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350,000 expat
workers still
struck abroad
KUWAIT: Employers have asked rele-
vant government authorities several times
to allow company employees who hold
valid residency permits to enter into the
country while taking the necessary health
measures, Al-Qabas Arabic daily reported
yesterday. As the ban on expatriates’
fl ights remains indefinitely, there are
350,000 employees with valid residency
permits currently stranded abroad, whose
work permits and civil IDs have been
renewed, according to official sources
quoted in the report.

As the marketplace lost 500,000 work-
ers in 2020 or 31 percent of registered
workers in business sectors (350,000 with
valid residencies stranded abroad and
150,000 who left for good), it is necessary
to take the necessary action to allow the
return of stranded employees gradually,
the sources said.

Khalid Al-Ashab, a human resources
official at a logistics company, said labor
shortage has doubled as many companies
suffer from a scarcity of heavy duty driv-
ers, in addition to skilled workers in the
mechanical, maintenance, cleaning and
construction sectors.

Meanwhile, an owner of an agricultural
and contracting group Yousuf Al-Shimmari
said the shortage in the agricultural sector
is huge, as demand for workers has
increased along with their salaries - from
KD 120 to KD 350.

Officials at the health ministry said issu-
ing a recommendation to allow the return
of stranded employees abroad needs more
studies and follow-up of coronavirus
developments locally and internationally,
adding that the infection curve differs from
one country to another, so it is difficult to
generalize the recommendation on all
countries that have workers in Kuwait.

Health officials said the health situation
varies between countries, adding that
receiving certain doses of vaccines may
not guarantee the entry of these nationals
into Kuwait due to the appearance of new
strains (variants) in countries like India,
which registered 349,691 COVID-19 cases
on Sunday, apart from 2,767 deaths.

Kuwait curfew:
What you 
need to know
KUWAIT: Kuwait imposed a cur-
few from 7:00 pm to 5:00 am
until the end of Ramadan to help
curb the sharp increase in
COVID-19 cases registered in
recent weeks. During the curfew
hours, pharmacies, medical stores,
co-operative societies and super-
markets are allowed to continue
operation only through delivery
services, while restaurants and
cafes are allowed to deliver food
from 7:00 pm to 3:00 am every
day. Also during the curfew, peo-
ple are allowed to go to prayers at
mosques only by walking, and the
government allowed people to
practice walking and jogging from
7:00 pm to 10:00 pm. The gov-
ernment meanwhile al lowed
salons and health clubs to reopen
during the day but kept restau-
rants and cafes closed except for
drive-through and delivery serv-
ices. Meanwhile, taxis are allowed
to carry only two passengers.

The Ministry of Commerce and
Industry launched a booking serv-
ice, allowing people to shop from
7:00 pm to 12:00 am during the
curfew hours. The service is valid
for all co-ops and supermarkets
around Kuwait. To book an
appointment, a shopper should
visit www.moci.shop, enter the
required information (civi l  ID
number and serial number, contact
number and email address), the
reason for appointment (food sup-
ply center) and the time and date
of the appointment. The shopper
would then receive a barcode to

show once they reach the shop-
ping center.

Where to obtain a curfew pass?
Citizens and residents that need a

pass during the curfew hours to
leave their homes can apply for a
pass at https://www.paci.gov.kw/.
The pass is available for those in
need of emergency medical treat-
ment, doctor’s visits, blood donation,
COVID-19 swabs and COVID-19
vaccinations.

Co-op delivery during curfew
hours

During curfew hours, co-ops, gro-
cery stores and other markets will be
allowed to offer delivery services.
Most co-ops will accept orders via
delivery. Here is an incomplete list of
co-op WhatsApp numbers. Each co-
op will be responsible for deciding if
and when they provide delivery serv-
ices and not all may be providing. 

Omariya Co-op
WhatsApp 6041-0067

Farwaniya Co-op
WhatsApp 6767-8211

Qairawan Co-op
WhatsApp 9000-3749

Jahra Co-op
WhatsApp 5160-2458

Abdulla Al-Mubarak Co-op
WhatsApp 6066-6338

Nuzha Co-op
WhatsApp 9784-5531

Khaitan Co-op
WhatsApp 6777-9745

Ardhiya Co-op
WhatsApp 6902-0779

Rabiya Co-op
WhatsApp 2438-8316

Wafra Farm Co-op
Tel: 9883-5245 / 5170-0085

Salmiya Co-op
Tel: 22253225

Jabriya Co-op
Tel: 1805-353
WhatsApp 6566-6084

Rawdha & Hawally
WhatsApp 9662-2883

Shaab Co-op
WhatsApp 9090-4455

Wafra Co-op
WhatsApp 5055-0539

Keifan Co-op
WhatsApp 5178-1719

Rehab Co-op
WhatsApp 9222-2358

Mishref Co-op
WhatsApp 5055-9900

Faiha Co-op
Tel: 1861-000
WhatsApp 9098-6000

Rumaithiya Co-op
WhatsApp 6066-0045

Bayan Co-op
WhatsApp 9004-2500

Fahaheel Co-op
WhatsApp 5178-9951

Adan & Qusour Co-op
Tel: 5034-3111 / 6593-3975

Salam Co-op
WhatsApp 9788-7832

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Guard (KNG) received
a number of French-made Caracal helicopters,
which entered service as the core of the guard’s air
fleet. Top KNG officials attended the reception
ceremony including Lieutenant-General Hashim
Abdul Al-Rifai, Assistant for Operations and
Training Major General Faleh Shuja Faleh, Assistant
Commander of the Air Force in the Kuwaiti Army
Brigadier General Bandar Salem Al-Muzain, and
Commander of Ali Al-Salem Air Force Base
Brigadier General Mubarak Abdullah Al-Qahtan.

“On behalf of His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali
Al-Sabah, President of the Kuwait National Guard,
and retired Lieutenant-General Sheikh Ahmed
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Vice
President of the National Guard, we celebrate
today the arrival of the Caracal helicopters from
the friendly Republic of France, which join the
National Guard air force to allow it to carry out its
duties in supporting state departments through
troop transportation, search and rescue, and med-
ical evacuation,” Lt Gen Rifai said during the cere-
mony. He added that KNG had enrolled its person-
nel “in the most prestigious academies to study
and gain practical experience so that they are
qualified to carry out this task” of operating the
new helicopters. 

Meanwhile, Maj Gen Faleh said that the helicop-
ter division is one of the vital ones in the KNG,
which was included in the second strategic plan of

the National Guard (2020). “The idea of the heli-
copter project coincided with the expansion proj-
ect of His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah
camp, and the establishment of the air base that we
were honored to name after His Highness Sheikh

Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,” he said. The
air base was named after Sheikh Mishal, the former
Vice President of Kuwait National Guard, “in
recognition of his contributions and achievements
towards the march of the National Guard.”

National Guard’s Caracal
helicopters enter service

Defense
Minister, Dutch
envoy discuss
cooperation
KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister
and Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad
Jaber  A l-Al i  A l-Sabah  d i scussed
mat te r s  o f  mutua l  s ign i f i cance ,
means  fo r  coopera t ion  and  jo in t
work with Netherlands’ Ambassador
Laurens Westhoff, Kuwait’s military
said yesterday. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Northern Ports customs officers foiled an attempt to smuggle 150 bags of chewing tobacco, as
well as counterfeit perfumes. Customs detectives department learned about the shipment arriving from
Jebel Ali Port, so it was searched and the banned substances were found. Legal action was taken.


