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KUWAIT: A group photo of officials participating in the event.

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider
in Kuwait, organized a second COVID-19 vaccina-
tion campaign for its staff at its main headquarters
in Shuwaikh in collaboration with the Ministry of
Health. The company vaccinated a new group of its
employees with the aim of supporting the efforts
exerted by the authorities in immunizing the com-
munity during the pandemic.

Zain considers itself an active partner of the
Ministry of Health and other entities in protecting the
local community against the threats of the pandemic.
Since the early days of the crisis, Zain was keen on
effectively responding to the efforts of various
authorities in the nation by supporting initiatives and
programs that contributed to lessening the health,
economic, and social impacts of the pandemic. 

The internal vaccination campaign came as a
continuation of the first campaign Zain held back in
June, where a large number of staff received their
vaccinations at the company’s main headquarters.
The Ministry of Health’s team was present a second
time to administer vaccinations to a new group of
employees in an effort to immunize the largest num-
ber of interested employees and their families. 

Zain expressed its utmost appreciation and grati-

tude to the Ministry of Health’s officials for
responding to its call to conduct the two internal
vaccination campaigns, as well as for their keenness
on being present at the company’s main HQ to coor-
dinate the campaign efficiently. Zain hopes such ini-
tiatives would contribute to imprinting a positive
impact in strengthening social immunity and sup-
porting MoH’s efforts in protecting the community
from the pandemic. 

Throughout the past 19 months, Zain has show-
cased the spirit of responsibility as a leading
national company by making its human and tech
resources available to shoulder the public sector
and maintain the nation’s wellbeing. The company
also launched numerous social awareness cam-
paigns aimed at elevating the health and safety of
the community. Not only that, but Zain was also
keen on continuing its support of social, education-
al, and cultural initiatives - which it has always been
a top supporter of - in a virtual format this time to
adhere to official health measures and guidelines to
keep everyone involved safe. 

Zain’s tireless efforts have extended throughout
the year, where it has launched its own social initia-
tives, supported existing health and social pro-

grams, in addition to handling the crisis, all under its
corporate sustainability and social responsibility
strategy. Being one of the biggest private sector

leaders in the country, Zain was keen on reflecting
its role by supporting the public sector, especially
during crises which show the nation’s true soul.

Zain holds second COVID
vaccination campaign for staff

Company vaccinated new group of employees in partnership with MoH

KUWAIT: Zain and MoH officials during the campaign.

50 years of 
Kuwait-China
strategic partnership
KUWAIT: Xue Chuanlai, defense
attache of the Chinese Embassy in
Kuwait, made a statement yesterday
during an online celebration of the 94th
anniversary of the founding of the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) held by the embassy. The follow-
ing are excerpts from the statement:
“Today we are gathering online to cel-
ebrate the 94th anniversary of the
founding of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army. First of all, as the
Defense Attache of the Chinese
Embassy and on behalf of Ambassador
Li Minggang, I’d like to extend to all of you my warmest welcome
and sincere appreciation for your participation.

“The Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) was founded
by the Communist Party of China (CPC) on August 1, 1927.
Over the past 94 years, especially since the 18th Party
Congress, under the strong leadership of the Party Central
Committee with comrade Xi Jinping at its core, people’s armed
forces have comprehensively deepened its national defense
and military reforms and taken bold steps on the road to a
strong military with Chinese characteristics, achieving a revolu-
tionary reshaping and moving into a new era. 

“On the journey ahead, aiming at the goal of elevating
People’s Armed Forces to world-class standards, People’s Armed
Forces will fully implement Xi Jinping’s vision on strengthening
the military as well as military strategy for the new era, maintain
the Party’s absolute leadership over the people’s armed forces,
follow a Chinese path to military development, and constantly
enhance its capabilities to address various security threats and
accomplish diversified military tasks. China people’s armed
forces will resolutely safeguard national sovereignty, security
and development, provide a strong guarantee for the Chinese
dream of achieving the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.

“The Chinese nation has always loved peace. Peace, concord,

and harmony are ideas the Chinese nation has pursued and car-
ried forward for more than 5,000 years. Since the beginning of
modern times, the Chinese people have suffered from aggres-
sions and wars, and have learned the value of peace and the
pressing need for development. Therefore, China will never inflict
such sufferings on any other country. Since its founding 72 years
ago, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) has never started any
war or conflict. The Chinese nation does not carry aggressive
and hegemonic traits in its genes.  “On the journey ahead, China
will remain committed to implementing the independent foreign
policy of peace, adhere to the defense policy purely defensive in
nature and a military strategy of active defense, follow the path
of peaceful development, contribute to building a human com-
munity with a shared future, using China’s achievements in devel-
opment to provide new opportunities to the world. History
proves and will continue to prove that China will never follow the
beaten track of big powers in seeking hegemony. No matter how
it might develop, China will never threaten any other country or
seek any sphere of influence. A strong military of China will
always be a staunch force for world peace, stability and the
building of a human community with a shared future.

“Kuwait is the first Gulf Arab country establishing diplo-
matic relations with China. This year carries special meaning,
marking the 50th anniversary of the founding of our bilateral
relations, and also the 3rd anniversary of the establishment of
strategic partnership. Over the past 50 years, especially while
facing the COVID-19 pandemic, the traditional friendship and
strategic partnership between us has stood the test of chang-
ing international and regional climate. Focusing on the 50th
anniversary, overcoming the influence of COVID-19 pandemic,
we plan and organize a series of activities, and find new and
important areas to cooperate, therefore, further boosting our
relationship. On the journey ahead, under the framework of
strategic partnership, we will enhance our political mutual
trust, focus on the alignment of the Belt and Road Initiative
with the 2035 Vision, expand the depth and width of pragmat-
ic cooperation and bring much more benefits to the two peo-
ples. Military-to-military relationship is an important part of
the bilateral ties, and some progress has been witnessed in the
past years. And as the Chinese Defense Attache in Kuwait, I do
hope our two militaries work together to explore new fields in
defense cooperation, anti-terrorism, the military exchanges,
doing our utmost to open up new cooperation prospects.
Finally, let’s wish the friendship between the two countries and
the two militaries lasting forever.”

Indian embassy
holds event on
fight against COVID 
KUWAIT: Embassy of India in Kuwait organized an
event titled ‘India-Kuwait Joint Fight Against COVID-
19’ recently to reaffirm the commitment from both the
sides to continue to remain steadfastly united in the
collective fight against the deadly pandemic, a press
release issued by the embassy said. 

Kuwaiti dignitaries representing various ministries
and departments of the government of the state of
Kuwait and the civil society in Kuwait, including
Ambassador Ali Sulaiman Al-Saeed, Assistant Foreign
Minister, Asia Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Kuwait (virtually); Abdulkarim Taqi, Director General,
Public Authority of Industry, Kuwait; Sheikh Yousef
Abdullah Sabah Al-Nasser Al-Sabah, Director
General, Kuwait Ports Authority; Jamal Hadhel Al-
Jalawi, Director General, Directorate General of
Customs, Kuwait;  Yousef Sulaiman Al-Fouzan,
Director General of Civil Aviation, Kuwait; and Anwar
Al-Hasawi, Deputy Chairman, Kuwait Red Crescent
Society, graced the event with their presence. The
dignitaries who addressed the gathering spoke about
the historic ties between India and Kuwait and
expressed their desire to work together to further

strengthen the relationship and take this partnership
further, the release added. 

The event was also an occasion to express grati-
tude to all the stakeholders from both the countries,
including the frontline healthcare workers, scientists,
business communities, airlines staff, service providers
who have kept the supply chains of essential supplies
open, and all those who have made immense contri-
butions in this long and arduous struggle against the
pandemic. 

Indian Ambassador to Kuwait Sibi George inaugu-
rated the event with his inaugural address. During his
address, the ambassador spoke about the strong, close
and historic India-Kuwait friendship, about the high-
level political exchanges which now define the
unprecedented positive momentum in the bilateral
relations, summarized the journey so far in the collec-
tive action against COVID-19, expressed his gratitude
to the leadership, government, the concerned agencies,
the people of Kuwait and the Indian community in
Kuwait for the assistance offered to India during the
second wave of COVID-19 pandemic. 

The ambassador accompanied by the dignitaries
unveiled a memorial plaque to mark the occasion and
the partnership, especially the recently concluded suc-
cessful air sea bridge operation. An artist from the
Kuwaiti Arts Association, Mahmoud Al-Qattan pre-
sented a painting capturing the historic moment when
in the spirit of solidarity and friendship, Kuwait had lit
up the iconic Kuwait Towers with the display of
national flags of India and Kuwait, the release added.

Health Ministry
launches blood
donation campaign
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Health Ministry launched yes-
terday a blood donation campaign entitled
‘Together Forever’ for the sixth year in a row coin-
ciding with the Iraqi invasion’s anniversary, spon-
sored by Health Minister Dr Basel Al-Sabah. Dr
Hanan Al-Awadhi, Acting Director of Blood
Transfusion and Administration Services, said the
campaign will start at 9 am tomorrow at the Central
Blood Bank in Jabriya, noting that all centers affiliat-

ed with the department will also receive donors.
Dr Awadhi explained that this sixth campaign is

within the framework of joint cooperation between
the Ministry of Health represented by the Central
Blood Bank, the ministries of the state and civil sec-
tors. The previous campaigns had been successful
in increasing the number of donors, as 475 blood
bags were collected in 2020 and 468 blood bags in
2019, expressing her hope to increase the number
this year, she added.

She called on the public to participate in this
national occasion in a practical way by donating
blood to renew the love of Kuwait. The campaign
also helped during COVID-19 pandemic as Kuwaitis
and residents of all spectrums proved their solidarity
and cohesion to confront this pandemic and did not
stop donating blood, Dr Awadhi noted. —AFP

Xue Chuanlai


