
WASHINGTON: Vice President Kamala Harris
told Guatemalan President Alejandro Giammattei
during a virtual call Monday the US will give $310
million in humanitarian relief to Central America, her
office said, as the region tackles a wave of migration
north.

Harris, who leads President Joe Biden’s efforts to
address the influx of migrants from Guatemala,
Honduras and El Salvador to the US-Mexico bor-
der, met with Giammattei by videoconference, prior
to her visit to Central America scheduled for June.
“In light of the dire situation and acute suffering
faced by millions of people in El Salvador,
Guatemala, and Honduras, Vice President Harris
announced an additional $310 million in US govern-
ment support for humanitarian relief and to address
food insecurity,” a statement from her office said
after the meeting.

It said the two governments will also coordinate
law enforcement efforts to tackle criminal organiza-
tions whose activities help drive migration, as well
as open migrant resource centers to establish safe,
legal migration.  “The United States plans to
increase relief to the region, strengthen our cooper-
ation to manage migration in an effective, secure
and humane manner,” Harris promised Giammattei.

Biden has asked Congress for $861 million to
address the causes that drive irregular immigration

from Central America, within the framework of his
$4 billion plan for the region. 

His proposal is included in the budget project for
next year that has yet to be discussed and approved
by legislators.   More than 172,000 undocumented
immigrants, including nearly 19,000 unaccompanied
minors, were detained in March at the southern
border of the United States, a rise of 71 percent in a
month and the highest level in 15 years. Most of the
migrants come from the three countries of the
Central American Northern Triangle. That area, vul-
nerable to natural disasters, was hit by two devas-
tating hurricanes in November and is struggling
with the COVID-19 pandemic and a prolonged
drought.  “We want to work with you to address
both the acute causes and the root causes (of
migration) in a way that gives hope to the people of
Guatemala that there will be an opportunity for
them if they stay home,” Harris also told Giammattei
during the virtual meeting.

Giammattei agreed on the need to “create hope”
in Guatemala.  “The Guatemalan government wants
to be a partner (of the United States) to address...
not only poverty but also the many evils that affect
us all,” he said. In addition, the president said he
looked forward to Harris’ visit in June.

Many migrants in recent weeks say they were
given new hope by Biden’s reversal of the hardline

immigration policies of his predecessor Donald
Trump. The changes include allowing unaccompa-
nied children to stay and be united with relatives
living inside the United States.

The number of unaccompanied children detained
after crossing the border illegally, or trying to sneak
through official entry ports, doubled in March from
February to 18,890, according to the CBP. — AFP
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31 Nigerian troops 
killed in battles 
with jihadists
KANO, Nigeria: At least 31 Nigerian soldiers
were killed when jihadists ambushed a military
convoy escorting weapons and overran a base
in northeast Nigeria’s Borno state at the week-
end, two military officers said on Monday.

The army later issued an official statement
confirming there had been hours of intense
battles on Sunday that also saw warplanes
deployed but that its forces had suffered a low-
er toll of six soldiers and one officer killed.
Fighters from the Islamic State West Africa
Province (ISWAP) attacked the convoy with
rocket-propelled grenades on Sunday in the
town of Mainok outside the regional capital
Maiduguri before storming the nearby base,
two military officers told AFP on condition of
anonymity.

“We lost 31 soldiers, including their com-
mander who was a lieutenant colonel, in the
ambush by the terrorists,” one officer said
about the attack which happened around
1100 GMT on Sunday. The convoy was trans-
porting weapons to Maiduguri when it came
under attack, said a second officer who gave
a similar toll.

“The terrorists came in several trucks,
including four MRAPs (Mine Resistant Ambush
Protected vehicles) and engaged the convoy in
a fierce battle,” the second officer said. The
militants overwhelmed soldiers, leading to the
“colossal loss” of troops, he said.

“We lost a lot of men in very gruesome
way.” The jihadists seized weapons and two
MRAPs in the attack before overrunning and
partially burning the base outside the town, the
officers said.

Later Nigerian army spokesman
Mohammed Yerima issued a statement saying
troops deployed in Mainok “came under multi-
directional attacks” by jihadists on foot as well
as on trucks mounted with guns. He said the
firefight lasted “several hours” and that
“scores” of fighters were killed while “a num-
ber of their gun trucks destroyed.”

The Air Force deployed Alpha jets and heli-
copter gunships to the scene, he added. Yerima
said one officer and six soldiers died while five
others were wounded but added: “Currently,
troops are in full control of Mainok.” Mainok,
about 50 kilometers (30 miles) from Maiduguri,
has been repeatedly targeted by the jihadists
who have waged a decade-long jihadist insur-
gency in the region, killing 36,000 people and
displacing around two million from their homes.

ISWAP has frequently set up bogus check-
points along the 120-km highway linking
Maiduguri and Damaturu in neighboring Yobe
state on which Mainok lies, killing and abduct-
ing travellers. ISWAP split from the mainstream
Boko Haram faction in 2016 and rose to
become a dominant force in the northeast as
Nigeria’s conflict has spilt over borders into
neighboring Chad, Niger and Cameroon.

Around 2,000 residents of Geidam in neigh-
boring Yobe state fled their homes after a sep-
arate attack by ISWAP who invaded the town
Friday, local officials said. On Sunday residents
fled, crossing to the other side of the river to
escape militants who have been in control since
they attacked the town.

“Our people are fleeing Geidam which is
now under the control of the insurgents,” Ali
Koko Kachalla, Geidam’s political administra-
tor, said. Late on Friday ISWAP jihadists took
control of Geidam after a gunfight with troops,
looting and burning stores in the town. At least
11 civilians were killed in the fight after a pro-
jectile hit two adjoining homes, killing all occu-
pants, according to residents. — AFP

ISTANBUL: Members of Turkey’s
tiny Armenian community have kept a
low profile since US President Joe
Biden recognized the Armenian geno-
cide, fearing retribution should they
openly celebrate the landmark step.
“Discretion has become a part of our
daily lives,” said an Armenian Turk
who, like many others interviewed by
AFP, wished to remain anonymous to
protect his local business.

Biden on Saturday became the first
US president to brush aside Turkish
pressure and call the 1915-1917 events
a genocide in which “1.5 million
Armenians were deported, massacred,
or marched to their deaths in a cam-
paign of extermination”. His words
caused relief and bittersweet joy in
Armenia and among the tiny
Caucasus state’s vast web of ethnic
communities across Europe and the
Americas. Once an integral part of the
Ottoman Empire’s multifaceted socie-

ty, only 60,000 ethnic Armenians are
still believed to live in modern Turkey,
most of them in Istanbul.

Ankara accepts that both
Armenians and Turks died in vast
numbers while the Ottomans battled
tsarist Russia, but denies the exis-
tence of a deliberate policy of geno-
cide. Dozens of angry Turks rallied
outside the US consulate in Istanbul
on Monday to express outrage at
Biden’s decision.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
called it “groundless, unfair” and
detrimental to US-Turkish ties. The
Turkish-Armenian businessman said
his community faces waves of anti-
Armenian sentiments whenever
debates resume about the century-
old events. “We were raised since
childhood not to speak Armenian on
the street. We were even told to call
our mothers ‘anne’ (in Turkish) instead
of ‘mama’,” he said.

“Everyone has differences on every
issue but when it comes to the
Armenian question, everyone is united
in Turkey.”   Yetvart Danzikyan, editor-
in-chief of the Turkish-Armenian week-
ly Agos-whose former editor Hrant
Dink was gunned down in Istanbul in

2007 — said the annual commemora-
tions pass in a “climate of tension” in
Turkey. “The climate is shaped by
(Turkey’s) tough response, which goes
as far as to hold Armenians responsible”
for what happened, Danzikyan said in a
telephone interview.  — AFP

WASHINGTON, DC: US Vice President Kamala Harris participates in a virtual bilateral meeting with Guatemalan
President Alejandro Giammattei at the Vice President’s Ceremonial Office at Eisenhower Executive Office
Building Monday. — AFP

Napoleon: 2 
centuries of 
conspiracy 
theories
PARIS: Two hundred years after his
death in exile, conspiracy theories
continue to swirl about how exactly
Napoleon Bonaparte met his end on
the windswept South Atlantic island
of St. Helena.

The official verdict, supported by
an autopsy carried out by his British
captors, was that he died aged 51 of
stomach cancer on May 5, 1821. But
even then many — not just in France
— were skeptical, leading to numer-
ous often colorful conspiracy theories.

Poisoned? 
Strongest among French conspira-

cy theories is the belief that Napoleon
was slowly poisoned either by the
British or by his confidante, Count
Charles de Montholon, supposedly in
the pay of French royalists opposed
to the emperor’s return home. The
scientific evidence for this is a chemi-
cal analysis conducted in 2001 on a

lock of hair cut from Napoleon’s
corpse that had huge levels of arsenic.

The following year the poison the-
ory was challenged by French publi-
cation Science et Vie, which took
arsenic readings from 19 hairs taken
from Napoleon in 1805, before his
first defeat in 1814 and again in 1821.
All the samples contained massive
doses of arsenic, ranging from 15 to
100 parts per million (ppm), com-
pared with a normal level of only 0.8
ppm of arsenic. The maximum limit
considered safe is three ppm.

The most plausible source for this
was hair restorer. The balding emper-
or probably used a product that in the
early 19th century typically contained
high amounts of arsenic.

His deadly enema 
Others blame mistreatment by

overenthusiastic doctors for his early
demise. According to forensic pathol-
ogist Steven Karch at the San
Francisco Medical Examiner’s
Department in 2004, doctors gave
Napoleon an enema every day to
relieve his sick stomach and intestinal
cramping. This, combined with regular
doses of a chemical called antimony
potassium tartrate to induce vomiting,
would have left him perilously short of
potassium. This can lead to a lethal

heart condition in which the blood
flow to the brain is disrupted by
bursts of irregular heartbeats.

The tell-tale trousers 
In 2005, the US National Centre

for Biotechnology Information backed
the stomach cancer theory based on a
study of the emperor’s trousers.
Researchers from the University
Hospital of Basel and the University of

Zurich studied 12 different pairs of
trousers worn by Napoleon between
1800 and 1821 to determine his
weight at death and to see how it had
evolved in the last two decades of his
life. “Napoleon’s terminal weight loss
of more than 10 kilos (22 pounds) is
suggestive of a severe progressive
chronic illness and is highly consistent
with a diagnosis of gastric cancer,”
the authors concluded. — AFP

THESSALONIKI, Greece: A member of the Armenian community holds a placard during
a rally to commemorate the 106th anniversary of the Armenian genocide, in
Thessaloniki. — AFP

In this file photo taken on March 25, 2021 a woman walks by the Imperial beer
Microbrasserie in Ajaccio. The 200th anniversary of Napoleon Bonaparte’s death
will be marked on May 5, 2021. — AFP

Eritrean troops 
block, loot food 
aid in Tigray
ADDIS ABABA: Eritrean soldiers are blocking and
looting food aid in Ethiopia’s war-hit Tigray region,
according to government documents obtained by
AFP, stoking fears of starvation deaths as fighting
nears the six-month mark. Ethiopian Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed sent troops into Tigray in November
to detain and disarm leaders of the Tigray People’s
Liberation Front (TPLF), the regional ruling party
that once dominated national politics. He said the
move came in response to TPLF attacks on army
camps and that fighting would be over quickly. 

But as the war drags on, world leaders are
increasingly concerned about what US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken on Monday called an impend-
ing humanitarian “disaster” — and the role of

Eritrean troops in exacerbating it. Those concerns
have been echoed in multiple presentations given to
aid groups this month by the Emergency
Coordination Centre of Tigray’s Abiy-appointed
interim government — copies of which AFP has
reviewed.

The most recent presentation, dated April 23,
says Eritrean soldiers had forced aid workers pro-
viding food relief out of multiple parts of Tigray,
including the areas of Samre and Gijet south of the
regional capital Mekele. It says, in broken English,
that Eritrean soldiers have also started showing up
at food distribution points in Tigray, looting the
supplies after “our beneficiaries became frightened
and (ran) away.” An official who attended the April
23 presentation, and who spoke to AFP on condi-
tion of anonymity for fear of reprisals, said aid
workers were visibly frustrated over their inability
to access parts of the region. 

“Some of the NGO workers were crying because
of the systemic denial... some of them were scream-
ing, crying,” the official said, adding that government
officials coordinating relief efforts were also fed up. 

Checkpoints blocked 
Eritrean Information Minister Yemane

Gebremeskel denied the allegations yesterday. “No
way that Eritrea can block humanitarian assistance
or loot them,” he told AFP in an email. General
Yohannes Gebremeskel Tesfamariam, head of a
command post in Tigray, told AFP Tuesday that in
the “last two weeks we had access problems to
pass some of the checkpoints, especially controlled
by Eritreans”.

He referenced a critical checkpoint linking the
towns of Adigrat and Axum as an example. 

“We have sent our staff to talk to the Eritrean
commanders who are commanding those troops at
the checkpoint. We are waiting to hear the reply,”
Yohannes said. Mulu Nega, head of Tigray’s inter-
im government, told AFP Tuesday that “people are
complaining about the roads and food distribu-
tion” and said his officials were investigating.
Fighting in Tigray disrupted the harvest in a region
that was already food insecure. Abiy’s government
said in mid-April that no one had died from hunger
during the war. — AFP

Turkey’s Armenians keep heads
down after genocide recognition  


