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Amir receives Crown Prince, 
Speaker, Prime Minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yester-
day. His Highness the Amir also received National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem. 

Furthermore, His Highness the Amir received His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. In the meantime, His 

Highness the Crown Prince received Ghanem and 
His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled at Bayan 
Palace. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service 
provider in Kuwait, continues to spread 
happiness during the holy month of 
Ramadan by delivering ‘Machla’ (food sup-
plies) in collaboration with its strategic 
partner, the Kuwait Food Bank. The initia-
tive aims at continuously catering to under-
privileged families’ needs throughout the 
holy month.  

Zain delivered food supplies to the 
Kuwait Food Bank storage facility at 
Sulaibiya with the presence of Zain 
Kuwait’s Chief Corporate Communications 
and Relations Officer Waleed Al-Khashti 
and Kuwait Food Bank Vice Chairman 
Meshal Al-Ansari. This year, over 10,000 
individuals benefit from the supplies pro-
vided by Zain.  

Commenting on the initiative, Zain 
Kuwait’s Chief Corporate Communications 
and Relations Officer Waleed Al-Khashti 
said: “Before the arrival of the Holy Month 
of Ramadan, we delivered the ‘Machla’ in 
collaboration with our strategic partners at 
the Kuwait Food Bank in an effort to serve 
the needs of underprivileged families and 
individuals in Kuwait before the Holy Month 
arrives and during the pandemic”.  

Khashti added: “Today, as we reach 
the first half of the month, we continue 
this initiative along with our colleagues at 
the Food Bank as part of our comprehen-
sive Ramadan campaign and under the 
umbrella of Zain’s Corporate 
Sustainability and Social Responsibility 
Strategy”.  

Khashti further explained: “The Kuwait 
Food Bank distributes the supplies provid-
ed by Zain via special drive-thru routes 
that were built for this purpose in an effort 
to abide by health measures and protect 
everyone from the danger of infection”.  

Khashti concluded: “We tirelessly seek 
to serve our community and its members 
by organizing and supporting valuable 
humanitarian programs all year round. This 
is especially true during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, given that it carries the values of 
sharing and giving”.  

Kuwait Food Bank Vice Chairman 
Meshal Al-Ansari said: “The ‘Ramadan 
Machla’ campaign comes as a continuation 
to the charitable projects and programs 
launched by the Kuwait Food Bank in col-
laboration with the private sector and civil 
society institutions. All of these projects 
come under the supervision of the regula-
tory authorities, and they have witnessed 
great success during the past period, espe-
cially during the coronavirus pandemic.”  

Ansari added: “The Kuwait Food Bank is 
considered to be one of the first charitable 
entities in Kuwait to launch the ‘Ramadan 
Machla’ campaign, and it has witnessed 
success by widely covering the needs of 
underprivileged individuals in all of 
Kuwait’s six governorates. The bank con-
tinues its humanitarian campaigns and 
projects that aim at providing food aid 
inside Kuwait.”  

Ansari affirmed: “The idea behind the 
campaign centers around providing a 

package that contains various food sup-
plies. Charitable work on a huge scale is 
one of the Kuwait Food Bank’s priorities in 
order to support disadvantaged families.”  

This year, Zain’s distribution plan fea-
tured the delivery of food supplies to the 
biggest certified non-profit organizations 
across Kuwait to ensure their delivery to 
those in need throughout the Holy Month 
and during the pandemic in order to 
guarantee that disadvantaged families 
have enough quantities of the most basic 
supplies. The company hopes this initia-
tive has a deep positive impact on the 
community’s various segments, especially 
the most vulnerable ones, during such 
circumstances.  

Zain continues to spread 
happiness during Ramadan

KUWAIT: Zain Kuwait’s Chief Corporate Communications and Relations Officer Waleed Al-Khashti and Kuwait Food Bank Vice 
Chairman Meshal Al-Ansari with the Kuwait Food Bank team.

KUWAIT: Reconnaissance Research announced that it will col-
laborate with prominent French scholar Nadege Rolland to pro-
duce an analysis of China’s global influence for Kuwaiti and 
regional media outlets. Rolland is a Senior Fellow for Political and 
Security Affairs at the National Bureau for Asian Research (NBR). 

Her research focuses mainly on China’s domestic, foreign and 
defense policy. She has served for two decades as an analyst and 
Senior Advisor to the French Ministry of Defense, for which she 
has been awarded the Medal of Honor. 

“Nadege Rolland is a highly respected authority on Chinese 
affairs, a bona fide expert on China’s Vision for a New World 
Order, China’s authoritarian influence, as well as China’s evolving 
military engagement,” said Abdulaziz Al-Anjeri, Founder and CEO 
of Reconnaissance Research. “She has authored many books and 
publications on the impact of China’s dynamics around the world. 
Her article will build on the series of analytical articles on China 
that we started with Dr Charles Burton. Nadege’s insights will 
help us understand and define how the Chinese government 

works, as China is a force to be reckoned with and we have to 
gain as much knowledge about it as possible. We believe in the 
importance of transferring knowledge forward and look forward 
to producing informative content for our readers.” 

In a statement, Nadege Rolland said: “I look forward to a pro-
ductive collaboration with Reconnaissance Research. I hope that 
our analysis will provide readers in the GCC and around the 
world with a better understanding of how China’s rise affects 
global dynamics.” Rolland holds a MA in China Studies from the 
National Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations and a 
MSc in Strategic Studies from the S Rajaratnam School of 
International Studies. She is also a National Taiwan Normal 
University alumna.

Reconnaissance 
Research collaborates 
with French scholar

Nadege Rolland
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The liberal National Democratic Alliance yesterday 

blamed both the government and the National 
Assembly including the speaker, the prime minister 

and members of the two bodies, for the “unprecedent-
ed political turmoil” in the country. The Alliance said in 
a statement that the intensity of the disputes calls for 
the intervention of the political leadership and resolu-
tion of such disputes to achieve stability in the country. 
The Kuwait Diwaniya Alliance, a group representing 
some Diwaniyas in the country, warned yesterday that 
political disputes between the government and the 
National Assembly have reached a flashpoint that 
does not serve the interests of Kuwait. 

MPs seek special 
session to...
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The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 

Countries (OPEC) said the members of the OPEC+ 
alliance, formed in 2016, had agreed on the progres-
sive increase in highlighting what it termed the impor-
tance of rebalancing the global oil market following 
last year’s downward adjustment of output as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Alliance members are 
currently leaving around seven million barrels of 
potential output a day in the ground in order not to 
flood a market struggling with the economic fallout of 
the pandemic. 

The alliance, which accounts for approximately a 
third of global oil production, announced it would 
meet again in June to review output for July and 
August. It noted ongoing concerns over rising 

COVID-19 cases not least in India, which before the 
virus hit was consuming more than five million bpd, 
third only to the US and China, according to BP data. 

Russia and OPEC leader Saudi Arabia have made a 
fragile oil alliance work during the pandemic, but their 
marriage of convenience could be undone as a 
rebounding market dredges up old tensions, analysts 
said. The 13 members of the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and 10 other 
oil-producing countries, including Russia, formed the 
OPEC+ alliance in 2016 as a response to rapidly 
growing competition from the US as well as falling 
crude prices. 

The group drastically cut productions in the face of 
sluggish demand when COVID-19 turned into a pan-
demic last year, a move aimed at raising prices. But as 
prices have returned to pre-pandemic levels hovering 
around $65 per barrel in recent months, OPEC+ has 
slowly increased output. 

In a sign of lingering differences, Russia and 
Kazakhstan were allowed to raise their output 
between January and April while Saudi Arabia has vol-
untarily cut its daily production. — AFP 

OPEC+ gearing  
for production...
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Now, 30 years on, I still remember and relish 

those moments I spent there with my friends at IPC. 
I Stayed there for the following 6 years and every 
year I felt very honored to have another opportunity 
to experience Ramadan with my new friends and 
colleagues.   

The sacred month of Ramadan acts like a season of 
unity and serves as a reason for inner reflection,  mer-
cy, forgiveness, salvation  and spiritual renewal.  It 
continues to give me and those who are fasting an 
important opportunity to stop and think about what is 
taken for  granted, refocus our minds on faith, and 
redirect our hearts to  charity, so that we can renew 
our understanding of the lives and experiences of 
those who are less fortunate than us.   

Ramadan is that unique time of assistance and sup-
port for those in need, and  also a time to join with 
family and friends in celebration of  our common civi-
lization, especially now that we are embroiled, togeth-
er, in the throes of COVID-19, and fast-losing hope 
that life may never go back to a ‘normal’ that we once 
experienced and shared - the practice of breaking fast 
together, sharing food across religions and cuisines, 
establishing links  across cultural communities, intro-
ducing people of diverse backgrounds to each other, 
and building new ties of empathy and understanding. 

Ramadan was and still is an important part of our 
lives, but that ‘vibrancy’ is missing, for a second year 
in a row.  Muslims and non-Muslims used to gather at 

Ramadan iftars  throughout the country and share in 
the spirit of fasting and giving.  There was, until 2019, 
a colorful, vivid, bright, lively, and festive aura during 
Ramadan - and one literally enjoyed the afterglow 
during the ensuing days (month of Shawwal).  

Maybe next Ramadan (here’s hoping we succeed 
battling dear and deadly CORONA into the abyss of 
bygone days), I and some like-minded people are 
aiming to, co-host a week-long food festival called 
‘Imbue & Imbibe in Ramadan Delights’.  How this 
project (which is still on the drawing board) will turn 
out is open for discussion - but it will certainly 
involve breaking fast with a wide variety of tradition-
al and international cuisines, giving your taste buds 
the experience of exotic and exploding flavors, and 
the pleasure of oneness and harmony.  Our aim is to 
attract large numbers of residents - nationals and 
expatriates, alike. I want it to be that wonderful 
example of how Ramadan brings people together in a 
spirit of friendship, pure contentment, inner peace, 
unity, and spiritualism - just like what I experienced 
at IPC, once upon a time.  In short, I would like each 
and every one of you to be able to adorn your wall of 
memories with your own ‘Reflections of Ramadan’ 
one day.   

Ramadan truly is a unique and special month (filled 
with blessings), and on behalf of my family at TIES 
Center, I would like to sincerely wish everyone a hap-
py, safe and blessed Ramadan. 

 
Courtesy of TIES: TIES is among the projects funded and managed by 

Kuwaiti Society for Cultural Dialogue. TIES aims at empowering Kuwait’s 
expats through social and educational services that promote a positive and 
productive role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra- and inter-
faith interactions that promote social solidarity. For more information, 
please call 25231015/6 or 94079426 or e-mail:  info@tiescenter.net. 

Reflections  
of Ramadan...


