
ALGIERS: A leading Algerian opposition activist has been de-
tained and was to appear before prosecutors yesterday, his lawyer
said, weeks ahead of elections he and other opponents have
pledged to boycott. Karim Tabbou, a key figure in demonstrations
that forced longtime president Abdelaziz Bouteflika to resign in
2019, was handed a one-year suspended sentence last year for
“undermining state security”.

His detention comes as the pro-democracy protest movement
known as Hirak has sought to regain some of the momentum it
lost when it suspended street rallies just over a year ago due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. Tabbou was summoned to the police
station on Wednesday evening to respond to a complaint filed
against him by Bouzid Lazhari, the president of the National
Council for Human Rights, an official body.

The 47-year-old was to appear before a prosecutor yesterday,
lawyer Me Ali Fellah Benali said on social media. “Algeria’s youth
is determined to fight for their right to a dignified life,” Tabbou
told AFP ahead of his detention. He became one of the most rec-
ognizable leaders at mass demonstrations that broke out in Feb-
ruary 2019. The Hirak protest movement was sparked in February
2019 over Bouteflika’s bid for a fifth term in office. The ailing au-
tocrat was forced to step down weeks later, but the Hirak has con-
tinued its demonstrations, demanding a sweeping overhaul of a
ruling system in place since Algeria’s independence from France
in 1962. Since the group’s second anniversary in February, thou-
sands have returned to the streets, defying a coronavirus ban on
gatherings.

Ordinary Algerians ‘fed up’ 
Tabbou said his own party, the Democratic Social Union, was

now “the largest political party” in the North African country, de-
spite it being unregistered by the authorities. His detention comes
as activists warn of an increasing climate of repression, with po-
litical opponents and journalists targeted in the run-up to the leg-
islative elections on June 12. Earlier this month, security forces
arrested eight people they said were linked to the Hirak movement
over an allegedly foreign-financed criminal association.

President Abdelmadjid Tebboune this month warned Hirak ac-
tivists against “non-innocent activities” that “attempt to hinder
the democratic process”.

Authorities say the protest movement is being infiltrated by
Islamist activists who are trying to drag it towards violence.
President Tebboune served as a prime minister under Bouteflika
and won a presidential election in December 2019, in a poll that
was boycotted by the protest movement. Official data put the
turnout at less than 40 percent. In further moves dismissed by
the protest movement as window dressing, Tebboune oversaw
a constitutional referendum late last year and brought the leg-
islative elections forward, in a bid to soothe the political and so-
cioeconomic crisis.

“This election does not concern us,” activist Tabbou said. “The
regime mobilized colossal resources to hold a false presidential
election, a false referendum-and now it organizes false legislative
elections,” he said. Ordinary Algerians were fed up, he said. “We
see the country as a barracks”. — AFP
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Detention comes as Hirak movement tries to regain its lost momentum

Roof collapses
over famed
Aztec temple 
in Mexico
MEXICO CITY: The roof over the most
important Aztec temple in Mexico City has
partially collapsed in a hailstorm, officials
said, just one day after the capital’s archae-
ological zone reopened from pandemic
closures. The modern roof, made of metal
and acrylic panels, was installed to protect
the ancient ruins underneath. 

The extent of damage on Wednesday to
the famed Templo Mayor in the city’s his-
toric zone was not immediately clear,
though archaeologists said it was not se-
vere.  “Despite the spectacular nature of
the accident, the damage to the archaeo-
logical heritage is not great,” said
Leonardo Lopez Lujan, director of the
Templo Mayor Project.

One person was injured but did not
need hospitalization after the structure’s
partial collapse in the torrential storm, ac-
cording to a local administrative office. Im-
ages circulating on social media showed
soldiers guarding the taped-off area where
the roof, along with a part of the site’s

fence, had been damaged. Built and rebuilt
throughout the 14th and 15th centuries,
Templo Mayor was the sacred heart of the
Aztec capital and believed to be the site of
many human sacrifices.

The vast religious building was de-
stroyed when the Spanish conquistadors

razed Tenochtitlan in 1521 and rebuilt a
colonial city on top of it.  Archaeologists
first uncovered the temple in 1914, but the
ruins were not excavated in earnest until
the 1970s. The historic center of Mexico
City was named a UNESCO heritage site
in 1987. —AFP

MEXICO CITY: The Aztec archaeological zone of “Templo mayor” is pictured after being affected by heavy
rain, in Mexico City, Wednesday. — AFP

In this file photo taken on July 2, 2020 Karim Tabbou, one of the most prominent
figures of “Hirak”, is greeted upon his release from prison outside the Kolea
Prison near the city of Tipasa, west of the capital Algiers. — AFP

Nigeria police 
probe killing
of 19 herders 
LAGOS: Nigerian police are investigating the murder of a
family of 19 Fulani herders in the southeast of the country, a
spokesman said yesterday, in a region where separatist ten-
sions are rising. The victims, including children, were at-
tacked in their settlement in Oyi area of Anambra state on
Sunday by gunmen who shot them at close range before mu-
tilating their bodies, police said.

No group has claimed responsibility for the killings, but
long-standing rivalries between communities of Fulani
herders and farmers over land and water have revived ethnic
tensions in different regions.  The outlawed separatist move-
ment, the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB), which seeks
an independent state for Igbo people, is also active in the
region where the massacre took place. “We are investigating
the unfortunate incident to determine who are behind these
gruesome murders of innocent people,” state police
spokesman Tochukwu Ikenga told AFP. 

Local media said the victims were the family head, nine
women, six children and three men. Some cows and sheep
belonging to the herders were killed while their houses and
belongings were vandalized, the media reported. Residents
as well as students of a nearby university have left over fears
of reprisal attacks. Ethnic clashes are not uncommon in
Nigeria, Africa’s most populous country with more than 250
ethnic and linguistic groups. — AFP


