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News in brief

Papua intelligence chief killed 

JAKARTA: An Indonesian regional intelligence
chief was killed in an ambush by rebels in restive
Papua region, the military confirmed yesterday as
the country’s president vowed to crush the sepa-
ratists. General I Gusti Putu Danny Karya
Nugraha, who headed Papua’s intelligence
agency, was shot dead during a shootout after
rebels opened fire at a patrolling security forces
unit in the Papuan highlands on Sunday. “He was
in the area as part of the operation to restore
security and to boost the morale of locals in the
region following a series of attacks by separatist
and terrorist groups,” National Intelligence
Agency spokesman Wawan Purwanto said.—AFP

Turkey puts 108 on trial 

ANKARA: Turkey yesterday put 108 Kurdish
politicians on trial for their alleged roles in
deadly 2014 protests that erupted as jihadists
from the Islamic State group overran the Syrian
town of Kobane. The case against current and
former members of the pro-Kurdish HDP party-
including its two former co-leaders-stems from
one of the darker episodes of the decade-long
Syria war. Thirty-seven people died in violent
demonstrations against the Turkish army’s inac-
tion in the face of an IS offensive against the
largely Kurdish northern Syrian town. The fight-
ing was visible from the Turkish side of the bor-
der and many in the country’s Kurdish commu-
nity view the army as complicit in the humani-
tarian disaster. —AFP 

Kazakhstan rolls out own vaccine

NUR-SULTAN, Kazakhstan: Kazakhstan yes-
terday rolled out its homegrown coronavirus
vaccine, with the Central Asian country’s health
minister receiving the jab on live television.
QazCovid-in, also known as QazVac, is a two-
shot vaccine that is currently in third stage tri-
als.  The state broadcaster Khabar said that
50,000 doses of the vaccine developed by the
state-backed Research Institute for Biological
Safety Problems have been distributed across
the vast oil-rich country. Health Minister Alexei
Tsoi told Khabar that he felt “well” after receiv-
ing his shot and said the government was nego-
tiating with partners in Turkey to produce
future batches of the vaccine. —AFP

Fiji capital in lockdown 

SUVA: The Fijian capital Suva entered a 14-
day lockdown yesterday as the Pacific island
nation battled to contain a Covid-19 spike fol-
lowing a “superspreader” funeral  event.
Around 100,000 people in the city must stay
in containment zones and non-essential busi-
nesses are shuttered after the first community
coronavirus cases in 12 months were detected.
A soldier contracted the virus at a quarantine
facility and is believed to have transmitted it to
a maid, who then exposed up to 500 people at
a funeral. —AFP

NEW DELHI: The US and Britain rushed ventila-
tors and vaccine materials to India yesterday as
the country battles a catastrophic, record-break-
ing coronavirus wave that has overwhelmed hospi-
tals and set crematoriums working at full capacity.
A surge in recent days has seen patients’ families
taking to social media to beg for oxygen supplies
and locations of available hospital beds, and has
forced the capital New Delhi to extend a week-
long lockdown.

The country of 1.3 billion has become the lat-
est hotspot of a pandemic that has killed more
than three million people, even as richer countries
take steps towards normality with quickening
inoculation programs. Irfan Salmani told AFP he
had been going from hospital to hospital around
Delhi for the past three days, searching for oxy-
gen for his sister.

“I’ve never seen anything so terrible,” he said.
“I’ve been trying non-stop.” “What can I do?...
I’ve just been facing rejection after rejection.”
France, Germany and Canada have also pledged
support to India, which has driven increases in
global case numbers in recent days, recording
352,991 new infections and 2,812 deaths yester-
day-its highest tolls since the start of the pandem-
ic. Creaking health facilities in poorer countries
were exposed Sunday when more than 80 people
died as fire ripped through a Baghdad hospital for
Covid-19 patients, sparking outrage and the sus-
pension of top Iraqi officials.

Thailand enforced new restrictions yesterday
after a record daily death toll over the weekend,
while the capital of neighboring Cambodia has
been under lockdown for 12 days as cases spike.

Vaccine surplus 
The first of nine airline container-loads of sup-

plies from the UK, including ventilators and oxy-
gen concentrators, was set to arrive in India early
today, Prime Minister Boris Johnson said, pledging

the UK would do “all it can” to help.
The White House said it was making vaccine-

production material, therapeutics, tests, ventila-
tors and protective equipment immediately avail-
able to India. But it did not mention whether it
would send any of the 30 million AstraZeneca
vaccine doses it currently holds in surplus, spark-
ing accusations of hoarding. 

India government is facing growing criticism for
allowing mass gatherings across the country in
recent weeks, with millions attending religious fes-
tivals and thronging political rallies. The glitzy
Indian Premier League is also under pressure, with
a leading newspaper suspending coverage and
slamming the IPL’s decision to keep playing cricket
as “commercialism gone crass”.

The league suffered further blows yesterday as
Australians Adam Zampa and Kane Richardson
became the latest players to leave after star India
spinner Ravichandran Ashwin withdrew to support
his family during the pandemic. On Sunday, Twitter
confirmed it withheld dozens of tweets-including
from opposition lawmakers-critical of the govern-
ment’s handling crisis after a legal demand from
New Delhi. 

Fiji funeral 
Japan’s annual “Golden Week” holiday got

under way with new restrictions in Tokyo and
Osaka, where shopping malls and department
stores were asked to close and residents urged
to avoid non-essential travel. Bars and restau-
rants selling alcohol have also been asked to shut
early during the week-usually Japan’s busiest
travel period-which comes just under three
months before the pandemic-postponed
Olympics are due to start.

Fiji’s capital Suva entered a 14-day lockdown
yesterday after detecting the first community
transmission cases in 12 months following a funeral.
The tourism-dependent islands have recorded

fewer than 100 cases and just two deaths in a pop-
ulation of 930,000, and the moves comes as a
huge blow for hopes of opening quarantine-free
travel bubbles with Australia and New Zealand.
But Americans dreaming of Paris or Florence were
given some hope when EU chief Ursula von der
Leyen said US tourists vaccinated against COVID-
19 would be able to visit the European Union in
the coming months. She gave no timetable, but told
the New York Times that the new rules could be in
place by this summer.

‘In the flesh!’
Motor racing fans also got a boost with the news a

limited number of spectators could be allowed to attend
the Monaco Grand Prix in May, Formula One chief
executive officer Stefano Domenicali said Sunday. And
another limited glimpse of pre-pandemic life was on
display in the US, at an Oscars ceremony reuniting some
of Hollywood’s A-listers-unmasked and vaccinated-for
the first time in more than a year. “We’re here, isn’t it
crazy?” said best actor nominee and “Sound of Metal”
star Riz Ahmed.  “Human beings in the flesh!” —AFP

India records 352,991 new infections and 2,812 deaths

US, Britain rush supplies 
to virus-stricken India 

GHAZIABAD, UP: A patient breathes with the help of oxygen provided by a Gurdwara, a place of worship
for Sikhs, under a tent installed along the roadside amid COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic in Ghaziabad
yesterday. —AFP

China censors 
Oscars success 
of Chloe Zhao
BEIJING: Beijing-born Chloe Zhao was scrubbed
from Chinese social media yesterday as a national-
ist backlash airbrushed out her remarkable
achievement of becoming the first woman of color
to win the best director Oscar. Zhao on Sunday
night became the second woman ever to win the
coveted award at the Oscars, as her film
“Nomadland”-about marginalized Americans
roaming the west-bagged best picture and its lead,
Frances McDormand, won best actress.

But all recent posts containing her name and
“Nomadland” were mysteriously wiped from the
Twitter-like site Weibo by yesterday noon Beijing time.
Her win was also met with silence by Chinese media.

Initially hailed by state media for her film’s suc-
cess at the Golden Globes in March, Zhao became
the target of a nationalist backlash after social
media users dug up years-old interviews in which
she appeared to criticize her country of birth.

Chinese cinemas abruptly pulled the film’s sched-
uled release.

This year’s Oscars were also not aired on
Chinese television or streaming channels. Zhao
appeared to allude to these difficulties in her
Oscars acceptance speech, saying, “I’ve been
thinking a lot lately of how I keep going when
things get hard.” She also quoted a line from a
Classical Chinese poem that translates to “people
are fundamentally good at birth”-a move praised
by many Chinese social media users, before the
posts were deleted. Weibo was initially flooded
with posts praising Zhao yesterday morning, while
others decried censorship. “Chloe Zhao becomes
the first Asian diaspora/Chinese female filmmaker
to win the best director Oscar in history,” wrote an
entertainment blogger with more than 8.9 million
followers, in a post that gained thousands of likes
before it was deleted.

“China’s public opinion control is outrageous.
After Chloe Zhao’s starling Oscars win, there is not
even a fart on Weibo,” wrote an outraged user.
Despite the censors’ efforts, on the streets of
Beijing, pride in an Asian director reaching the
apogee of US cinema was easy to find.

“She’s the pride of Chinese people... it’s very
rare for a Chinese to get an Oscar award,” Yan

Ying, a female engineer, told AFP yesterday morn-
ing. “I think Chinese movies will get better and bet-
ter and she will set a very good example for
Chinese mainland directors,” said 38-year-old legal
worker Yuan Min. Zhao is also well-known in China
as the stepdaughter of famous actress Song
Dandan. —AFP

LOS ANGELES: Chinese Director/Producer Chloe Zhao,
winner of the award for Picture and Director for
“Nomadland,” poses in the press room at the Oscars
yesterday at Union Station in Los Angeles. —AFP

New restrictions 
in Thailand as 
virus cases spike
BANGKOK: New COVID-19 restrictions came
into force in Thailand yesterday to try to halt a
spiralling outbreak that saw deaths hit a record
single-day high over the weekend. In Bangkok-
where the latest outbreak has been traced back
to a nightl i fe district-as well  as 47 other
provinces, wearing masks is now compulsory in
public spaces, with some locations backing it
up with the threat of a 20,000 baht ($640) fine.

Authorities in the capital have also closed a
raft of venues including cinemas, parks, gyms,
swimming pools, spas and nurseries. The new
restrictions come a week after authorities
ordered bars and nightclubs to close and
banned restaurants from serving alcohol.

The tightening comes as total infections
reached 57,500 yesterday, up from just 29,000
in early April. Some 2,048 new cases were
announced yesterday. The day before, Thailand
recorded its highest single-day death toll of
the pandemic, with 11 fatalities. Until the latest

outbreak, Thailand had managed to keep infec-
tions down, thanks to strict travel restrictions
and swift action to isolate confirmed cases.

But there have been complaints about the
slow rollout of vaccines, with Thailand lagging
behind other countries in the region. Prime
Minister Prayut Chan-O-Cha said on Facebook
the government was trying to source more
doses and ramp up the program to inoculate
300,000 people a day.

In neighboring Cambodia, also in the grip of
a new coronavirus wave, the World Health
Organization (WHO) urged factory owners in
the key garment sector to help protect workers.
“The current outbreaks in factories and mar-
kets serve as a painful reminder of the impor-
tance of investing in mitigation measures before
cases occur, to help prevent the virus spread-
ing,” Li Ailan, WHO representative in
Cambodia, said in a statement. Li urged factory
owners to do more temperature screening and
rearrange workshops to allow social distancing.

The capital Phnom Penh has been under
lockdown for 12 days now and last week the
authorities ordered all wet markets in the city
to close for 14 days. Prime Minister Hun Sen on
Sunday ordered tougher enforcement of lock-
down measures. Cambodia has reported 9,975

cases in total and 74 deaths including 10 on
Saturday-a single-day record for the country.

Neighboring Laos-which appeared to
escape the brunt of the pandemic last year-is
also undergoing a surge, jumping from 58 cas-
es to 323 in less than a week. Its  capital
Vientiane was placed under a snap lockdown
last week, with authorities prohibiting resi-
dents from leaving their homes except for gro-
ceries and going to the hospital. —AFP

BANGKOK: Nurses tend to patients in a COVID inten-
sive care unit (ICU) at Vibhavadi Hospital in Bangkok
yesterday during a surge of coronavirus cases in the
country. —AFP

This screen grab received from the Indonesian
Military yesterday shows crew members singing the
well-known song “Sampai Jumpa”, an Indonesian hit
whose title means “Goodbye” and composed by the
band Endank Soekamti, at an unknown location at
sea. —AFP

Video emerges of 
crew of sunken 
Indonesia submarine
BALI: A poignant video has emerged showing the
crew of a sunken Indonesian submarine singing
happily together on board their vessel. The video,
filmed a few weeks before the KRI Nanggala 402
went down with all hands lost, shows some of the
53-strong crew singing “Sampai Jumpa”, an
Indonesian hit whose title means “Goodbye”.
Submarine commander Heri Oktavian is among

those gathered around a seaman strumming an
acoustic guitar.

“Even though I’m not ready to be missing you,
I’m not ready to live without you,” the sailors sing.

“I wish all the best for you.” The video was
recorded as a farewell for the outgoing com-
mander of the navy’s submarine corps, whose
successor took up his  role in early March,
Indonesian military spokesman Djawara Whimbo
said. The German-built submarine-one of five in
Indonesia’s fleet-disappeared early Wednesday
while it was scheduled to do live torpedo training
exercises off Bali. Indonesia’s military announced
Sunday it had found the vessel in pieces on the
seafloor, around 800 meters (2,600 feet) below
the surface.  —AFP


