
Australian 
cricketers beat
flight ban to flee
COVID-hit India
SYDNEY: Two Australian cricketers ar-
rived back home yesterday after with-
drawing from the Indian Premier League
and fleeing the COVID-stricken country,
circumventing a ban on flights by travelling
via the Middle East. Kane Richardson and
Adam Zampa flew into Melbourne from
Doha and are currently undergoing quar-
antine, according to Cricket.com.au.

Earlier this week Australian Prime Min-
ister Scott Morrison announced a tempo-
rary ban on arrivals from India due to the
worsening coronavirus outbreak, leaving
thousands of Australians - including high-
profile cricketers - stranded. Zampa,
Richardson and Andrew Tye then left the
IPL, the world’s richest Twenty20 tourna-
ment, which is taking place in biosecure
conditions behind closed doors in six cities
until the end of May.

Fourteen of their compatriots remain in
India with the league’s eight teams, includ-
ing David Warner, Steve Smith, Pat Cum-

mins and Glenn Maxwell. Morrison has so
far rejected calls for charter flights to bring
Australians home, with the ban set to re-
main in place until at least May 15. Aus-
tralian national broadcaster ABC reported
the pair had not been given special per-
mission to fly and had booked their flights
to Doha within the existing rules.

Their return follows Tye’s arrival back

in Australia earlier this week. The Aus-
tralians’ exit comes as India’s daily death
toll from COVID-19 climbed above 3,600,
while the daily infection number hit a
global record at more than 379,000. The
Board of Control for Cricket in India has
said all players remaining in the country,
who are isolated in biosecure bubbles, are
“totally safe”. — AFP  
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LOS ANGELES: Chris Paul scored 28 points as
the Phoenix Suns punched their ticket to the
postseason for the first time in 11 years with a
109-101 win over the Los Angeles Clippers on
Wednesday. Paul scored 15 of his points in the
fourth quarter. The Suns improved to 44-18 on
the season and are now two games ahead of the
third place Clippers and one game back of the
Utah Jazz (45-17) atop the West.

The Suns were coming off an East Coast road
trip where they went 3-2, including snapping the
New York Knicks’ nine-game winning streak.
Paul also had 10 assists and three steals and
Devin Booker added 21 points and six rebounds
against the Clippers. Clippers new signee De-
Marcus Cousins did not play Wednesday after
scoring 16 points in their last game. Los Angeles
was without all-star Kawhi Leonard (foot) for a
fifth straight game. Paul George had 25 points
and 10 rebounds, and Marcus Morris added 16
points in the loss.

In Philadelphia, Seth Curry scored 20 points
as the Philadelphia 76ers clinched a playoff spot
with a 127-83 rout of the short-handed Atlanta
Hawks. Joel Embiid and Tobias Harris each fin-
ished with 17 points and seven rebounds as the
Sixers rolled over the Hawks, getting double fig-
ure scoring from a half dozen players in the 44-
point victory.

The Sixers improved to 41-21 on the season
by using a balanced attack that saw all 15 players
get on the scoresheet. “Coming into the season,
our goal was to win a championship,” Embiid

said. “There are a lot of steps to get there. But
we have everything we need to make it happen.”

Shake Milton and Furkan Korkmaz scored 12
apiece and Tyrese Maxey had 11 for Philadel-
phia. John Collins finished with 21 points,
Solomon Hill tallied 14, Skylar Mays had 11 and
Lou Williams 10 in the loss. The under-manned
Hawks played without key players including
Trae Young (left ankle), Cam Reddish (right
Achilles) and De’Andre Hunter (right knee).
Clint Capela finished with eight rebounds, snap-
ping his double-figure rebounding streak at 14
straight games.

In Washington, Bradley Beal scored a team
high 27 points and Russell Westbrook recorded
a triple double of 18 points, 18 rebounds and 14
assists as the Washington Wizards defeated the
struggling Los Angeles Lakers 116-107. The
Wizards boosted their playoff chances by im-
proving to 28-34 on the season as Westbrook
posted his 30th triple double of the season. The
Wizards currently hold the final playoff position
in the Eastern Conference standings.

Playoff boost 
“We earned that win with what we’ve done,”

said Wizards coach Scott Brooks. “We’ve got
two really high, high-level players, but our other
guys are coming along.” Anthony Davis scored
a team high 26 points for the Lakers, who shot
43 percent and grabbed just 49 rebounds com-
pared to the Wizards’ 61. Andre Drummond had
17 points and 11 rebounds for the Lakers, who

have lost four of five.
Westbrook fed Smith for a dunk with 9:11 left

in the fourth quarter to extend the Washington
lead to 19 points. Back-to-back dunks by Ben
McLemore and Davis made it 102-93 with 5:29
remaining. But Westbrook scored on a driving
layup and Beal drained a three-pointer to make

it 112-98 with just over three minutes left and the
Wizards would cruise from there. In Salt Lake
City, Bojan Bogdanovic scored 24 points as the
Utah Jazz set a franchise record for most points
in a game by clobbering the hapless Sacramento
King 154-105 in Sacramento. Eight players were
in double figures for Utah. — AFP 

Suns and Sixers clinch 
NBA postseason berths

PHOENIX: Paul George #13 of the LA Clippers looks to pass around Chris Paul #3 of the Phoenix Suns during the first half
of the NBA game at Phoenix Suns Arena on Wednesday. —AFP  

NEW DELHI: A policeman walks outside the Arun Jaitley Stadium on Wednesday during the 2021 Indian
Premier League (IPL) Twenty20 cricket match between the Sunrisers Hyderabad and the Chennai Su-
perkings with no spectators in attendance. — AFP 

Bingham and Murphy 
join Selby and Wilson 
in world snooker semis
LONDON: Stuart Bingham and Shaun Murphy both came
through hard-fought quarterfinals on Wednesday to ensure
three of the last four players left vying for this year’s world
snooker crown are former champions. Bingham, the 2015
world champion, edged out Anthony McGill 13-12. Meanwhile,
2005 title-winner Murphy defeated current world number
one Judd Trump, who took the title two years ago, 13-11.

Those matches were in marked contrast to the two quar-
terfinals completed earlier at Sheffield’s Crucible Theatre.
Mark Selby overwhelmed fellow three-time former cham-
pion Mark Williams 13-3 while 2020 finalist Kyren Wilson
reeled off five frames in a row to seal a 13-8 victory over
2010 champion Neil Robertson. Wilson will now play Mur-
phy in the semifinals, with Selby facing Bingham in an all-
English last four. 

Bingham won a final-frame decider to see off Scotland’s
Anthony McGill 13-12. McGill, who had caused the shock of
the tournament by knocking out reigning champion Ronnie
O’Sullivan in the previous round, made a fine break of 106
to extend his overnight lead to 10-7. But Bingham, who came
through qualifying, won five consecutive frames only for
McGill to take the next two to level at 12-12. — AFP 


