
WASHINGTON: US authorities began on Friday
deporting some migrant families on flights to
Central America as part of an expedited system
to remove people who arrived without authori-
zation via Mexico.

Expedited deportations have been a tactic
used by both Republican and Democratic
administrations in an effort to deter illegal bor-
der crossings, and comes amid a spike in arrivals.
The Department of Homeland Security said the
families were sent back to their home countries,
including Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras,
but did not provide a number of people.

“The expedited removal process is a lawful
means to securely manage our border, and it is a
step toward our broader aim to realize safe and
orderly immigration processing,” DHS said in a
statement. The number of migrants caught by
US authorities illegally crossing the Mexico
border surged by 4.5 percent in June, despite
predictions of a falloff in hot summer weather,
officials said in July.

The southern US border has drawn record
numbers of migrants throughout the pandemic

and after Central America was battered by a
series of destructive storms. Republican law-
makers have slammed President Joe Biden for
reversing Trump-era immigration restrictions,
including the “remain in Mexico” policy, which
had forced thousands of asylum seekers from
Central America to stay south of the US border
until their claims were processed.

Biden officials announced plans Monday to
use the expedited deportation flights after
another jump in the number of undocumented
Central American families crossing. About one-
third of those caught in June by US authorities
were from Mexico, followed by three Central
American countries: the so-called Northern
Triangle of Honduras, Guatemala and El
Salvador. Most South American migrants came
from Ecuador and Venezuela.

The number of children crossing without par-
ents or guardians in June, whom the US govern-
ment promises to resettle in the United States
rather than push back into Mexico, jumped by
eight percent from May, totaling 15,253 — or
more than 500 minors a day. —AFP

Migrants caught by US authorities illegally crossing Mexico border surged by 4.5% in June
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SUNLAND PARK: File photo taken on July 22, 2021 shows a woman who was apprehended crossing the US-
Mexico border, speaks to a United States Border Patrol agent from the back of a transport van in Sunland
Park, New Mexico. —AFP

US sanctions top 
Cuban police for 
suppressing protests 
WASHINGTON: The US slapped fresh sanctions
Friday on Cuban police for suppressing anti-gov-
ernment demonstrations this month, with President
Joe Biden warning additional punitive measures
were in store if the communist-ruled nation does
not undertake sweeping reforms.

“There will be more unless there is some drastic
change in Cuba, which I don’t anticipate,” Biden
told reporters before hosting a group of Cuban-
American leaders at the White House. Earlier in the
day the US Treasury named National Revolutionary
Police Director Oscar Callejas Valcarce and Deputy
Director Eddy Sierra Arias to its sanctions blacklist,
which freezes any property they might have in the
United States and bars US transactions with them.

“The Treasury Department will continue to des-
ignate and call out by name those who facilitate the
Cuban regime’s involvement in serious human rights
abuse,” said Andrea Gacki, director of the
Treasury’s main sanctions unit, the Office of Foreign
Assets Control.

“Today’s action serves to further hold account-
able those responsible for suppressing the Cuban
people’s calls for freedom and respect for human
rights,” Gacki said. On July 11 and 12, thousands of
Cubans took to the streets, shouting “Freedom,”
“Down with the dictatorship” and “We’re hungry”
in the biggest protests since the revolution that
brought Fidel Castro to power in 1959.

Hundreds of people were arrested and many face
charges of contempt, public disorder, vandalism and
propagation of the coronavirus pandemic for
marching without face masks.

Shoulder to shoulder 
On July 24 a government official said about 60

Cubans had been prosecuted for participating in

the demonstrations. The Treasury said the NRP
was the main unit  of  the Inter ior  Ministry
deployed to stifle the demonstrations and was
responsible for beating a number of peaceful
protesters.

On Friday Biden stood shoulder to shoulder with
Cuban American leaders at a White House meeting.
“We hear your voices. We hear the cries of freedom
coming from the island,” the president said.

Biden has come under fire from Republicans who
criticize what they say is his weak stance against
Havana. “Biden’s lack of leadership is a disgrace and
undermines the cause of freedom in Cuba and
around the world,” the Republican National
Committee said in a statement.

The White House issued a forceful defense of

the president, saying Biden has been watching
developments on the island closely. “He’s made
clear that Cuba is led by a failed and repressive
regime, and that communism is a universally failed
ideology,” White House spokeswoman Karine
Jean-Pierre said.

On Thursday the European Union called on Cuba
to release people arrested “arbitrarily” during the
protests. “We are very concerned about the repres-
sion of these protests, as well as for the arrest of
protesters and journalists,” the 27-nation bloc said
in a statement.

“We urge (the Cuban government) to release all
arbitrarily detained protesters, to listen to the voic-
es of its citizens, and to engage in an inclusive dia-
logue on their grievances.” —AFP

Gaddafi’s son 
hints at Libya 
presidential bid
TRIPOLI: Seif al-Islam, the son of slain
dictator Muammar Gaddafi, wants to
“restore the lost unity” of Libya after a
decade of chaos and does not exclude
standing for the presidency. He spoke in
a rare interview, given to the New York
Times at an opulent two-storey villa
inside a gated compound at Zintan in the
west of the North African country.

For years, mystery had surrounded
the precise whereabouts of a man want-
ed for war crimes by the International
Criminal Court (ICC).

The 49-year-old, who before 2011
had been seen as his father’s presumed
successor, said politicians in the decade
since have brought Libyans “nothing but
misery”.

“It is time for a return to the past.
The country — it ’s on its knees. . .
There’s no money, no security. There’s
no life here,” Seif al-Islam said in his

first appearance in years.
After four decades in power, Muammar

Gaddafi and his relatives were the target
of a popular uprising in 2011. Three of the
dictator’s seven sons were killed, but the
fate of Seif al-Islam, whose name means
“sword of Islam” was unknown.

He was captured by a Libyan militia
in November 2011, days after his father
was killed. Four years later, a Tripoli
court sentenced him in absentia to death
for crimes committed during the revolt.

The ICC has repeatedly asked for him
to be handed over for trial.

Political comeback 
Until the interview, Seif al-Islam had

not been seen or heard from since June
2014, when he appeared via video link
from Zintan during his trial by the Tripoli
court.

Seif al-Islam said in the interview that
he was a free man organising a political
return, and that his former captors “are
now my friends”.

He told the paper the militiamen
eventually realised he could be a power-
ful ally.

In recent years Libya has been split
between two rival administrations

backed by foreign forces and countless
militias.

In October, after Turkey-backed
forces of the Tripoli-based Government
of National Accord (GNA) routed those
of eastern military strongman Khalifa
Haftar, the two camps agreed a ceasefire
in Geneva.

The security situation has been slow-
ly improving since. A provisional gov-
ernment was agreed in March, and gen-
eral elections are expected to take place
on December 24.

Any possible return by Seif al-Islam
to Libyan politics would face hurdles,
including his conviction by the Tripoli
court and the ICC warrant for his arrest.

But the Britain-educated son of
Muammar Gaddafi seems undeterred,
according to the New York Times. Seif
al-Islam said “he was confident that
these legal issues could be negotiated
away if a majority of the Libyan people
choose him as their leader”.

The paper quoted him as saying:
“I’ve been away from the Libyan people
for 10 years. You need to come back
slowly, slowly. Like a striptease. You
need to play with their minds a little.”

Asked if it felt strange to seek shelter

in Libyan homes when he was on the run
in 2011, he was as enigmatic as some of
the opinions expressed in his late
father’s ‘Green Book’. “We’re like fish,
and the Libyan people are like a sea for
us,” Seif al-Islam replied.

“Without them, we die. That’s where
we get support. We hide here. We fight
here. We get support from there. The
Libyan people are our ocean.” —AFP

France to extrade 
Burkina Faso’s former
president’s brother  
PARIS: France on Friday cleared the extradition of
Francois Compaore, the brother of Burkina Faso’s
former president, to his home country where he is
wanted in connection with the murder of a promi-
nent journalist.

The Council of State, France’s highest court for
cases involving public administration, rejected an
appeal by Compaore’s lawyers against a previous
ruling for his extradition, saying there were no
constitutional or other grounds to overturn the
decision.

Compaore is the younger brother of Blaise
Compaore, who was ousted in a popular uprising
in 2014 — after 27 years in power that started with
a coup d’etat-and went into exile in Ivory Coast.
The murdered journalist was Norbert Zongo,
director of the weekly magazine L’Independant
and an investigative reporter. His charred body was
found on December 13, 1998, along with three
killed colleagues in a burnt-out car on a road south
of the capital Ouagadougou. The killings sparked
mass protests in Burkina Faso and drew interna-
tional condemnation. Initially only one suspect,
presidential guard member Marcel Kafando, was
charged for the killing and later acquitted.

Zongo had been investigating the death of
David Ouedraogo, Francois Compaore’s driver.
Burkina Faso closed the probe after freeing the
guard member, but the judiciary reopened the case
after Blaise Compaore had been deposed.

An independent investigation ordered by the
subsequent government concluded that the assas-
sination was linked to the professional activities of
the journalist who had a track record of uncovering
irregularities in the Compaore regime. Six sus-
pects, all members of the presidential guard, were
identified by the independent investigators and
three were charged. The Burkina Faso judiciary
suspects that Francois Compaore may have
ordered the hit, although he has not so far been
charged with any crime.

Burkina Faso on Friday hailed the decision as a
“victory”. “We are convinced of the validity of our
demand,” said Ousseni Tamboura, communications
minister and a government spokesman. French
police arrested Compaore at Charles de Gaulle air-
port in Paris in October 2017 following an interna-
tional arrest warrant issued by his country’s gov-
ernment. In 2020, Burkina Faso made a deal with
France for his extradition.

Compaore’s lawyers said on Friday that their
client was ready to face his country’s judiciary
“with dignity, honour and responsibility”. But they
added in a statement sent to AFP that he felt the
extradition was politically motivated, and that the
council had failed to take into account the risk of
torture, inhumane treatment and of an unfair trial
awaiting him.

“He would certainly be exposed to such risks if
he were handed over to Burkina Faso,” they said.
Compaore has appealed to the European Court of
Human Rights in the hope of stopping the extradi-
tion, they said. The court has given France until
August 3 to ensure that Compaore does not face
torture back home.  —AFP
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HAVANA: File photo shows a man being arrested during a demonstration against the government of Cuban
President Miguel Diaz-Canel in Havana. —AFP

Seif Al-Islam

One dies, six 
injured in Russia 
arms plant fire 
MOSCOW: One worker died and another six were
in hospital with burns following a fire at a defence
industry plant in southern Russia, authorities said
on Friday. Russian media said the six injured peo-
ple were fighting for their lives following the
Thursday evening fire at the Kamensky chemical

plant in the southern Rostov region, which they
described as an arms production plant.

“As a result of the incident, seven people
received burns,” said the ministry of trade and
industry which oversees the plant. “Unfortunately,
one man died,” the ministry said in a statement to
AFP. The plant, which is located in the town of
Kamensk-Shakhtinsky, released a terse statement
saying seven workers were hospitalised.

Neither the plant nor the ministry provided any
information on the severity of the injuries. But
Russian news agencies, citing informed sources,
said the six workers were in critical condition.
“Doctors are fighting for their lives,” an informed

source told news agency Interfax.
The plant stressed that the fire had been swiftly

put out and “no harmful emissions had been
released into the atmosphere.” Authorities
launched a probe which is headed by an official
who is in charge of production of conventional
arms and ammunition at the ministry of industry
and trade.

The plant, which describes itself as working to
strengthen Russia’s defence capabilities, declined
to provide further comment. Officials in Kamensk-
Shakhtinsky and the chief doctor of the local hos-
pital, which is treating the workers, declined to
comment.

“Neither I, nor my staff will speak to you,” the
doctor told AFP. The ministry of industry and
trade implied that the workers violated safety reg-
ulations. “The technological operation during
which the fire occurred is highly automated and
does not foresee the presence of people on the
shop floor,” the ministry said in a statement.

Interfax said that the fire started because
workers at the plant violated safety rules while
handling “chemical reagents.” Dmitry Kapranov,
the ministry official in charge of the probe at the
plant, was not available for comment. His assistant
said he had left for Kamensk-Shakhtinsky
Thursday evening. —AFP


