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Indian state issues 
travel advisory after 
deadly border clash 
NEW DELHI: The Indian state of Assam has
advised its residents to avoid travelling to neigh-
bouring Mizoram after six policemen were shot
dead in a rare border clash between the two
regions. India’s northeast has been a hotbed of
ethnic tensions since independence in 1947 and
borders between its seven states are not clearly
defined.

Assam and Mizoram have been wrangling
over their frontier for decades, but tensions
erupted on Monday with six police shot dead
and more than 60 injured. “Given the critical sit-
uation, the people of Assam are advised not to
travel to Mizoram,” the travel advisory issued
Thursday said.

It recommended those already there “exer-
cise utmost caution” and said “many civilians are
heavily armed with automatic weapons”. India
has longstanding border disputes with China
and Pakistan but the clash between two of its
own states has been an embarrassment for the
central government led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Both states have blamed each other for the
violence. K. Vanlalvena, a Mizoram politician in
India’s upper house, stoked tensions on
Wednesday when he was quoted by media as
saying his state was ready for more violence.

“More than 200 policemen entered our terri-
tory and they pushed back our policemen from
our own posts and they gave firing orders first,
before we fired,” Vanlalvena reportedly said.
“They are lucky that we didn’t kill them all. If
they come again, we shall kill them all.” — AFP

KUALA LUMPUR: Hundreds of black-clad
Malaysians staged an anti-government protest yes-
terday in defiance of a ban on public gatherings
under coronavirus curbs, piling pressure on the
embattled prime minister to resign.

The mostly young protesters, wearing masks and
keeping a distance from one another, waved ban-
ners reading “failed government” as well as black
flags. It was the first sizeable demonstration in
Malaysia for some time, as many had been reluctant
to take to the streets due to virus curbs and for fear
of getting infected.

But anger is growing at the government’s handling
of a virus outbreak-which is escalating despite a
lockdown-and Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin’s
attempts to keep his crisis-riven administration in
power. “We fight because while the people are suf-
fering, this government is busy playing politics,”
Karmun Loh, taking part in the protest in downtown
Kuala Lumpur, told AFP. “This government is... crip-
pling the economy and also destroying our country’s
democracy.”

Muhyiddin “is a terrible prime minister”, added
demonstrator Shaq Koyok. He needs to step down.”
There was a heavy police presence and officers
blocked attempts by protesters to enter a central
square before the rally peacefully dispersed.
Organisers said about 1,000 demonstrators took
part but police put the number at around 400.
Police told local media that the protesters will be

called in for questioning as they had violated the
ban on gatherings.

Parliament cancelled 
Muhyiddin took power at the head of a scandal-

plagued coalition last year without an election fol-
lowing the demise of a reformist administration head-
ed by Mahathir Mohamad. But his government is on
the verge of collapse after allies withdrew support.

He came under renewed pressure to step down
this week after parliament convened following a
months-long suspension as part of a virus state of
emergency. His government was accused of dodging
a vote that would have tested its majority-infuriating
rival MPs and drawing a rare rebuke from the coun-
try’s revered king.

Muhyiddin faced fresh criticism when officials
announced Monday’s parliament session, the final
day of the five-day sitting, had been postponed after
several virus cases were detected in the legislature.
“The spread of COVID-19 cannot and should not be
used as an excuse to adjourn... the parliament sit-
ting,” the “Pact of Hope” opposition coalition said in
a statement. Today is the final day of the six-month
state of emergency but the nationwide lockdown will
remain in place. Malaysia’s outbreak is being driven
by the Delta variant, and health officials logged a new
daily record of 17,786 cases yesterday. Authorities
have reported over 1.1 million virus cases and more
than 9,000 deaths. —AFP

‘This govt is crippling the economy and also destroying country’s democracy’

Malaysians stage anti-govt 
protest despite COVID curbs  

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysians take part in a rare anti-government rally in Kuala Lumpur yesterday, despite a tough
COVID-19 lockdown in place restricting gatherings and public assemblies. —AFP

HERAT: An Afghan police guard was killed Friday
when a United Nations compound came under
attack in Herat, officials said, as fighting raged
between government forces and the Taleban on
the outskirts of the western city.

Violence has surged across the country since
early May, when the Taleban launched a sweeping
offensive as the US-led foreign forces began a
final withdrawal that is now almost complete.

The militants have seized scores of districts
across the country, including in Herat province,
where the group has also captured two border
crossings adjoining Iran and Turkmenistan.

On Friday, the Taleban clashed with govern-
ment forces on the outskirts of Herat city, the
provincial capital, forcing scores of families to
flee, residents said, as the insurgents tightened
their noose.

During the fighting, the UN’s main compound in
Herat came under attack by rocket-propelled
grenades and gunfire, a statement issued by the
United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) said.

“This attack against the United Nations is
deplorable and we condemn it in the strongest
terms,” said Deborah Lyons, the UN Secretary-
General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan.

“The perpetrators of this attack must be iden-
tified and brought to account.” UNAMA said the
attack was carried out by “anti-government ele-
ments”. It said, however, that the area where the
compound is located was the scene of heavy
fighting between the Taleban and government
forces.

The United States said it “strongly condemns”
the attack in a statement from White House
national security advisor Jake Sullivan.

“The United Nations in Afghanistan is a civilian
entity focused on supporting peace efforts, pro-
moting the rights of all Afghans and providing

humanitarian and development assistance,”
Sullivan said in the statement, urging the Afghan
government and Taleban to resume peace talks.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres also
condemned the attack and repeated the UN’s
“commitment to support the Government and
people of Afghanistan in their efforts to achieve
peace and stability”.

The militants say they will not target foreign
diplomats, but have blatantly violated internation-
al protocol before.

When the Islamist hardliners seized control of
Kabul in 1996, they entered the UN compound
and abducted the country’s former leader,
Najibullah Ahmadzai, who they brutally tortured
and murdered.

Two years later during their hardline regime,
Taleban fighters entered the Iranian consulate
grounds in Mazar-i-Sharif and killed 10 diplomats
and a journalist with the state news agency.

The European Union delegation to Kabul
blamed the Taleban for the attack on the UN com-
pound in Herat. “The Taleban have to account for
the crime which will be considered an attack
against all of us. It is contrary to all assurances
given,” Ambassador Andreas Von Brandt, head of
the EU delegation, tweeted.

‘People are terrified’ 
For the past two days, the insurgents and gov-

ernment forces have clashed on the outskirts of
Herat, Afghanistan’s third-largest city with
600,000 inhabitants. An AFP correspondent there
said the Taleban and Afghan forces were also
fighting on the road leading to the city airport on
Friday, while residents reported clashes in the
nearby districts of Injil and Guzara.

“People there are terrified,” said Abdul Rab
Ansari, who fled to the city from Guzara. “The
fighting is heavy but they have not captured the

district of Guzara so far,” said Mohammad
Allahyar, who also sought shelter in Herat.

Afghan forces and militiamen of veteran warlord
and anti-Taleban commander Ismail Khan have
been deployed around the city in recent days.

Khan, who previously fought the Soviet occu-
pation forces in the 1980s and then the Taleban
during their hardline regime in the 1990s, has
vowed to fight the insurgents again to counter
their staggering advances in recent months.

Fighting has also raged in the southern
provinces of Helmand and Kandahar since
Thursday. In Helmand, the Taleban attacked the
provincial capital of Lashkar Gah from several
directions on Thursday, local police officer Daud
Shah said.

He said the insurgents targeted police check-
points but were later repelled following air strikes
carried out by the Afghan air force.

At least 33 people were wounded in fighting in
the past 24 hours across Kandahar province, hos-
pital  authorit ies said. In a tweet UNAMA
expressed concerns around “escalating violence”
in and around Kandahar city, citing “credible
reports of civilians killed”. —AFP

GUZARA: A security personnel stands guard on top of
a vehicle outside United Nations Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan (UNAMA) office compound in Guzara dis-
trict of Herat province yesterday. —AFP

Eleven killed as 
India’s monsoon 
death toll swells 
KOLKATA: Eleven people were killed in eastern
India after torrential rains swept away homes and
triggered landslides, officials said yesterday, tak-
ing the country’s monsoon death toll above 230.
Rainstorms that have swept across the nation
lashed the eastern state of West Bengal causing
widespread destruction.

Four people were electrocuted after rain
gushed into their homes in Howrah and North 24
Parganas district, state disaster management min-
ister Javed Khan told AFP. Seven people died

when their houses were washed away by down-
pours, he said, with several still missing.

In neighbouring Jharkhand state, scores of cars
remain submerged in floodwaters after five days
of heavy rain. Experts say climate change is
increasing the frequency and intensity of annual
monsoon storms between June and September.

Western Maharashtra state has been hit by
severe rainstorms, with landslides sending tor-
rents of mud onto villages and killing at least 200
people . The northern Himalayan states of
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand have also
been badly hit.

Seven people were killed in a landslide in
Himachal Pradesh this week and another seven
people died in an intense storm that hit the remote
village of Honzar in Indian Kashmir. Several
tourists remain stranded in the two states, with
debris blocking key routes. —AFP

ALLAHABAD: A devotee performs rituals near the
submerged banks of the Ganges River as the water
level of the Ganges and Yamuna rises in Allahabad
yesterday. —AFP

Tuition curbs pile 
on the anxiety for 
China’s parents
BEIJING: In Beijing’s exclusive Haidian district,
Zhao says she ploughs $10,000 a year into extra
classes for her eight-year-old, a leg up in the com-
petitive scramble of modern China — and an
advantage the state now wants to restrict.

As they scythe down oversized businesses,
Chinese authorities say the vast tutoring sector has
to turn non-profit, effectively wiping out the busi-
ness models of education companies that have spun
billions from the anxieties of China’s parents. But
last weekend’s edict by the State Council has drawn
scepticism from Haidian’s parents, who are normally

sure-footed as they plot their child’s path to univer-
sity. “Without extra classes, it might become diffi-
cult to keep up,” lamented Zhao, a 42-year-old
mother giving only her surname, of the prospects of
her child who is taking extra classes in Chinese,
English and mathematics.

The move to non-profit status — and a ban on
teaching core subjects on weekends and during hol-
idays — aims to ease pressure on pupils and curb
high education costs, authorities said. But parents
say those fine aims do not change the wider envi-
ronment facing their children.

“It still involves ‘involution’,” she added, invoking
a tag used to describe the race to outcompete that
ends up nowhere. For China’s middle-class kids, that
race starts as early as kindergarten — which must
be bilingual for those who can afford it.

Analysts offer a partial explanation of the gov-
ernment’s motivations for taking on tutoring, a move
that saw the share prices of listed education behe-

moths tank while their billionaire founders shed for-
tunes almost overnight.

In theory, taking some air out of the sector could
ease burdens on a daunting part of child-raising: the
huge cost of education. Many young Chinese cite
education costs as a reason they are unwilling to
have children. But for parents in competitive cities,
the idea of failing to provide the best is a non-
starter.

“I don’t think it’ll be particularly effective... you
can’t stop one-to-one classes,” said freelancer Jin
Song, 45, who has a daughter starting middle
school. “Those who have a little more money will
find a way.”

During a recent evening in Haidian — home to
China’s elite Tsinghua University — teenagers shuf-
fled to private classes over their summer break. The
pressure for both pupils and parents spikes further
during “gaokao”, the notorious entrance examina-
tion for Chinese universities. —AFP

Police guard killed at UN compound 
as fighting rages for Afghan city

Tanzania opposition 
calls for protests 
over leader’s arrest 
DAR ES SALAAM: Tanzania’s main opposition par-
ty yesterday called for protests over the arrest of its
leader and said it had mounted a legal challenge to
charges of terrorism filed against him. Chadema
chairman Freeman Mbowe was arrested 10 days
ago along with other senior party members as they
were preparing to hold a public forum calling for
constitutional reforms.

The nighttime police raid and subsequent
charges against Mbowe have raised concern
among rights groups and Western nations about
the rule of law in Tanzania under new President
Samia Suluhu Hassan.

At a press briefing yesterday, Chadema secretary
general John Mnyika said the party had filed a legal
challenge to the case against Mbowe, saying charg-
ing him without his lawyer present was a violation
of his rights.

Mnyika also urged party members and support-
ers to stage peaceful protests against the “fabricat-
ed” charges when Mbowe’s case is due back in court
on August 5. Mbowe, 59, was charged on Monday
with terrorism financing and conspiracy — offences
that do not allow for bail under Tanzanian law.

Critics have said the action against him was a
throwback to the oppressive rule of Tanzania’s late
leader John Magufuli and showed that little had
changed under Hassan. The United States has
expressed concern over Mbowe’s arrest and urged
Hassan, who took office in March following
Magufuli’s death, to ensure freedoms for all
Tanzanians. —AFP


