-turvy career. 

Bencic appeared to have a big future ahead of her 
when she reached the US Open quarter-finals as a 17-
year-old in 2014. But she struggled with injuries and 
slipped out of the top 300 in 2017. She fought back 
impressively and reached a career-high ranking of 
fourth last year shortly before the Covid-19 pandemic 
hit, but has failed to win a WTA title since. 

It was a disappointing loss, though, for the 22-year-
old Vondrousova, who was also beaten in the 2019 
French Open final, after belying her ranking of 42 with 

wins over Naomi Osaka and Elina Svitolina en route to 
the gold-medal match. She fell just short of becoming 
the Czech Republic’s first Olympic tennis champion. 

Bencic forged ahead by claiming the fifth break of a 
59-minute opening set in the 12th game. But her game 
deserted her in the second set as Vondrousova upped 
her level, breaking in a long opening game before 
cruising through it to force a decider. 

Both players struggled on serve again at the start of 
the third as the tension took its toll, with the pair sharing 
four breaks in the opening six games. Bencic had a med-
ical timeout for treatment for what appeared to be blis-
ters on her right foot after holding for a 4-3 lead. That 
did the trick as she then broke to love to move to the 
brink of victory and she managed to serve it out, saving 
three break points and clinching the gold medal when 
Vondrousova sent a backhand return long. — AFP

Sport
Established 1961 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 1, 2021

Tokyo Olympics medals table after yesterday’s 
events (G = Gold, S = Silver, B = Bronze, T= Total):

                                                  G      S     B     T

TOKYO: Jamaica’s Elaine Thompson-Herah equaled 
the second-fastest time in history to retain her 
women’s Olympic 100m title yesterday as ongoing 
mental health problems left gymnastics superstar 
Simone Biles’ Tokyo campaign teetering on the brink. 

Thompson-Herah blazed to an Olympic-record 
10.61sec, well ahead of crestfallen two-time winner 
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, with Shericka Jackson 
completing an all-Jamaican podium. “I am really 
excited to come back and retain my title. My chest 
hurts, I am so happy,” said Thompson-Herah, whose 
time has only been bettered by world record holder 
Florence Griffith-Joyner. 

Earlier, a raging Novak Djokovic smashed a rac-
quet and hurled another into the empty stands as his 
tennis medal hopes went up in smoke. The Serb later 
revealed he had a shoulder injury. And in the pool, 
US stars Caeleb Dressel and Katie Ledecky added 
to their gold medal collections, while Great Britain 
won the Olympics’ first mixed 4x100m medley relay. 

Fraser-Pryce, the 2008 and 2012 champion, was 
attempting to become the first woman to win an 
individual athletics event three times but she floun-
dered in Thompson-Herah’s wake. A spectacular 
light show lit up the track in the Olympic Stadium, 
devoid of fans because of coronavirus risks, and 
Thompson-Herah then provided the fireworks, 
pulling away in the later stages. 

Nigeria’s Blessing Okagbare, who had won her 
100m heat, was thrown out of the event for failing a 
drugs test — the first doping incident of the Games. 

Kenyan men’s 100m runner Mark Odhiambo was 
also suspended for testing positive for steroids. 

There was heartbreak for Britain’s Dina Asher-
Smith, who missed out on the 100m final and then 
pulled out of the 200m competition because of a 
hamstring injury. American Trayvon Bromell, who 
owns the fastest time this year of 9.77sec, scraped 
into the men’s 100m semis after timing 10.05 to fin-
ish fourth in his heat. 

Sweden’s Danel Stahl hurled 68.90m to win the 
men’s discus finish ahead of teammate Simon 
Pettersson, sparking uproarious celebrations by the 
pair in the largely empty stadium. And Poland were 
the surprise winners of the inaugural mixed 
4x400m relay where the Jamaican team were 
involved in a tumble mid-race. 

 
Djokovic meltdown 

Meanwhile Biles’s problems with the “twisties”, a 
mental block where gymnasts struggle to orientate 
themselves in mid-air, continued as she pulled out of 
the vault and uneven bars. The four-time Olympic 
champion had already withdrawn from the team and 
all-around competition, and now has just two more 
chances — the floor competition on Monday and the 
beam on Tuesday. 

Other US stars powered on, with swimmer Dressel 
winning the 100m butterfly in a world-record 
49.45sec and distance specialist Ledecky bagging her 
third straight 800m title. But Dressel lost his chance 
of a Michael Phelps-style six golds when USA fin-

ished fifth in the mixed 4x100m medley relay behind 
Britain’s world record 3:37.58. 

In tennis, Djokovic smashed a racquet against the 
net post and hurled another into the empty stands in a 
spectacular meltdown as he lost the bronze medal 
match to Spain’s Pablo Carreno Busta. The world num-
ber one, who missed out on his chance at collecting 
the first men’s Golden Slam — winning all four majors 
and the Olympics — when he went down to Alexander 
Zverev in the semis, lost 6-4, 6-7 (6/8), 6-3. Djokovic 

then pulled out of the mixed doubles bronze-medal 
match citing a left shoulder injury, raising concerns 
over his US Open campaign in a month’s time. 

Earlier, two-time individual triathlon medalist 
Jonny Brownlee finally won gold when he led Britain 
to victory in the inaugural mixed relay. In other 
action, New Zealand beat France 26-12 to win the 
women’s rugby sevens, and China’s Ma Long 
became the first man to win two Olympic table ten-
nis singles titles. —  AFP 

Thompson-Herah crowned sprint 
queen as Biles’ Olympics teeters

TOKYO: Jamaica’s Elaine Thompson-Herah crosses the finish line to win the women’s 100m final during the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Olympic Stadium in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

China                                          21    13    12    46 
Japan                                          17    5      8      30 
United States                              16    17    13    46 
Russian Olympic Committee      11    15    11    37 
Australia                                      10    3      14    27 
Great Britain                                8      9      11    28 
South Korea                                5      4      7      16 
France                                         4      9      6      19 
Netherlands                                4      7      5      16 
New Zealand                               4      3      3      10 
Germany                                     3      4      10    17 
Canada                                       3      4      5      12 
Switzerland                                 3      3      4      10 
Czech Republic                           3      3      1      7 
Croatia                                        3      1      2      6 
Italy                                             2      8      14    24 
Taiwan                                         2      2      3      7 
Hungary                                      2      2      2      6 
Slovenia                                      2      1      1      4 
Kosovo                                        2      0      0      2 
Brazil                                           1      3      4      8 
Georgia                                       1      3      1      5 
Romania                                     1      3      0      4 
Spain                                           1      2      2      5 
Hong Kong                                  1      2      0      3 
South Africa                                1      2      0      3 
Austria                                         1      1      3      5 
Serbia                                         1      1      2      4 
Jamaica                                      1      1      1      3 
Norway                                        1      1      0      2 
Poland                                         1      1      0      2 
Slovakia                                      1      1      0      2 
Sweden                                       1      1      0      2 
Tunisia                                        1      1      0      2 
Turkey                                         1      0      2      3 
Estonia                                        1      0      1      2 
Fiji                                               1      0      1      2 
Ireland                                         1      0      1      2 
Uzbekistan                                  1      0      1      2 
Belarus                                        1      0      0      1 
Bermuda                                     1      0      0      1 
Ecuador                                      1      0      0      1 
Ethiopia                                       1      0      0      1 
Greece                                        1      0      0      1 
Iran                                              1      0      0      1 
Latvia                                          1      0      0      1 
Philippines                                  1      0      0      1 
Qatar                                           1      0      0      1 
Thailand                                      1      0      0      1 
Colombia                                     0      2      1      3 
Dominican Republic                    0      2      0      2 
Venezuela                                   0      2      0      2 
Indonesia                                    0      1      2      3 
Mongolia                                     0      1      2      3 
Belgium                                       0      1      1      2 
Cuba                                           0      1      1      2 
Denmark                                     0      1      1      2 
San Marino                                 0      1      1      2 
Uganda                                       0      1      1      2 
Bulgaria                                       0      1      0      1 
India                                            0      1      0      1 
Jordan                                         0      1      0      1 
North Macedonia                        0      1      0      1 
Turkmenistan                              0      1      0      1 
Ukraine                                       0      0      5      5 
Kazakhstan                                 0      0      3      3 
Egypt                                           0      0      2      2 
Mexico                                        0      0      2      2 
Zionist entity                                0      0      2      2 
Argentina                                    0      0      1      1 
Azerbaijan                                   0      0      1      1 
Finland                                        0      0      1      1 
Ivory Coast                                  0      0      1      1 
Kuwait                                         0      0      1      1 
Malaysia                                      0      0      1      1 
Portugal                                      0      0      1      1 

Weightlifter Bakh 
wins Qatar’s first 
Olympic gold

TOKYO: Gold medalist Qatar’s Fares El-Bakh poses 
on the podium for the victory ceremony of the 
men’s 96kg weightlifting competition during the 
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the Tokyo 
International Forum in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

TOKYO: Weightlifter Fares El-Bakh shattered 
two Games records in Tokyo as he became 
Qatar’s first Olympic champion in history yester-
day. The 2019 world silver medalist dominated 
the men’s 96kg, setting new marks for the clean 
and jerk (225kg) and total lift (402kg). “I’m very 
honored to have won a gold medal during these 
Olympics,” said Bakh, 23. “I hope that my per-
formance was all right during these Games.” 
Venezuela’s Keydomar Sanchez took silver with 
Anton Pliesnoi finishing third. Bakh attempted 
but failed a world-record 232 on his final lift. 
Bakh won Qatar’s sixth Olympic medal and sec-
ond in weightlifting, after Saif Asaad’s 105kg 
bronze at Sydney 2000. — AFP

TOKYO: Gold medalist Switzerland’s Belinda Bencic 
poses with her medal during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
Games women’s singles tennis medal ceremony at 
the Ariake Tennis Park in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

Switzerland’s Bencic 
beats Vondrousova to 
win Olympic tennis title

MIYAGI: Substitute Rafa Mir hit a hat-trick as Spain 
finally saw off Ivory Coast 5-2 in extra time in the 
Tokyo Olympics men’s football yesterday to set up a 
semi-final with hosts Japan. Brazil defeated Egypt 1-0 
thanks to a first-half strike by Matheus Cunha and will 
play Mexico in the other last-four clash. Both matches 
are on Tuesday. 

The Spaniards are one of the gold medal favorites 
after naming a strong squad featuring six members of 
the team that reached the Euro 2020 semi-finals. But 
they suffered a major fright before reaching the last four 
at the pandemic-delayed Games, even if the scoreline 
suggested otherwise. 

Spain were just minutes from going out when for-
ward Max Gradel’s deflected strike made it 2-1 to the 
Ivorians in the 91st minute of normal time. But the 
Spaniards responded almost immediately, Wolves for-
ward Mir lashing in from close range to force extra time, 
just a minute after coming on. 

Manchester United defender Eric Bailly then con-
ceded a penalty for handball after the intervention of 
VAR, with Mikel Oyarzabal stroking the ball in for a 3-2 
Spain lead in the 98th minute. Mir struck twice in the 
dying minutes to put extra gloss on the scoreline and 
claim the match ball for himself. 

Japan’s quarter-final with New Zealand was a far 
tighter affair with the score deadlocked at 0-0 after 120 
cagey minutes. New Zealand had only two shots on tar-
get all match. The hosts kept their nerve in the penalty 
shootout and the Kiwis missed twice from the spot, 
sending Japan through 4-2 on penalties. Rampant 
Mexico stormed past South Korea 6-3 in a quarter-final 
goalfest to set up a date with Brazil, the reigning 
Olympic champions. Henry Martin and Sebastian 
Cordova both scored twice for the Mexicans. 

 
Women’s football 

Elsewhere, Megan Rapinoe scored the winning 
penalty after goalkeeper Alyssa Naeher saved two 

spot-kicks as the United States defeated the 
Netherlands 4-2 in a shootout following a 2-2 draw 
to remain on course for a fifth Olympic women’s 
football title. 

Vivianne Miedema fired the Dutch ahead in 
Yokohoma but two quick goals from Samantha Mewis 
and Lynn Williams put the USA in control in a repeat of 
the 2019 World Cup final, won by the Americans. 
Miedema scored her second of the night to level early in 
the second half but Lieke Martens saw her late penalty 
saved by Naeher, with both sides having goals ruled out 
for offside in extra time. 

The USA lost to Sweden in a 2016 quarter-final but 
converted all four attempts this time, with Naeher deny-
ing Miedema and Aniek Nouwen to send the world 
champions through to a semi-final clash against neigh-
bours Canada. 

Earlier, Sam Kerr scored twice as Australia beat 
Team GB 4-3 after extra time to reach the last four, 
while 2016 bronze medalists Canada edged Brazil on 
penalties following a goalless draw. Britain appeared on 
course for the semi-finals as two second-half goals from 
Ellen White gave them a 2-1 lead after Alanna Kennedy 
headed the Australians ahead in Kashima. 

Kerr equalized in the 89th minute to force extra time, 
with Australia goalkeeper Teagan Micah saving Caroline 
Weir’s penalty before Mary Fowler’s deflected strike put 
the Matildas in front. Kerr powered in a header to 
extend Australia’s advantage and it proved crucial as 
White completed her hat-trick with five minutes to play. 

Australia will meet Sweden tomorrow for a place 
in the final. Goals from Magda Eriksson and Stina 
Blackstenius plus Kosovare Asllani’s penalty secured 
Sweden a 3-1 victory over hosts Japan in Saitama. 
Canada defeated Brazil 4-3 in a penalty shootout in 
Rifu. Goalkeeper Stephanie Labbe saved the final 
two Brazilian spot-kicks from Andressa and Rafaelle 
after Christine Sinclair failed with Canada’s first 
attempt. — AFP 

Mir hits hat-trick to send Spain 
into Olympic semi with Japan

SAITAMA: Kevin Durant and Jayson Tatum 
turned on the style as the US men’s basketball 
team eventually shook off the Czech Republic to 
win 119-84 to reach the Olympic knockout phase 
yesterday. Boston Celtics star Tatum scored 27 
points and Brooklyn Nets forward Durant hit 23 
points in a win that sent Gregg Popovich’s team 
into the quarter-finals. The combative Czechs were 
just four points behind at half-time in Saitama, but 
Durant upped the tempo in the second half. 

During the game Durant took two records from 
Carmelo Anthony, becoming both the US Olympic 
men’s all-time points and all-time field goals 
leader. Having lost their opening game to France-
the first US men’s basketball loss at an Olympics 
since Athens in 2004 — the victory against the 
Czechs guaranteed that the Americans will avoid 
any of the three group winners until at least the 
semi-finals. They finished second behind France in 
Group A after the French eased past Iran 79-62 to 
seal top spot. The draw for the quarter-final stage 
will be made today. — AFP

Record breaker 
Durant guides 
US to Olympics 
basketball knockouts


