
Childhood friends give
Taiwan first Olympic
badminton medal
TOKYO: Childhood friends Lee Yang and Wang Chi-lin
won men’s doubles badminton gold yesterday in Tokyo,
giving Taiwan its first Olympic medal in the sport. They
beat China’s Li Junhui and Liu Yuchen 21-18, 21-12 in the
final in just 34 minutes. China won the mixed doubles the
previous day and had hopes of pulling off a golden bad-
minton sweep in the Japanese capital. But world number
three team Lee and Wang were too strong, claiming gold
after knocking off the number one and two teams along
the way to the final. Malaysia’s Aaron Chia and Soh Wooi
Yik took bronze.

Taiwan could claim another gold in women’s singles,
after world number one Tai Tzu-ying overcame India’s P
V  Sindhu in the semi-finals. Tai made short work of the
world champion, beating her 21-18, 21-12 to set up a final
showdown with China’s Chen Yufei. “I think I did pretty
well today,” said Tai. “I didn’t make many mistakes, so I
didn’t feel so much pressure.”

Sindhu was aiming to go one better than the silver she
won at Rio 2016, but she still has a chance to claim
bronze against China’s He Bingjiao today. “It’s sad that I
couldn’t go to the final,” said Sindhu. “I’m sure a lot of
people from India supported me and showed me their
love. It just wasn’t my day.”

‘I’m still a kid’
In men’s singles, Denmark’s world number two Viktor

Axelsen cruised into the semi-finals, but compatriot
Anders Antonsen was unable to join him. Axelsen beat
China’s Shi Yuqi 21-13, 21-13 to set up a clash with
Guatemalan world number 59 Kevin Cordon, who kept
his fairytale run going with a 21-13, 21-18 win over South
Korea’s Heo Kwang-hee. But Antonsen stumbled in his
quarter-final against Indonesia’s Anthony Sinisuka
Ginting. Ginting will face China’s Chen Long in the final
four, after the defending champion beat Taiwan’s world
number four Chou Tien-chen.

Axelsen was all business against Shi, completing the
match in just 41 minutes. “Making it look quite comfort-
able and the feeling you have on court are two different
things,” said Axelsen, tournament favourite after world
number one Kento Momota suffered a shock early exit.

World number three Antonsen clawed his way back
after losing the first game against Ginting, but was
unable to last the pace. “Right now it hurts, it hurts really
bad. I have to deal with that pain in the next few weeks,”
said Antonsen. Cordon edged a step closer to winning
Guatemala’s second-ever Olympic medal with his win
over Heo, who knocked out Momota in the group stage.

The 34-year-old journeyman crumpled to the ground
in disbelief after hitting the match-winning point, then lay
sobbing on court. “I’m still a kid, playing like a kid, having
fun, trying to do my best,” said Cordon.—AFP
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TOKYO: World number one Novak Djokovic said he
was “not sure” about his fitness for the US Open after
pulling out of the Tokyo Olympics mixed doubles
bronze medal match with a shoulder injury yesterday.
The 34-year-old Serb could become the first man to
complete a calendar Grand Slam since Rod Laver in
1969 when the US Open gets under way on August 30.

The withdrawal in Tokyo came after the 20-time
major champion lost his cool on his way to a surprise
6-4, 6-7 (6/8), 6-3 defeat against Pablo Carreno
Busta in the Olympics singles bronze-medal match.
He admitted that his exertions in Japan have taken
their toll but he still hopes to be fit enough to chal-

lenge at Flushing Meadows. “The consequences
physically hopefully will not create a problem for
me for the US Open, but that’s something that I’m
not sure about right now,” said Djokovic. “But I’m
not regretting for giving it all because at the end
of the day, when you play for your country, that’s
necessary.”

The Internat iona l  Tennis  Federat ion  sa id
Djokovic had withdrawn with a “left shoulder
injury”. “Ashleigh Barty and John Peers receive a
walkover against Djokovic and Nina Stojanovic
and win the bronze medal for Australia,” the ITF
added.

Djokovic had been eyeing two gold medals
when he played the singles and mixed doubles
semi-finals on Friday — but less than 24 hours
after his hopes for gold were ended — he was
preparing to leave the Ariake Tennis Park without
a medal of any color.

He lost a grueling match to Carreno Busta which
lasted two hours and 47 minutes in suffocating heat,
despite saving five match points. The Serbian sport-
ing icon’s best result at the Olympics remains his
bronze medal in Beijing in 2008.

“I just didn’t deliver yesterday and today,” said
Djokovic, whose singles loss to Alexander Zverev
ended his Golden Grand Slam bid. “The level of ten-
nis dropped, also due to exhaustion, mentally and
physically.”

His next opportunity to win an Olympic title will
come in Paris in three years’ time, when he will be
37. “I know that I will bounce back. I will try to
keep going for Paris Olympic Games and fight for
my country to win medals,” insisted Djokovic. “I’m
sorry that I disappointed a lot of sports fans in my
country. But that’s sport, I gave it all, whatever I had
left in the tank, which was not so much. I left it out
on the court.”

‘Sorry’ for racquet smash
Yesterday, Djokovic brought back memories of his

infamous default against Carreno Busta last year at
the US Open, when he inadvertently struck a ball at a
line judge. This time he threw his racquet high into
the empty stands as he saw a break point come and
go in the opening game of the third set, and contin-
ued to cut an angry figure, destroying another rac-
quet by smashing it against the net post.

He was given a warning by the umpire after that
second incident, but not following the first. “It was an
emotional outburst and it happens,” said Djokovic.
“You’re tense on the court, in the heat of the battle.
It’s not the first time and it’s not the last time proba-
bly. It’s not nice, of course, but it’s part of, I guess,
who I am. I don’t like doing these things, I’m sorry for
sending this kind of message, but we’re all human
beings and sometimes it’s hard to control.” — AFP

Djokovic ‘not sure’ about US Open
fitness after Olympics nightmare

TOKYO: Indonesia’s Greysia Polii and Apriyani Rahayu (back) reach for a shot in their women’s doubles badminton
semi-final match against South Korea’s Shin Seung-chan and Lee So-hee during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at
the Musashino Forest Sports Plaza in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

TOKYO: Brazil’s Laura Pigossi (right) and Luisa Stefani pose by the score board after defeating Russia’s Veronika
Kudermetova and Elena Vesnina during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games women’s doubles tennis match for the
bronze medal at the Ariake Tennis Park in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP
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TOKYO: India’s P V Sindhu reacts after a point with Taiwan’s
Tai Tzu-ying in their women’s singles badminton semi-final
match during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at the
Musashino Forest Sports Plaza in Tokyo yesterday.— AFP

TOKYO: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic smashes his racket during his Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games men’s singles tennis match for
the bronze medal against Spain’s Pablo Carreno Busta at the Ariake Tennis Park in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP

New partner gives
Indonesia’s Polii
new lease of life
TOKYO: Indonesia’s Greysia Polii wanted to quit
badminton five years ago, but a fresh-faced partner
has given her a new lease of life and taken them to an
Olympic final. Polii, 33, and Apryani Rahayu, 10 years
her junior, beat South Korea’s Lee So-hee and Shin
Seung-chan 21-19, 21-17 yesterday to move within
one win of an unlikely women’s doubles gold medal.

Polii was ready to quit the sport in 2016 after her
partner Nitya Krishinda Maheswari needed knee sur-
gery following the pair’s quarter-final defeat at the
Rio Games. But her coach persuaded her to stay on
and team up with rising star Rahayu, and the decision
has paid off in spades.

“She was still very young, just into the national
team, and I was like ‘oh my god, I need to run again

for another four years’,” Polii said of her junior part-
ner. “I was just like, keep it going, day by day, time by
time. She really wants to be a champion.”

Rahayu describes Polii as “my role model”, and
said the veteran did not need much persuading to
go back on her retirement plans. “I just kept telling
her ‘don’t quit — just play with me’,” said Rahayu.
“But Greysia herself felt convinced through her
hard work, her motivation, her grit and her desire to
be a champion.”

The unseeded Polii and Rahayu will play China’s
Chen Qingchen and Jia Yifan in the final, after the
number two seeds beat South Korea’s Kim So-yeong
and Kong Hee-yong 21-15, 21-11. Polii and former
partner Meiliana Jauhari were thrown out of the 2012
London Games for deliberately losing a group match
to secure a more favorable draw in the knock-out
round.

Now Polii is looking for redemption at the Tokyo
Games with a gold medal for badminton-mad
Indonesia. “So many people, not only me, have been
through adversity and unforgettable moments,” she
said. “I guess the London Olympics has taught me to
never give up on your dreams.” — AFP

Pigossi and Stefani
claim Brazil’s first
Olympic tennis medal
TOKYO: Laura Pigossi and Luisa Stefani won
Brazil’s first ever Olympic medal in tennis yesterday
with a hard-fought victory over Russians Veronika
Kudermetova and Elena Vesnina in the women’s dou-
bles bronze-medal match.

The pair, who were last-minute call-ups for the
Games, saved four consecutive match points in the
deciding tie-break to win 4-6, 6-4, 11-9 after two
hours and 11 minutes in the baking Tokyo heat. “She
(Stefani) is one of my best friends and being here
with her and her believing in my dream, and I in hers,
was the greatest gift for me,” Pigossi said.

Brazil have sent tennis players to every Games
since the sport was reintroduced to the Olympics in
1988. Kudermetova and Vesnina, who will also play in
Sunday’s mixed doubles final alongside Aslan
Karatsev, led 9-5 in the breaker but failed to secure
victory. The 26-year-old Pigossi and Stefani sealed
their historic medal with a brilliant run of six straight
points.—AFP

Japan doing its best
to control COVID
during Games: WHO
GENEVA: The WHO said Friday that Japan
was doing its best to minimize the risk of
COVID-19 spreading during the Tokyo
Olympics but stressed there was no such
thing as zero r isk . The World Health
Organizat ion’s  warning came as Japan
extended a virus state of emergency in Tokyo
and expanded the measure to four more
regions as it battles a record surge in infec-
tions a week into the pandemic-postponed
Games. “There is no zero risk. There could be
less or more risk. And then, for things to hap-
pen with low risk, you try your best,” WHO
chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus told a
virtual press conference from the UN health
agency’s Geneva headquarters.

Japan and the International  Olympic
Committee (IOC) “did their best to minimize
risk, because nobody should expect zero
risk”, he said. “I know that they have done
their best, and we have supported them all
along.” Across Japan, new virus cases topped
10,000 for the first time on Thursday, and a
string of government officials and health
experts have warned that the more contagious
Delta variant is fuelling a dangerous surge.

Tedros went to the Olympics opening cere-
mony and also addressed the IOC in Tokyo.
On Friday he called on the world to draw on
the Olympic spirit of unity to bring the pan-
demic to an end, and said his IOC speech was
aimed at using the Games as the biggest plat-
form to spread the message.

Morally ‘wrong path’
“Do you really accept 1.5 percent vaccina-

tion in Africa while in some countries it’s
already 70 percent?” he said. “Don’t we need
a platform like the Olympics to go and tell the
truth that the world is actually morally, epi-
demiologically and economically doing the
wrong things? We are taking the wrong path
and we need to use the spirit of the Olympics
to correct it.”

He said the image of an Olympic torchbear-
er wearing a mask would remind the world of
the pandemic for generations to come. “It
shows that we are doing this in very difficult
conditions when we are taken hostage by a
dangerous virus. But at the same time, it
shows me the determination to fight back.”

WHO emergencies director Michael Ryan
said the Games organizers and the IOC had
comprehensive risk management measures in
place, with strong surveillance, regular testing
of athletes and delegates, and the use of quar-
antine and isolation.

“The true drivers of this pandemic are not
within the Olympic Games; they’re really
related to the deep inequities we have in the
distribution and availability of vaccines,” Ryan
said. He said the Olympics were founded on
fair play and Tedros’s trip to Tokyo was to
urge the world to do likewise with regard to
the distr ibution of  vaccines to combat
COVID-19, which is hitting some countries
“very unjustly and very unfairly”. — AFP


