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KUWAIT: The UN office in Kuwait praised the 
cooperation with the Kuwaiti ministries and public 
and private bodies in combating human trafficking 
and preventing the exploitation of human rights. In 
a press statement Friday, the UN Secretary-General 
Representative and Resident Coordinator in the 
country Dr Tariq Al-Sheikh on the occasion of the 
World Day Against Trafficking in Persons, which 
was marked on Friday, said that international migra-
tion organization has undertaken many projects and 
initiatives aimed at combating human trafficking. He 
noted that among those projects are five awareness 
campaigns to shed light on human trafficking and 

the rights of domestic workers in partnership with 
the Kuwaiti ministries of foreign affairs, interior and 
information. He affirmed that the organization 
worked in close partnership with the government of 
Kuwait to enhance the capacities of the relevant 
national authorities and ministries in charge of pro-
tecting victims of trafficking. 

Sheikh stated that the UN affirms its commitment 
to combating human trafficking, and to this end, sev-
eral agreements were signed, including the Protocol 
to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Human Trafficking. 
The UN Migration Network supports the capabili-
ties of the Kuwaiti government to enhance and 

improve migration governance, including facilitating 
regular migration pathways and addressing and 
reducing vulnerabilities faced by migrants, he added. 
Meanwhile, the Head of the IOM’s mission in Kuwait, 
Mazen Abul-Hassan, said that every year the organi-
zation seizes this opportunity to raise awareness of 
the seriousness of the crime of human trafficking, 
highlighting the suffering of survivors and clarify 
their rights. Abul-Hassan added that the organization 
relies on two approaches to combat human traffick-
ing, firstly, prevention through awareness-raising 
and training on the issue of human trafficking, and 
secondly, protection by providing assistance to sur-

vivors and working with governments on policies to 
combat this crime. — KUNA

UN hails Kuwait’s efforts in 
combating human trafficking

KUWAIT: Given the crucial need for collaborative 
actions and joint efforts to enhance the national secu-
rity, raise awareness on the plight of millions of peo-
ple in the country and around the world who are vic-
tims of human trafficking, and direct public opinion to 
combat and abolish this contemporary form of slav-
ery, Ooredoo Telecom, the first to introduce innova-
tive digital services in Kuwait, in association with the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM), UN 

migration agency in Kuwait, launched an awareness 
campaign calling for a world free of human trafficking. 

The campaign came as a continuation of the suc-
cess achieved by Ooredoo and IOM in their previous 
collaborations that shed light on several phenomena 
that aim to protect human rights, freedom, safety and 
dignity. In its part, Ooredoo Kuwait have sent text 
messages to its customers and published awareness 
posts on its social media pages to develop a national 
consensus on the concept of human trafficking and 
what practices are included within the concept of 
slavery. The campaign also came in celebration of the 
World Day against Trafficking in Persons happening 
in July 30, 2021. 

Human Trafficking is the recruitment, transporta-
tion, transfer, harboring or receipt of people through 
force, fraud or deception, with the aim of exploiting 

them for money. The phenomenon of human traffick-
ing is the third largest crime industry in the world, it 
is a serious crime and a grave violation of human 
rights. It is a global phenomenon calling on all busi-
nesses, individuals and governments to intensify 
their collective efforts to address and combat such 
practices that are considered as a crime against 
humanity and promote the concepts of slavery and 
gender inequality. 

Fatima Dashti, Senior Manager, Public Relations, 
Internal Communications and Corporate Social 
Responsibility at Ooredoo Kuwait, said: “Victims of 
human trafficking including women and children are 
countless, hence, child labor is just one form of 
human trafficking, even with their parent’s consent 
without being subjected to violence, threats or coer-
cion, the child remains a victim of trafficking. As long 

as the phenomenon of human trafficking is still exist-
ing, our continuous efforts to fight it and raise aware-
ness among the community remain our top priority 
until an end to trafficking is put.” 

“The text messages that were sent included 
advices and instructions that ensure the achievement 
of the educational and societal role, increasing their 
awareness and enlightening them on the various 
aspects that serve the country and its people” Dashti 
added.  

Mazen Aboulhosn, IOM Kuwait’s Chief of Mission, 
said: “At IOM we adapt a victim-centered methodol-
ogy that provides assistance to potential victims of 
trafficking. Today, through our continuous collabora-
tion with Ooredoo, we work hand in hand to shed 
light on various practices that negatively affect the 
national health and safety.”

Ooredoo Kuwait 
promotes world free 
of human trafficking 

KUWAIT: As part of its efforts to enhance finan-
cial culture, and in support of the anti-cybercrime 
efforts, National Bank of Kuwait (NBK), in cooper-
ation with the Ministry of Interior and LOYAC vol-
unteer organization, is launching an awareness 
campaign on social media for combating cyber-
crimes and protecting the society from the related 
challenges. 

This campaign includes awareness messages 
aiming to raise social awareness of the basics of 
cybersecurity, including videos by a group of 
experts and specialists from the Cybercrime 
Department of the Ministry of Interior, on the social 
media platforms of NBK, MOI and LOYAC. 

This sponsorship comes in support of anti-
cybercrime efforts and the Central Bank of Kuwait’s 
“Let’s Be Aware” campaign. Awareness messages 
cover key topics in this area including protection 
from fraudulent banking messages, hacking of 
banking applications, and identification and report-
ing of suspicious activities, ATM withdrawals, iden-
tification of phishing messages, the importance of 
frequently changing the PIN of bank cards, and 
other topics directly related to the security of cus-
tomers and their accounts. 

On this occasion, the Acting Head of the 
Technical Support Section in the Cybercrime 
Department, Major Ammar Al-Sarraf, said that the 
Cybercrime Department at the Ministry of Interior 
saves no effort in educating the community about 
the risks of these crimes through specialists, aim-

NBK organizes  
campaign on 
cybercrime

ing to support the efforts of institutions in Kuwait 
in this regard. 

Meanwhile, Yaqoub Al-Baqer, Public Relations 
Team Leader at National Bank of Kuwait, stated 
that NBK’s launching of this campaign comes in line 
with its social responsibility and role to increase 
awareness, as a leading regional financial institution, 
on how to deal with cybercrime risk and guiding 
society and customers make the utmost benefit 

from the technological revolution in easy and secure 
banking transactions. 

Baqer described NBK’s cooperation with the 
Ministry of Interior in this awareness-raising cam-
paign as vital and effective, highlighting MOI dedi-
cated efforts to combat this type of crimes. He also 
commended LOYAC’s participation referring to its 
strong links with different segments of society, 
especially the youth, which will help create a quick 

positive impact in raising banking awareness. 
As the leading financial institution in Kuwait 

and the region, NBK frequently organizes various 
activities that contribute to raising awareness 
about all topics related to the banking sector. It 
also organizes a wide range of training courses in 
the areas of combating fraud and financial crime, 
and frequently posts related awareness material on 
its social platforms. 

Man hid drugs in 
fire extinguishers

KUWAIT: Police arrested a man with posses-
sion of 10 kilograms of Captagon powder hid-
den in fire extinguishers, the Interior Ministry 
announced yesterday. The Kuwaiti man admit-
ted during investigation to possession of drugs 
with intend to sell, the ministry said in a press 
statement. The suspect was taken to the prop-
er authorities for further action.
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If the result of the second PCR test is negative, 

they will complete the seventh day of quarantine at 
the hotel and seven days at home. Kuwaitis who 
have received unrecognized vaccines outside 
Kuwait will be treated as unvaccinated. Members of 
the foreign diplomatic corps in Kuwait, their first-
degree relatives (spouses and children) and their 
domestic helpers are exempted from institutional 
quarantine, provided they produce their official IDs. 

Medical staff in the government and private sec-
tors and their spouses and children, in addition to 
their domestic helpers, are also exempted from 
institutional quarantine provided they produce doc-
uments proving their profession. The circular also 
said only Kuwaiti citizens who have been fully vac-
cinated will be allowed to travel out of Kuwait from 
today. — Agencies 

Kuwait prepares 
to receive fully...
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The price of journeys start at 2,195 

Saudi riyals (about $585), according to 
travel agencies, with some itineraries 
including Luxor in Egypt and Petra in 
Jordan. Cruise Saudi, owned by the king-
dom’s Public Investment Fund, also struck 
a deal in April with MSC Cruises to launch 
winter voyages between Nov 2021 and 
March 2022. These cruises will start out 
from Jeddah and Dammam on the eastern 
Gulf coast of Saudi Arabia in the hope of 
attracting 170,000 guests. 

The global cruise industry has taken a 
severe hit as a result of the coronavirus 
pandemic, which has so far resulted in the 
death of more than four million people 
worldwide. Saudi Arabia is accelerating a 
nationwide COVID-19 vaccination drive 
as it moves to revive tourism and host 
sports and entertainment events. MSC 
Bellissima’s crew stayed in quarantine for 
14 days before the trip on Friday, accord-
ing to Saudi state television.  

On Thursday the kingdom announced 
that it will open its doors to fully-inoculat-
ed visitors. However, Riyadh did not 
announce any lifting of restrictions on the 
umrah, a pilgrimage that can be undertak-
en at any time, which usually attracts mil-
lions of Muslims from across the globe 
each year. “The Ministry of Tourism 
announced that the Kingdom will open its 
doors to foreign tourists, and lift... the sus-

pension of entry for tourist visa holders, 
starting from August 1,” the Saudi Press 
Agency reported. 

It said travelers fully vaccinated with 
Saudi-approved jabs - Pfizer, AstraZeneca, 
Moderna or Johnson & Johnson - will be 
able to enter the kingdom “without the 
need for an institutional quarantine peri-
od”, provided they also have proof of a 
negative PCR COVID-19 test taken within 
the last 72 hours and register their details 
with health authorities. 

COVID-19 hugely disrupted the hajj 
and umrah pilgrimages, usually a key rev-
enue earner for the kingdom - in normal 
times, they together rake in some $12 bil-
lion annually. Currently only immunized 
pilgrims resident in Saudi Arabia are eligi-
ble for umrah permits. 

The government has accelerated a 
nationwide vaccination drive as it moves 
to revive tourism and host sports and 
entertainment extravaganzas, all pan-
demic-hit sectors. So far, 26 million jabs 
have been administered to the popula-
tion of 35 million, and the kingdom has 
said that from Aug 1, vaccinations will be 
mandatory to enter government and pri-
vate establishments, including education 
institutions and entertainment venues, as 
well as to use public transport. Saudi 
Arabia has registered more than 
523,000 coronavirus cases, with 8,213 
deaths. — Agencies 

Cruise ship sails as  
Saudi reopens to...
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The Mercer Street, an oil products 

tanker, was travell ing from Dar es 
Salaam in Tanzania to Fujairah in the 
United Arab Emirates with no cargo 
aboard when it was struck, Zodiac 
Maritime said. 

The US military said early indica-
tions “clearly point” to a drone strike 
on the Mercer Street, a Japanese-
owned tanker flying a Liberian flag. 
Iran’s Arabic-language Al-Alam state 
TV channel, citing “informed regional 
sources”, said the attack was a 
“response to a recent (Zionist) attack” 
targeting an airport in central Syria 
where Iran is backing the regime. 

Retired Zionist Brigadier General 
Shlomo Brom said the attack appeared 
to copy elements of a reported 
(Zionist) exploding drone strike on a 
centrifuge manufacturing site in Iran in 
June. The Zionist entity, Brom told AFP, 
“started developing drones and is 
among the first (countries) to develop 
the concept of a kamikaze.” “The 
Iranians are imitating us and adopting 
the same techniques,” said Brom, now a 
senior research fellow at the Zionist 
entity’s Institute for National Security 
Studies. 

Iran’s strike marked “a certain esca-
lation” but aimed at avoiding a full-
scale war,” he said. “They are not inter-

ested in a wider escalation, just as we 
are not interested in a wider escala-
tion,” Brom added. In June, Iran said it 
had foiled a sabotage attack on an 
atomic energy agency building near the 
city of Karaj west of Tehran. But aerial 
photographs obtained by private 
Zionist intelligence firm The Intel Lab 
revealed damage to the site. 

Several unmanned Iranian drones 
appear to have carried out the attack 
on the Mercer Street, crashing into liv-
ing quarters under the ship’s command 
center, the New York Times reported, 
citing anonymous Zionist officials. A 
statement from the US mil itary’s 
Central Command said on Friday that 
its naval forces answered a distress call 
after the attack. “US navy personnel 
are on the Mercer Street, assisting the 
vessel’s crew,” it said. “US navy explo-
sives experts are aboard to ensure 
there is no additional danger to the 
crew, and are prepared to support an 
investigation into the attack,” it added. 

By Friday afternoon, Zodiac 
Maritime said the ship was “sailing 
under the control of her crew” to a safe 
location under the protection of a US 
naval escort. The strike on the tanker 
comes as European powers meet with 
Iran in an effort to shore up a 2015 
agreement to curtail the Islamic repub-
lic’s nuclear program in exchange for 
lifting sanctions. — AFP 

Zionists blame  
Iran for attack...


