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News in brief

Arson suspected in tires blaze

KUWAIT: Five fire teams battled a blaze in a tire dump in Salmi
yesterday, which had spread over an estimated area of 40,000
square meters. No injuries were reported while preliminary in-
vestigations show that the fire was deliberately started, Kuwait
Fire Force said. Further investigations are in progress.

6,127 expats terminated

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission terminated 6,127
expatriates in the public sector in the first three years of the
Kuwaitization plan that started in 2017, Al-Rai Arabic daily
reported yesterday. CSC plans to terminate 1,840 more staff
members this year to bring the total up to 7,970, job rankings
department director Aisha Al-Mutawa said.

Awqaf employees to return 

KUWAIT: The government approved a Ministry of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs request to bring back 179 expatriate em-
ployees including imams and others who are stuck abroad,
Al-Anbaa Arabic daily reported yesterday.

Lyrica, Neurontin ‘psychoactive drugs’

KUWAIT: Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah issued
a decision to include Pregabalin and Gabapentin in the psy-
choactive items’ list as per law 48/1987 in regards to fighting
psychoactive material, regulate its use and trade. The two
most notable trademarks for the mentioned items are Lyrica
and Neurontin respectively, which are used for epilepsy and
bone pain, Al-Anbaa Arabic daily reported yesterday. A
source said the ministry’s pharmaceuticals inspection de-
partment will inform clinics and pharmacies not to sell any
medical trademark with the two mentioned items without a
psychoactive prescription, and not with a regular prescrip-
tion as the case was previously. 
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What is the first prayer of the day called?
A. Shuruq
B. Asr
C. Fajr
D. Dhuhr
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Kuwait’s emergency
aid to reach
India on Saturday
NEW DELHI: The first emergency aid from Kuwait to India is set
to arrive on Saturday onboard a special military aircraft, Kuwait’s
Ambassador to India Jassim Al-Najim revealed yesterday. In a state-
ment to the press, Ambassador Najim said that the emergency aid
is coming as a noble initiative of Kuwait in order to join the efforts
to mitigate the massive impact of the spread of a new mutated vari-
ant of coronavirus, which led to a record number of deaths and in-
fections. The Ambassador underlined that this is a token of Kuwait’s
commitment to lessening the suffering of the Indian people due to
this health disaster at this unprecedented time India is passing
through. The aid consists of oxygen concentrators, ventilators, oxy-
gen cylinders of various sizes, and other medical supplies meant to
meet the shortage at Indian hospitals in the fight against the deadly
coronavirus, Ambassador Najim said. During a telephonic conver-
sation with Indian External Affairs Minister Dr Subrahmanyam Jais-
hankar, Foreign Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs of
Kuwait Shiekh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah had pledged solidarity of Kuwait’s leadership, gov-
ernment, and people with India at this tough time. The Kuwaiti
Cabinet in its weekly session last Monday had also decided to dis-
patch emergency aid to India to help it fight the grim consequences
of the spread of a mutated strain of the coronavirus. — KUNA


