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Govt boycotts Assembly as  
MPs occupy ministers’ seats

Speaker adjourns Assembly sessions until after Ramadan
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Opposition MPs yesterday occupied 
the front row of the National Assembly chamber 
reserved for ministers, triggering a government 
boycott of the session and forcing the speaker to 
adjourn meetings until after the fasting month of 
Ramadan. 

Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem told the Assembly 
that he was informed by the government that the prime 
minister and ministers will not attend the session 
because MPs have occupied their seats. Ghanem then 
adjourned Assembly sessions until after Ramadan as 
opposition MPs applauded. The opposition said it 
resorted to this measure to force the prime minister to 
face a grilling in the chamber. 

Opposition MPs arrived in the chamber early and 
sat in the ministers’ seats. They pasted small stickers in 
front of them reading “We have sworn 1962” in refer-
ence to taking the oath on the constitution, which was 
issued in 1962. 

The opposition has been protesting what they call 
an unconstitutional decision taken on March 30 to 
postpone grillings of HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah until the end of 2022. 
Opposition MPs said the decision is null and void 
because it breaches the constitution and because the 
voting on the decision was illegal. 

The government strongly criticized opposition MPs 

for “the unprecedented” action, saying what hap-
pened violates “established parliamentary norms and 
the provisions of the constitution”. The statement, 
read by Minister of State for National Assembly 
Affairs Mubarak Al-Harees, said the government boy-
cotted the session because some MPs sat in the minis-
ters’ seats. 

The statement said such actions will obstruct car-
rying out important work needed by the people and 
the country. The government also called on MPs to 
cooperate with the government and respect the con-
stitution. 

Pro-government MP Saadoun Hammad also lashed 
out at opposition MPs for taking this unprecedented 
move and called for forming a medical committee to 
examine the mental condition of MPs. Opposition MP 
Hasan Jowhar blamed the government for forcing MPs to 
take such action. He insisted that it was the prime minis-
ter and the government which violated the constitution 
by delaying grillings. 

Opposition MP Marzouq Al-Khalifa said MPs 
will continue to prevent sessions from convening 
until the prime minister accepts to be grilled. He 
called on ministers to resign en masse and appealed 
to HH the Amir to resolve this standoff as he is the 
only person who has the solution in his hands, in a 
clear reference to dissolving the Assembly, as HH 
the Amir holds the power to dissolve the house and 
order fresh elections.

KUWAIT: Opposition Members of Parliament wait for the session to start after occupying the 
front row of the National Assembly chamber reserved for ministers at the Abdullah Al-Salem 
Hall yesterday.— Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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Believers should always remember Allah 
(swt), glorify and extol Him, and seek for-
giveness from Him. Allah (swt) says what 

can be translated as: “Just as We have sent 
among you a messenger from yourselves recit-
ing to you Our verses and purifying you and 
teaching you the Book and wisdom and teaching 
you that which you did not know, so remember 
Me; I will remember you. And be grateful to Me 
and do not deny Me.” (Al-Baqarah 2: 151 - 152)  

We also read in the Noble Quran what can be 
translated as: “O you who believe, remember 
Allah a lot, and exalt Him morning and afternoon. 
It is He who confers blessings upon you, and His 
angels (ask Him to do so) that He may bring you 
out from darkness into light. And ever is He, to 
the believers, Merciful.” (Al-Ahzab 41 - 42)  

When the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) was 
being barraged with taunts and abuse by the 
enemies of Islam, and he was made the target of 
a malicious campaign in order to frustrate his 
mission, the believers were instructed not to lis-
ten to those absurd taunts nor become involved 
in the doubts and suspicions spread by the ene-
mies. They were rather instructed to turn to 
Allah (swt) and remember Him more than usual 
in a special way. “To glorify Allah (swt) morning 
and evening” means to glorify Him constantly, to 
express His exaltedness and sublimity.  

What’s better than gold and silver?  Abu Ad-
Darda (ra) narrated that Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) said, “Should I not inform 
you of the best of your deeds, and the purest of 
them with your Lord, and the highest of them in 
your ranks, and what is better for you than 
spending gold and silver, and better for you than 
meeting your enemy and striking their necks, 
and they strike your necks?” They said, “Of 
course.” He said, “The remembrance of Allah 
(the Infinitely Sublime).” (Then) Mu’adh bin 
Jabal (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 
“There is nothing that brings more salvation 
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JERUSALEM: Palestinian protesters wave the national flag outside 
the Damascus Gate in Jerusalem’s Old City Monday.— AFP

MARIB, Yemen: Fighters loyal to Yemen’s Saudi-backed government 
walk at a position near the frontline against the Houthi rebels in 
Yemen’s northeastern province of Marib Monday. — AFP

JERUSALEM: Human Rights Watch 
said yesterday that Israel is commit-
ting the crime of “apartheid” by 
seeking to maintain Jewish “domina-
tion” over Palestinians and its own 
Arab population, an explosive alle-
gation Israel  f irmly rejected. 
Currently under investigation by the 
International Criminal Court for 
alleged war crimes, Israel blasted 
HRW’s accusations as “preposterous 
and false”, accusing the New York-

based group of having “a long-
standing anti-Israel i  agenda”. 
Palestinian Authority prime minister 
Mohammad Shtayyeh welcomed the 
“remarkable” HRW report and said 
he hoped it might lead the interna-
tional community to “bear its 
responsibil it ies” and hold Israel 
“accountable for its crimes.”   

The 213-page report finds that 
the Israeli government is the “single 
authority” with primary control 
“over the area between the Jordan 
River and Mediterranean Sea”. That 
area includes the occupied West 
Bank, the blockaded Gaza Strip, 
annexed east Jerusalem as well as all 
the territory within Israel’s 1948 
borders.  
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RIYADH: Saudi forces yesterday 
destroyed an explosive-laden boat off 
the coast of the Red Sea port of Yanbu, 
the defense ministry said. “A bomb-
laden unmanned (vessel) was intercept-
ed and destroyed this morning,” the 
ministry said in a statement, published 
by the official Saudi Press Agency.  

“Naval units were able to detect 
and monitor the activity of the bomb-
laden (boat) in the Red Sea waters off 
the shores of Yanbu.” No group has 

so far claimed responsibility for the 
incident, which the ministry said was 
under investigation. 

The incident comes as fighting 
escalates in neighboring Yemen 
between Saudi-backed government 
forces and Houthi rebels. Yanbu, 860 
kilometers (535 miles) east of the 
Saudi capital Riyadh, lies some 975 
kilometers north of Saudi’s frontier 
with Yemen.  
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COPENHAGEN: Danish transport 
and logistics group DSV Panalpina 
said yesterday it would acquire 
Global Integrated Logistics (GIL) 
from Kuwait’s Agility for $4.2 bil-
lion, making it one of the world’s 
largest companies in the sector. The 

deal comes as growing demand for 
global freight causes bottlenecks in 
supply chains and sends prices 
soaring. Two years after it acquired 
its Swiss rival Panalpina, DSV said 
its latest acquisition would make it 
the world’s “third largest transport 
and logistics company”. 

Combined revenue would rise 
around 23 percent, to 142 billion 
Danish kroner ($22 billion), it added.  
It said its combined workforce 
would total more than 70,000 
employees.  
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DUBAI: Warships from Iran’s elite 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
“aggressively” approached two 
American vessels in Gulf waters earlier 
this month, the US navy said yester-
day, the first tense incident this year. 
This comes amid talks in Vienna 
between Iran and major powers on the 

mechanics of a US return to a land-
mark 2015 nuclear deal abandoned by 
former president Donald Trump. 

The US Navy’s Fifth Fleet said an 
Iranian Harth 55 vessel-a catamaran-
type ship-along with three fast attack 
crafts, approached the two US coast 
guard boats conducting routine secu-
rity patrols on April 2. “The Harth 55 
repeatedly crossed the bows of the 
US vessels at an unnecessarily close 
range, including crossings both (US 
ships) Wrangell and Monomoy’s bows 
at a 70 yard (64 meter) closest point 
of approach,” a US statement said.  
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