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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yesterday. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah also received His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad at Bayan Palace. — KUNA photos

Amir, Crown Prince meet Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad

KUWAIT: Minister of Oil and Minister of 
Higher Education Dr Mohammad Al-Fares 
said on Monday that the plan of resuming 
study at universities includes blended learn-
ing, which means both online and regular 
education. In a press statement, the minister 

said that separating the Ministry of 
Education from the Ministry of Higher 
Education aimed at upgrading education lev-
els at the two ministries and giving further 
attention and concentration on them. The 
Ministry of Higher Education focuses on two 
systems: learning at the country’s universities 
and overseas scholarships, he said, noting 
that “we want to help the Kuwait University 
be in the ranks of the prestigious universi-
ties”. Concerning the scholarship plan for the 
next year, Al-Fares declared two internal and 
external strategies, which aim to make schol-
arship plans compatible with the labor mar-

ket, noting that this is part of the govern-
ment’s work program. He said that he is 
responsible before the government for offer-
ing an integrated plan to make harmony 
between scholarships and the needs of labor 
market. He urged youths to search for spe-
cializations needed by the labor market, stat-
ing that there would be a link between the 
private universities or scholarships in open-
ing some specializations, including hospitals 
management. He referred that the labor mar-
ket controls outcomes and that scholarships 
for engineers have been suspended. The min-
ister revealed some rare engineering special-

izations, including mineral, safety and envi-
ronment. He said that there is coordination 
with the Civil Service Commission to define 
job descriptions for many of education out-
puts in engineering, referring to harmonizing 
the labor market in the coming period. Online 
learning was not a new tool as it has been 
implemented in Kuwait University, he said, 
asserting that it will be used by many mem-
bers of teaching staff in the future along with 
the regular learning. He spoke about a num-
ber of locations of the Kuwaiti University like 
Shuwaikh, Jabriya, Khaldiya, Kaifan and Al-
Shadadia. — KUNA  
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KUWAIT: Since its establishment in 
1977, Burgan Bank has sought to influ-
ence a positive change in the community. 
Stepping beyond its banking activities, 
Burgan Bank’s initiatives contribute to 
the achievement of its social responsibil-
ity’s strategy and vision, aiming to the 
advance the country as a whole and 
serve the community better through 
impactful humanitarian efforts. The 
Bank’s continuous support to the Kuwait 
Association for the Care of Children in 
Hospital (KACCH) and Bayt Abdullah 
Children’s Hospice Care (BACCH) for the 
second consecutive decade is a perfect 
example of this commitment to the 
nation’s welfare. 

Throughout their 20-year long part-
nership, Burgan Bank was keen to align 
with the KACCH and BACCH mission 
and purpose. The Bank’s participation in 
KACCH and BACCH activities falls under 
the framework of sustaining the leading 
NGOs’ growth and success to enhance 

their prominent role catered towards 
providing care to hospitalized children, 
which resulted in a long history of 
remarkable achievements.  

Burgan Bank’s contributions have 
helped support the development of 
healthcare and pediatric facilities in sev-
eral hospitals where KACCH provides its 
services. Through the annual donations, 
KACCH has been able to recruit, train, 
and educate Child Life Specialists and 
expand the reach of its Child Life 
Programmers in Kuwait. Today, KACCH 
and BACCH are considered among the 
largest charitable institutions in the 
country, assisting children and their fam-
ilies to fund treatment and recovery from 
serious diseases and providing palliative 
care services for fatal illnesses, further to 
helping them overcome stress and nega-
tive effects of hospitalization.  

Commenting on this partnership, 
Manager - Public Relations, Hessa 
Hussain Al-Najadah said: “It is with great 

pleasure that we celebrate 20 years of 
distinguished partnership with the Kuwait 
Association for the Care of Children in 
Hospital (KACCH) and Bayt Abdullah 
Children’s Hospice Care (BACCH). 
Throughout the past years, the two asso-
ciations did not spare any effort in deliv-
ering their noble mission and providing 
full support to the children and their fami-
lies during their arduous journey dealing 
with challenging medical cases. As part of 
its social responsibility, Burgan Bank will 
continue to play its role effectively in 
making people’s lives better as this 
remains a top priority. Today, we would 
like to reiterate our continuous support to 
KACCH and BACCH in order to enable 
them to fulfill their responsibilities.” 

Dr Hilal Al-Sayer, President of KACCH 
and BACCH, said: “On behalf of the Board 
of Directors of KACCH and BACCH, it 
gives me great pleasure to thank Burgan 
Bank for its 20 years of continued and loy-
al Sponsorship of the KACCH Child Life 
programs in hospitals in Kuwait. Over the 
years, your contributions have supported 
the development of the Child Life profes-
sion in Kuwait, enabling our Child Life 
Specialists to help children and their fami-
lies cope with their healthcare experi-
ences, now in seven government hospitals. 
We very much appreciate and thank you 

for your continued support.” 
As part of this partnership and with 

the aim to nurture its in-house sense of 
social responsibility, Burgan Bank has 
been engaging its employees through 
regular visits to the pediatric wards of 
several hospitals including Al-Amiri 
Hospital, Makki Juma Hospital, and Al-
Adan Hospital during Ramadan and oth-

er occasions.  
In this context, Burgan Bank has 

launched its full-fledged community pro-
gram entitled ‘ENGAGE’ - Together to 
be the change, which sheds light on 
important aspects affecting every socie-
ty segment by promoting social welfare 
through continuous educational, cultural, 
social, and health initiatives. 

Burgan Bank celebrates 
20 years of partnership 
with KACCH, BACCH

KUWAIT: Margaret Al-Sayer, Founding director of KACCH and BACCH with Hessa Hussain 
Al-Najadah, Manager - Public Relations at Burgan Bank and Leena Al Bassam, Officer - 
Public Relations at Burgan Bank.
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 from the punishment of Allah than remembrance 

of Him.” (Al-Albani rated it as Saheeh (authentic) in 
Saheeh At-Tirmidhi # 3,377) 

You don’t need to be wealthy to give charity or 
to seek forgiveness.  Abu Dharr Al-Ghifarey (ra) 
narrated that some people among the Companions 
of the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said to the 
Prophet (PBUH): “O Messenger of Allah, the 
wealthy have made off with the rewards; they pray 
as we pray, they fast as we fast, and they give 
(much) in charity by virtue of their wealth.” He 
(PBUH) said, “Has Allah not provided you with 
(easy) things from which to give charity? Indeed, in 
every glorification of Allah (saying Subhan Allah), 
there is a charity (for you); in every elevation (say-
ing Allah is the Greatest) there is charity; in every 
celebration of His praise (saying Al-hamdu lillah) 
there is charity; in every declaration that He is One 
(saying La ilaaha illal-Lah) there is charity; in 
enjoining of good there is charity and in forbidding 
evil there is charity; and in enjoying marital intimacy 
is charity.” They (his Companions) asked, “O 
Messenger of Allah, is there a reward when we sat-
isfy our sexual desire?” He replied, “Don’t you think 
that if he satisfied his desire illicitly, it would be a 
sin?  So likewise, if he satisfied it licitly, for him is 

reward.” (Muslim # 1, 006) 
Seeking forgiveness according to the Noble 

Quran.  The Arabic word for seeking forgiveness 
from God (Allah) is Al- Istighfar, which also means 
to seek strength and determination from Allah (the 
Almighty) in order to refrain from sins.   

Allah (swt) tells us in the Noble Quran what can 
translated as: “Say, O My Servants who have trans-
gressed against their (own) souls, despair not of the 
Mercy of Allah; for Allah forgives all sins. For He is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (Az-Zumar: 53) 

Allah (swt) also says what can be translated as: 
“It is He Who accepts repentance from His servants 
and pardons evil acts and knows what they do.” 
(Ash-Shura, 25) 

Allah’s forgiveness according to the Sunnah (say-
ings, acts, and approvals of Prophet Muhammad - 
PBUH). Abu Huraira (ra) narrated that Allah’s 
Messenger (PBUH) said, “There are one hundred 
(parts of) mercy for Allah and He has sent down out 
of these one part of mercy upon the jinn and human 
beings and the insects and it is because of this (one 
part) that they love one another, show kindness to 
one another and even the beast treats its young one 
with affection.  And Allah has reserved 99 parts of 
mercy, with which He will treat His servants on the 
Day of Resurrection.” (Saheeh Muslim # 6, 652) 

 
Courtesy of TIES: TIES is among the projects funded and managed by 

Kuwaiti Society for Cultural Dialogue. TIES aims at empowering Kuwait’s 
expats through social and educational services that promote a positive and 
productive role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra- and 
interfaith interactions that promote social solidarity. For more information, 
please call 25231015/6 or 94079426 or e-mail:  info@tiescenter.net. 

Seeking Allah’s  
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Within that territory, there is “an overarching 

Israeli government policy to maintain the domina-
tion by Jewish Israelis over Palestinians,” HRW 
said.  The rights group pointed to Israeli policies 
targeting Palestinians that include movement 
restrictions, land confiscation, forcible population 
transfer, denial of residency rights and suspension 
of civil rights. 

Human Rights Watch said that while apartheid 

was initially coined with respect to institutional per-
secution of black people in South Africa, it is now a 
universally recognized legal term. An apartheid sys-
tem is defined by “inhuman acts committed for the 
purpose of establishing and maintaining domination 
by one racial group of persons over any other racial 
group of persons and systematically oppressing 
them,” according to the Apartheid Convention. 
Omar Shakir, HRW’s Israel and Palestine director, 
told AFP there have been warnings for years that 
“apartheid is around the corner”. 

“I think it’s quite clear that that threshold has 
been crossed,” Shakir said from Jordan.  A US 
citizen, Shakir was the first foreign national 
deported by Israel for allegedly supporting an 
international boycott against Israel, an accusation 
he denied.  — AFP 

HRW: Israel  
committing...
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Houthi insurgents are ramping up a bloody offen-

sive to seize the oil-rich Marib region, the Yemeni 
government’s last stronghold in northern Yemen. 

The Houthis, who are battling the Saudi-led mili-
tary coalition that intervened in Yemen’s war in 2015, 
have also stepped up drone and missile strikes on 
Saudi targets, including its oil facilities. The rebels 
have used bomb-rigged boats in the past to target the 
kingdom.  

Last week, Greece said it will transfer a Patriot 
missile battery to Saudi Arabia to protect its critical 
energy infrastructure, as the Gulf kingdom grapples 
with the growing attacks. Maritime security firm 
Dryad Global said it had received reports that a ship 
had been “attacked” off Yanbu. But the firm later said 

the ship was “not involved in the incident” and it will 
continue to investigate.  

Meanwhile, Yemen government forces have thwart-
ed a “massive” Houthi attack west of Marib city and 
reinforced their positions as they defend their last 
northern stronghold, two military commanders and an 
official said yesterday.  

But they said the Iran-backed insurgents had 
advanced in four areas of the Mashjah front, another 
key battlefield in their battle to seize the oil-rich 
region from Saudi-led coalition-backed government 
forces. Fierce fighting on multiple frontlines around 
the strategic city has left at least 67 dead over the 
past 24 hours, including some 27 loyalist personnel, 
the three sources said.  

According to one of the commanders taking part 
in the defense of Marib, the government forces “suc-
ceeded in repelling a massive attack” at Al-Tala’a Al-
Hamra, about 18 kilometers (11 miles) west of the city.  
“Losing it would enable (the rebels) to advance 
towards hills and sites close to Marib, and the road 
would be clear towards the western entrance to the 
city,” the source added. — AFP 

Saudi destroys 
bomb-laden...
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DSV Panalpina’s largest division, Air & Sea, 

would be particularly bolstered by the purchase, 

transporting close to 2.8 million containers and 
more than 1.6 million tons of air freight annually.  
The group said the acquisition would also increase 
its warehousing capacity-critical to limit the effects 
of bottlenecks-by more than 1.4 million square 
meters (15 million square feet). The transaction is 
due to be finalized in the third quarter of 2021. 

Founded in Denmark in 1976, DSV was until 
now the fifth-largest transport and logistics 
group, behind world leaders such as Kuehne + 
Nagel and DHL. —  AFP

Danish group  
buys Agility’s...
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“The Harth 55 closed aggressively on Wrangell’s 

bow, resulting in Wrangell manoeuvering to avoid 
collision while sounding five short blasts from the 
ship’s horn.” 

US navy footage showed an Iranian ship cut in 
front of a US vessel, which abruptly moved to avoid 
collision.  “The US crews issued multiple warnings via 
bridge-to-bridge radio, five short blasts from the 
ships’ horns, and while the Harth 55 responded to the 
bridge-to-bridge radio queries, they continued the 
unsafe manoeuvres,” the statement added. 

It said the Iranian ships moved away after approxi-
mately three hours in the encounter, that the US navy 
“deemed unsafe and unprofessional”. The remaining 
partners to the 2015 nuclear deal have been engaged 
in discussions aimed to return Washington to the 
accord it withdrew from and to lift the sanctions it 
reimposed on Iran, and Tehran’s return to nuclear 
commitments it cut in retaliation. Iran has repeatedly 
demanded that all US sanctions reimposed since 2018 
be lifted, and stressed its readiness to return to 
nuclear commitments once it has been verified. A US 
delegation is present at Vienna but holding no direct 
talks with Iranians, while the European Union acts as a 
intermediary and coordinates between the two.  

Meanwhile, Iran’s government said yesterday an 
investigation had been ordered into leaked audio of 
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif bemoaning 
the military’s influence, after its emergence stirred 
controversy ahead of presidential elections. — AFP 

Iran warships  
‘approached’...


