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       News in brief

Inter on brink of title  
 
MILAN: Matteo Darmian scored the only goal 
to push Inter Milan to the brink of the Serie A 
title with a 1-0 win over Hellas Verona on 
Sunday with coach Antonio Conte hailing the 
victory as worth “nine points”. Achraf Hakimi set 
up Darmian to grab the winner on 76 minutes at 
the San Siro. Inter are 11 points ahead of 
Atalanta, who moved second with a 5-0 rout of 
10-man Bologna, with five games remaining. AC 
Milan are a further two points behind in third 
before they travelled to fellow top-four hopefuls 
Lazio yesterday. Juventus are level on points 
with AC Milan but drop to fourth place after 
being held 1-1 at Fiorentina. Seventh-placed 
Roma lost 3-2 at Cagliari before their Europa 
League trip to Manchester United, as the 
Sardinians, now 17th, boosted their hopes of 
top-flight survival. — AFP 
 
 
 
30 million euros for Nagelsmann? 
 
BERLIN: Bayern Munich are in talks with RB 
Leipzig to tempt Julian Nagelsmann to take over 
as coach from Hansi Flick next season, but 
German media claimed Sunday it could cost 
them 30 million euros. According to Bild, Leipzig 
will demand such a sum to release the highly-
regarded Nagelsmann as his current contract 
still runs until 2023. Sport 1 also reported that 
negotiations have started and said the financial 
deal will be “significantly greater than 15 million 
euros”. Flick himself is under contract in Munich 
until 2023 but he has already asked to be 
released at the end of this season due to dis-
agreements with club management over transfer 
policy. However, Flick and Bayern have yet to 
reach an amicable settlement. Flick is considered 
to be the favorite to replace Joachim Loew as 
German national coach after this summer’s 
European Championship. — AFP 
 
 
 
Leipzig keep Bayern waiting  
 
BERLIN: Second-placed RB Leipzig made 
Bayern Munich wait to be crowned Bundesliga 
champions as Emil Forsberg netted a second-
half penalty in a 2-0 home win on Sunday 
against 10-man Stuttgart. Defeat for Leipzig 
would have confirmed Bayern as German cham-
pions for the ninth straight season despite Hansi 
Flick’s side losing 2-1 at Mainz on Saturday. 
Leipzig hold a seven-point cushion ahead of 
third-placed Wolfsburg with three games left. 
The Bundesliga takes a break next weekend, 
forcing Bayern to wait for another chance to 
clinch the title when they host Borussia 
Moenchengladbach on May 8. Gladbach moved 
into seventh, four points from the European 
places, after a 5-0 thrashing of Arminia 
Bielefeld, having raced into a three-goal lead in 
the opening 18 minutes. — AFP 

LONDON: The cloud of a collapsed Super League 
project hangs over this week’s Champions League 
semi-finals with three of the four clubs involved — Real 
Madrid, Manchester City and Chelsea — among the 
breakaway 12 that shook European football. 

Paris Saint-Germain did not sign up to the proposals, 
which crumbled within 48 hours of being announced 
last week after a fierce backlash from fans, players, gov-
ernments, national leagues, UEFA and FIFA.  

However, the clash between PSG and City tomorrow 
is illustrative of the forces which drove some of 
European football’s more established powers, led by 
Madrid president Florentino Perez, to seek the financial 
reassurances of a closed league format. 

Under the Super League proposals, 15 founding 
members would be guaranteed their place in a 20-team 
competition, split into two leagues of 10 with the top 
sides in each progressing to the quarter-finals. 

On top of ensuring revenue from TV rights and 
sponsorship of more games between the European elite, 
a key part of the breakaway plan concocted by the 
‘dirty dozen’ was to control costs. A much-criticized 
statement to launch the league last Sunday said: “The 
competition will be built on a sustainable financial foun-
dation with all founding clubs signing up to a spending 
framework.” 

 
Hyper-inflated transfer market 

Backed by the state wealth of Abu Dhabi and Qatar 
respectively, City and PSG have played leading roles 
in the inflated costs of player transfers and wages in 
recent years and been far less affected by the eco-
nomic crunch of the coronavirus pandemic over the 
last 12 months. 

City’s spending power has blown away the competi-
tion even in the lucrative Premier League. Pep 

Guardiola’s men are closing in on a third league title in 
four years and on Sunday won a fourth consecutive 
League Cup. 

PSG’s 222 million euro ($269 million) capture of 
Neymar from Barcelona in 2017 more than doubled the 
world record transfer fee and sent the entire market into 
hyper-inflation. Barca’s reaction to losing the Brazilian 
was to spend over 100 million euros on each of 
Ousmane Dembele, Philippe Coutinho and Antoine 
Griezmann, while tying down Lionel Messi to a contract 
worth a reported 555 million euros over four years. As a 
result, the Catalan giants have become saddled with 
debt of one billion euros. 

Despite their rivalry, Barca and Madrid remain united 
as the two major forces yet to withdraw from the ESL 
project. The Spanish giants have been frustrated by 
UEFA’s policing of Financial Fair Play (FFP) rules, 
designed to limit spending to what clubs earn.—AFP 

Failed ESL hangs over Champions League 
as nouveaux riches take on Real Madrid 

PARIS: In this file photo taken on December 7, 2020 
shows the UEFA Champions League logo ahead of a train-
ing session on the eve of the UEFA Champions League 
group H football match between Paris Saint Germain 
(PSG) and Istanbul Basaksehir FK in Paris. — AFP

Gulf derby: Prestige, 
pride riding on 
PSG v Man City clash 
 
 
DOHA: The Champions League semi-final between 
Paris Saint-Germain and Manchester City tomorrow 
is as much a clash of footballing titans as a proxy bat-
tle between competing Gulf nations and visions for 
European football’s future. 

It is the first encounter between Qatar-owned PSG 
and Emirati-backed Man City since the United Arab 
Emirates and a coalition of Saudi-led countries lifted 
their boycott of Doha, in place for three years. The 
UAE along with Saudi, Egypt and Bahrain broke off 
ties with Qatar in June 2017 over claims it was too 
close to Iran and backed radical Islamist groups, 
which Qatar has always denied. 

Families were divided, students expelled, business-
es broken and religious pilgrimages denied when the 
spat erupted. “Whilst the tie’s geopolitical tempera-
ture is less than it would have been if the boycott was 
still ongoing, there’s still a lot at stake,” said Simon 
Chadwick, professor of Eurasian Sport at EM Lyon 
University. Under Gulf ownership the two teams have 
been propelled into Europe’s elite, uncharted territo-
ry for both sides, with both nations accused by critics 
of seeking to “sport wash” their human rights records 
and attain respectability. 

“Financially, both countries have invested a huge 
amount of money into their clubs hence reaching the 
Champions League final will be seen as an important 
return on investment,” Chadwick added. “At the same 
time, there are considerable reputational and image 
benefits that will be associated with winning. And of 
course, Gulf bragging rights are at stake. The ani-
mosities may have somewhat dissipated, the battle to 
be the Gulf’s leading football nation remains.” 

The fixture will also serve as a proxy tussle 
between the clubs that backed a breakaway 
European Super League (ESL), including Manchester 
City, and those that didn’t, namely PSG. PSG’s presi-
dent Nasser Al-Khelaifi was quickly rewarded for 
keeping France’s highest profile club out of the rebel 
league.  He was last week appointed the new head of 
the European Club Association (ECA) replacing 
Andrea Agnelli, one of the key figures in the doomed 
Super League project.  

Khelaifi, who also heads up sports broadcaster 
beIN, has made no secret of his desire for PSG to win 
the Champions League, having been pipped by 
Bayern Munich last year. —AFP 

Atletico defeat 
hands initiative 
to Barcelona 
 
 
MADRID: Atletico Madrid’s title hopes suffered a 
setback on Sunday as a shock 2-1 defeat at Athletic 
Bilbao handed Barcelona the upper hand in a thrilling 
race at the top of La Liga. Real Madrid’s draw with 
Real Betis on Saturday gave Atletico the chance to pull 
further clear but instead they ended the weekend with 
their lead reduced, a loss at San Mames the latest twist 
in Europe’s most unpredictable domestic chase. 

Barca had earlier beaten Villarreal by the same 
scoreline, with Antoine Griezmann’s quick-fire double 
becoming all the more valuable after another Atletico 
slip. Sevilla have largely been overlooked as possible 
champions in Spain but they are right in the mix as 
well now after a 2-1 win over Granada puts them just 
three points off the top and one behind Real Madrid. 

Yet Barcelona were the biggest winners, with 
Ronald Koeman’s team able to go top of the table if 
they win their game in hand at home to Granada on 
Thursday, even if Atletico might have a way back given 
they are still to play at Camp Nou on May 8. Real 
Madrid host Sevilla a day later. “There are four of us in 
that race and now emotionally, those who have the 
mental strength will be closer to winning,” said 
Atletico coach Diego Simeone. “We still know that we 
depend on ourselves.” Atletico have first place, for 
now at least, but they might be the least convincing of 
all the contenders. Losing to Athletic Bilbao means 
they have won only six of their last 14 league games, 
with the momentum gained from consecutive wins 
over Eibar and Huesca proving short-lived. 

The way some of Simeone’s players dropped to 
their knees at the final whistle suggested this result, 
psychologically, could be difficult to recover from. 
Alex Berengeur had already nodded in Ander Capa’s 
cross in the eighth minute and Athletic should have 
doubled their advantage in the second half but Oihan 

Sancet fired over. Luis Suarez, Joao Felix and Thomas 
Lemar all came on and Atletico grabbed a lifeline when 
Stefan Savic’s flicked header found its way inside the 
back post with 13 minutes left. Simeone pumped his 
fists, urging his players to seek a winner, but instead 
there was a sucker-punch from Athletic, Inigo 
Martinez darting free in the box and powering a 
superb header past Jan Oblak with four minutes 
remaining. 

 
Griezmann fires Barca 

Barcelona are surely now favourites to add a La 
Liga title to the Copa del Rey they won earlier this 
month. Villarreal struck first through Samuel 
Chukwueze but Griezmann equalized with a sumptu-
ous lob before capitalizing on a misplaced backpass to 
make it two. 

Helped by a red card for Villarreal’s Manu Trigueros 
shortly after the hour, Barcelona held on for a crucial 
win. “The players are hungry to win another trophy,” 
said Koeman. “The league is closer, I don’t know how 
much closer, but it is. We are on a good run and if we 
win the six games left, we will be champions.” 
Griezmann started on the bench for the defeat by Real 
Madrid but has been recalled for the last three games 
in a row, repaying the faith with a goal now in each. It 
remains to be seen whether Barcelona see the 30-year-
old as a chance to raise funds in the summer, and also 
whether the offers are there, but Griezmann now has 23 
goals this season, and 15 since the turn of the year. 

Sevilla, meanwhile, pushed their case for the title 
and guaranteed their place in the top four but their win 
over Granada will be remembered for the bizarre way 
it ended. Both teams were made to come back out and 
play another minute after referee Ricardo de Burgos 
admitted he blew too early for full-time. 

Sevilla’s players had already left and some of them 
had started to take their kit off, with midfielder 
Fernando pictured without his shirt on in the stands, 
shaking his head in disbelief. Marcos Acuna had to put 
his boots, socks and shinpads back on. “The referee 
stopped it because he thought time was up and then 
he told us he’d made a mistake,” said Sevilla’s Lucas 
Ocampos. “It was finished. I’ve never seen anything 
like it. —AFP 

BILBAO: Athletic Bilbao’s Spanish forward Alejandro Berenguer (center) celebrates with teammates after scoring dur-
ing the Spanish League football match between Athletic Club Bilbao and Club Atletico de Madrid at the San Mames 
stadium in Bilbao on Sunday. — AFP  

RENNES: In this file photo taken on August 18, 2019, Paris 
Saint-Germain’s Qatari president Nasser Al-Khelaifi 
arrives prior to the French L1 football match between 
Rennes and Paris Saint-Germain at the Roazhon Park sta-
dium in Rennes, northwestern France. — AFP 

Sabah Hospital                                24812000 
Amiri Hospital                                  22450005 
Maternity Hospital                        24843100 
Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital       25312700 

    Chest Hospital                                     24849400 
    Farwaniya Hospital                          24892010 
    Adan Hospital                                      23940620 
    Ibn Sina Hospital                               24840300 
    Al-Razi Hospital                                  24846000 
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Kaizen center                                    25716707 
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Rawda                                                   22517733 
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Ayoun Al-Qibla                                22451082 
Mirqab                                                  22456536 
Sharq                                                     22465401 
Salmiya                                                25746401 
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