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DUNDEE, Canada: The Canada-US border has been closed
since the start of the pandemic more than a year ago, but not
for Paul-Maurice Patenaude who operates a parcel handoff
service from his house, which straddles the international bound-
ary. “I am both in Quebec and in the State of New York, look
how beautiful it is!” laughs the 82-year-old pensioner, one foot
on either side of a black line marking the border through the
ground floor of his 200-year-old stone and wood building.

Dozens of packages of all sizes left in his “drop-off” box have
been sorted and stored on shelves to await pickup. The imposing
three-storey former bar and grocery store has two addresses,
and two entrances. One is on the south side, in New York State,
where are parcels delivered by Fedex or UPS; the other on the
north side, in Dundee, a tiny Quebec town of 420 residents,
where Canadian customers come to collect their goods.

“Placed like this, between two customs offices, I’m pretty sure
it’s unique,” says Patenaude, leaning on his walker as he gives an
AFP reporter a tour. Thanks to an 1842 treaty, his house is one of
few in Canada and the United States to be split in two, and ac-
cording to him, the only one being used as a courier package
stopover. The process is simple: Packages arrive at the American
door, and Patenaude walks them over to the other side of his
house for pickup by Canadian customers who mosey over to a
Canada Border Services Agency office next door for checks,
and to pay any duties owed. This permits Canadians to avoid a
mandatory 14-day quarantine imposed on all non-essential
travelers since March 2020, as well as high international ship-
ping rates for some US online purchases. Many US businesses
also don’t ship abroad. Business is booming. 

“Over the past year, I’ve had an additional 1,800 customers,
almost three times more than usual,” says the former mayor of
Dundee. On average, 50 parcels a day are delivered through his

house. The small business, registered in the United States as Half
Way House Freight Forwarding, is in the name of his three chil-
dren, he says: Two live in the United States, the third in Quebec.
Patenaude lives on the upper floors and comes down to help out
five days a week. He’s been living in this house since 1951.

‘Life and death’ deliveries 
Customers come mainly from Quebec and neighboring On-

tario province. A few come from further afield. Richard
Lachance drove an hour from his home west of Montreal to pick
up American football boots ordered online for his son. “I have
a post office box in Plattsburgh (upstate New York) but with
Covid we can’t cross borders,” he explains.

By using Patenaude’s “halfway house” for parcels, he estimates
that he saved about US$200 (Can$250) in shipping costs to
Canada, which can sometimes be more expensive than the prod-
uct itself. Patenaude charges between Can$2 and Can$10 per par-
cel. It varies according to size, weight and sometimes “my mood,”
he says with a smile. But the influx of new customers has actually
been overwhelming at times, to the point that he said he “almost
stopped everything”. He says that he hopes the Canada-US bor-
der reopens soon to allow him to reclaim his otherwise peaceful
small-town life, including going fishing more often with his son.
“If you think I want (the border) to stay closed to increase my
clientele, never, ever! That’s the least of my desires,” he insists.

It was his customers’ heartfelt stories, he says, that made
him persevere. “For some, it’s almost a matter of life and death;
I have people who are sick, who need prescription drugs,
products that they cannot get in Canada,” he says. “This serv-
ice gives satisfaction to thousands of people, so I said to my-
self: Maybe we will have to continue doing it a little while
longer.” —AFP

Border parcel business 
thrives during pandemic

EU inches closer to
COVID certificate 
for travel
BRUSSELS: The European Parliament yesterday agreed its
position on how a COVID certificate should work, bringing
the EU closer to launching a document to open up travel
within the bloc. Europe intends to have a certificate showing
the bearer’s vaccination status, COVID test results and/or ev-
idence of having survived the disease up and running in June,
in time for the continent’s summer vacation period.

While technical work has been ongoing to ensure the cer-
tificate is recognized across all 27 EU member states, final
details have to be worked out involving capitals, the European
Commission and the parliament. The first change MEPs have
called for to a commission proposal is the name. Instead of a
“digital green certificate” they want to call it an “EU COVID-
19 certificate” - to avoid any implication of it becoming a
“vaccine passport”.

They said the document should “neither serve as travel
document nor become a precondition to exercise the right to
free movement” and should only be in use for 12 months.
Stressing that the certificate should not result in discrimina-
tion, parliament demanded that COVID-19 tests for travel
should be free of charge. —AFP

Colombians protest 
tax reform proposal 
amid pandemic
BOGOTA: Tens of thousands of people marched in Colombia
Wednesday against a proposed tax reform they say will leave
them poorer as the country battles its deadliest phase yet of the
coronavirus pandemic. President Ivan Duque’s government
wants to tax the incomes of those earning more than $656 a
month, lowering the threshold to broaden the tax base. It also
wants to impose a tax on basic services in upper-middle class
areas and on funerals.

The measures are meant to raise some $6.3 billion in ten years
for the country which saw GDP drop 6.8 percent in 2020 - its
worst performance in half a century. Protesters took to the streets
of several cities to denounce the reforms which they see as an
unwarranted attack on the middle class in a time of dire economic
straits. “We do not accept the tax reform. We are thinking of our
children, of ourselves... Either we die of the virus or we die of
hunger,” said protester Victor Cordoba, 33. Some 47,500 police
and security personnel were deployed countrywide.

Millions will go hungry 
Colombia, where almost one in five people are unemployed

and the minimum wage is the equivalent of $248 per month, is
battling a deadly new wave of COVID-19. Its planned reform
“will make millions more Colombians go hungry,” said Francisco
Maltese, president of the CUT workers’ union. In Bogota, thou-

sands marched on the central square, which houses the presi-
dency and congress, to the rhythm of drums.

Caravans of taxis, trucks and motorbikes slowed traffic on the
capital’s main roads, and there were reports of confrontations
with police. “We are tired of abuse the population must endure
... we are tired of our president not doing anything about it. We
are more afraid of our government than of the virus,” protester
Added Felipe Zapata, 24, told AFP in Bogota. In the southeastern
city of Cali, indigenous protesters pulled down a statue of Span-
ish conquistador Sebastian de Belalcazar. Cali mayor Jorge Ivan
Ospina said one person died in an incident “related to the
demonstration,” and advanced to 1:00 pm the 6:00 pm curfew
in place for epidemic control. Thousands more people marched
in Medellin, Barranquilla and other cities.  —AFP

DUNDEE, Canada: Canadian Paul-Maurice Patenaude, who runs a cross-border
parcel drop-off and pick-up service out of his centuries-old house, poses for a
photograph on April 23, 2021. —AFP

BOGOTA: Demonstrators clash with the police during a demonstration against the
tax reform proposed by the Colombian President Ivan Duque on Wednesday. —AFP


