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WAD MADANI, Sudan: As night falls in Sudan, 
villagers rush to pull over travellers with a friendly 
roadblock of hospitality celebrating holy month of 
Ramadan, traditions enduring despite dire eco-
nomic troubles. Rugs are rolled out on the road-
side verge in an impromptu al fresco dining room 
to celebrate iftar, the fast-breaking evening meal 
to mark the end of a baking hot day without either 
a mouthful of food or a drop to drink. 

“This is a custom that our grandparents 
began,” said Aboulmaali Mohamed Ibrahim, offer-
ing a meal in the village of Nuba, some 50 kilome-
ters (30 miles) south of Sudan’s capital Khartoum. 
“They began inviting travellers for meals following 
the construction of this road in the 1960s.” To 
fasting travellers, the meal is a much welcomed 
break from their exhausting long trips on Sudan’s 
often rutted roads. 

But to residents living in villages along the 
road, it is part of upholding Sudan’s long-held tra-
ditions of hospitality to strangers and, amid a 
tough economic crisis, proof that the important 
things in life must remain the same. The call for the 
evening prayer announces the end of another fast-
ing day. A feast is provided. Parched travellers, 
struggling after a day in the sun without liquid, 
are firstly handed a cool and refreshing squeezed 
juice. Jugs of the local speciality “hilw-mor”, or 
“bitter-sweet”, a drink spiced with ginger and cin-
namon, is also poured into cups. 

Then an array of traditional food ranging from 
porridge to plump dates is placed out for all to 
share. While some villagers are laying out the 
food, others are still busy waving to stop cars and 
buses on the busy highway, encouraging people 
to stop and join. Ibrahim, despite struggling on the 
meager income he earns as teacher, has insisted 
on sharing his iftar meal every day since Ramadan 
began on April 13. 

“We just bring whatever we have to the iftar 
table, no matter how little it is,” he said.  

 
‘Never worry’  

Sudan has been struggling since the April 2019 
toppling of hardline president Omar al-Bashir, fol-

lowing protests against his rule triggered by eco-
nomic hardship.  Severe shortages of food staples 
and price hikes remain among the pressing issues, 
two years after Bashir’s fall, said Ibrahim. Inflation 
last month shot up over 330 percent, the govern-
ment said. People now often queue for hours to 
buy basic foods or to fill their cars with petrol. 

Households suffer from frequent power cuts, 
and gas canisters for cooking are often hard to 
find. The transitional government, which came to 
power after Bashir’s ouster, has embarked on 

painful reforms hoped to rebuild the economy. In 
February, it introduced a managed float to the 
local currency in an attempt to close the yawning 
gap between the official and black market rates. 
Other bold measures include reducing costly sub-
sidies on fuel and other commodities.  But others 
fear the measures risk fanning popular discontent 
before coming to fruition.   

Mudather Saad, another villager from Nuba, 
says they typically host around 150-200 travellers 
to the iftar meals each evening-but on busy nights 

even more. “Our guests sometimes exceed 300 — 
especially on weekends,” said Saad, as he joined 
other villagers to block the road and beckon trav-
ellers to eat. With only minutes to go before the 
call to prayer, Saad and others flag down a bus 
packed with some 60 passengers. Omar Hussein, 
the bus driver, travels the route regularly and is 
always stopped as iftar time approaches. “I never 
worry about missing iftar,” Hussein said. “I am 
always sure someone will offer us something on 
the way.”  — AFP 

Despite woes, Sudanese share Ramadan meal 
Traditions endure despite economic troubles   

Muslim worshippers break their Ramadan fast along the side of the road of the Jazeera State highway in the village of Al-Nuba, about 50 kilometers south of 
Sudan’s capital. — AFP 

Civilians flee 
homes amid fears 
of Somalia violence 

 
MOGADISHU, Somalia: Civil ians 
caught between pro-government and 
opposition forces in the Somali capital 
fled their homes yesterday as the heavily 
armed rivals reinforced their positions 
after clashes that left three dead. 
Mogadishu is witnessing its worst politi-
cal violence in years after elections were 
delayed and the president extended his 
mandate despite warnings that doing so 
risked instability in the fragile country. 
Months of talks backed by the United 
Nations failed to overcome the election 
impasse and the dispute turned violent 
Sunday as forces loyal to the president 
traded gunfire with fighters allied to his 
political rivals.  

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres called on all parties to refrain 
from further violence while the United 
States, a key ally, warned of sanctions if 
negotiations for elections did not urgently 
resume. Police said Monday that three 
people-two police officers and one 
opposition soldier-were killed in the skir-
mishes as the warring sides barricaded 
roads and guarded their territory with 
trucks mounted with machine guns.  
Tensions remained high yesterday as 
civilians in some Mogadishu districts 
began evacuating their homes, piling their 

belongings into rickshaws or donkey 
carts ahead of feared return to violence. 

“This is a horrible situation Mogadishu 
is facing today. People are fleeing their 
houses because of this increased military 
tension”, said Said Ali, a witness.  

 
‘Fear for our lives’  

Residents in Siigaale, a neighborhood 
in southern Mogadishu, said opposition 
reinforcements arrived overnight and had 
taken up positions not far from govern-
ment troops. “We fear for our lives... We 

have decided to get out of here before it 
is too late,” said Shamis Ahmed, a mother 
of five her abandoned her home.  

Tensions had been rising in the capital 
since February when President Mohamed 
Abdullahi Mohamed’s term expired before 
elections were held, and street protests 
against his rule were broken up with gunfire. 
Earlier this month the president, better known 
by his nickname Farmajo, signed a law extend-
ing his mandate by two years, further angering 
his political opponents who declared the 
measure unconstitutional. — AFP

MOGADISHU: Residents start to flee from their home after recent crashes between the 
Somali security forces and the Somali military force supporting anti-government oppo-
sition leaders erupted over the president’s bid to extend his mandate yesterday. — AFP 

Westerners  
feared killed  
in Burkina 

 
OUAGADOUGOU, Burkina Faso: 
Burkina Faso security forces said yester-
day they feared for the lives of four people 
including three Westerners who were 
abducted while taking part in an anti-
poaching patrol in the east of the country. 
The landlocked West African nation is 
struggling with a ruthless insurgency by 
Islamists who swept in from neighboring 
Mali in 2015. 

An intensive manhunt was under way 
for two Spaniards, an Irishman and a 
Burkinabe national seized on Monday, 
security sources said. A top security 
source told AFP that eyewitness accounts 
have led to fears that the abductees “may 
have been killed by the terrorists”, adding 
that hopes of finding the victims alive 
“diminish with each passing hour”. He said 

“large-scale searches... have still produced 
no results”.  

The source also said he could not 
authenticate images circulating on social 
media claiming to show the victims. 

“I have not seen these Westerners 
before,” he added. A Spanish foreign min-
istry source told AFP in Madrid that two 
Spanish nationals were missing, while a 
security source in Burkina Faso said an 
Irish man was also among the group.  The 
convoy of soldiers, forest rangers and for-
eign reporters came under attack in the 
Fada N’Gourma-Pama area, according to a 
local official, who said three people were 
injured in the assault. 

A security source confirmed that the 
Westerners “were working on behalf of an 
NGO protecting the environment” in the 
country, without naming the organization. 
“According to survivors, two of the for-
eigners were wounded during the attack. 
The search is ongoing” to find the four 
missing people, the source added. 

 
Abductions frequent  

The attackers were aboard two pick-

up vehicles and a dozen motorbikes, 
according to security sources. They said 
the assailants made off with vehicles and 
various weapons. The Spanish foreign 
ministry source said Madrid’s embassy in 
Mali, which is accredited in Burkina Faso, 
“is in close contact with the families who 
are being kept informed about the events 
and the searches to find” the two 
Spaniards. 

Almost 1,100 people have died and 
more than a million people have fled their 
homes since 2015 in Burkina Faso, one of 
the world’s poorest countries. Numerous 
other foreign workers have been kid-
napped in Burkina Faso, a former French 
colony. In January this year, a priest went 
missing in the country’s southeast, spark-
ing fears he had been kidnapped. Last 
August, the grand imam of the northern 
town of Djibo was found dead three days 
after gunmen stopped the car he was 
travelling in and kidnapped him. In March 
2019, a priest in Djibo was kidnapped, and 
in February 2018, a Catholic missionary, 
Cesar Fernandez, was murdered in the 
center of the country. — AFP


