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Ramadan  
boot camp

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly holds 
a crucial session today amid continued 
confrontation between around 30 oppo-
sition MPs on one hand and the govern-
ment and the Assembly speaker on the 
other. Opposition MPs have vowed to 
prevent the session from proceeding 
unless HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah accepts to be 
grilled over a variety of accusations. 

The Assembly decided on March 30 
to postpone grillings against the prime 
minister until the end of 2022, but the 
opposition insists that the decision is 

illegal and not in line with the constitu-
tion. Opposition MP Mohammad Al-
Mutair said yesterday that the decision 
to postpone grillings of the prime minis-
ter amounts to a coup against the 
Kuwaiti constitution. He and other MPs 
have insisted the session will not be 
allowed to proceed unless the prime 
minister is grilled. 

MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari yesterday 
asked Justice Minister Abdullah Al-
Roumi if the Anti-Corruption Authority 
has investigated allegations that some 
ministers threatened to resign because 
of blackmail by some pro-government 
MPs who wanted them to take illegal 

actions. Kandari said some pro-govern-
ment MPs wanted to capitalize on their 
support of the government by pressuring 
ministers to pass illegal transactions.  

In the meantime, the court of appeals 
yesterday jailed a Bangladeshi lawmaker 
for seven years after convicting him of 
bribery and corruption. The court also 
sentenced Sheikh Mazen Al-Jarrah Al-
Sabah, a senior interior ministry official, 
former MP Salah Khorshid and a former 
senior official of the Manpower Public 
Authority for the same period in jail for 
being parties to the case. The court con-
firmed the acquittal of MP Saadoun 
Hammad. 

The sentence is not final as it can be 
challenged at the court of cassation, 
whose rulings are final. Meanwhile, the 
criminal court yesterday sentenced lead-
ing Islamist activist and leader of the 
Islamist Ummah Party Hakem Al-Mutairi 
to life in jail in absentia after convicting 
him on charges of plotting with a foreign 
country to overthrow a number of Gulf 
ruling families. 

The sentence is based on a leaked 
recording of a conversation between 
Mutairi and former Libyan leader 
Muammar Gaddafi, in which Mutairi 
clearly said that Gulf peoples are pre-
pared to overthrow or at least restrict 

the powers of their ruling families. 
Mutairi, who has been living in self-exile 
in Turkey for some time, described the 
ruling as “political” against “reformists in 
Kuwait”, adding that such rulings will not 
help Gulf states resolve their dilemmas. 
He said on his Twitter account that such 
verdicts will only “boost our faith in the 
necessity for change”. 

The criminal court also sentenced MP 
Marzouq Al-Khalifa, former MP Sultan 
Al-Shimmari and six others to two years 
in jail for taking part in illegal tribal pri-
mary elections. The court asked the con-
victs to pay KD 5,000 each to suspend 
the jail term.

Assembly to hold crucial  
session amid challenges

Court jails Bangladeshi MP, Kuwaiti officials for 7 years

By Shariffa Carlo 
 

Ramadan is upon us once again. It is a time 
for fasting, praying and getting closer to 
our Lord. It has been commanded for 

Muslims to fast in the Noble Quran, where Allah 
(the Almighty and Majestic) says, what can be 
translated as: “O Believers, fasting is enjoined 
upon you, as it was enjoined upon those before 
you, that you may attain taqwa (God-conscious-
ness).” (Al-Baqarah 2:183) 

During Ramadan, we are commanded to fast, 
to attain taqwa. What does that mean?  

Linguistically, in Arabic, sawm literally means 
“to keep away from something.” The verb is 
(saama, which means to abstain or to restrain 
from something.  

The linguistic meaning of Taqwa is “a shield, 
or protective barrier”.  When put it together, 
Muslims understand that the act of self-control 
that is necessary for fasting, helps to create a 
shield for those who fast, from evil and sin. The 
act of fasting is a form of physical, mental, and 
spiritual training. Along with fasting, the month of 
Ramadan brings added chances for blessings and 
forgiveness. Muslims are encouraged to use this 
month as an opportunity to achieve maximum 
fitness of body, mind and spirit, through fasting, 
adding prayers, increasing the giving of charity, 
working on patience, and reading, studying and 
implementing the Quran.  

Taqwa in Islam, is understood as a heightened 
sense of God-Consciousness, a recognition of 
the fact that while we do not see our Lord, He 
Sees us. We consider Ramadan as the exercise 
ground of faith. It is in Ramadan that we find the 
time and ability, through this deed, fasting, that is 
both communal and immensely personal.  

As a group, as nations, we gather together to 
pray and fast, but fasting, while it has a visual 
element, is something which no one, but us and 
our Lord, truly knows has been committed fully. 
As such, Muslims believe that it is a deed so 
loved by Allah (swt), that He sets its value for 
each of us personally, based on the purity and 
completeness of the deed. 

Ramadan is truly a boot camp, because we 
don’t just fast or abstain from food and drink; we 
abstain from sins. Allah informs us that He will 
not accept a fast that is littered with lies, back-
biting, harming of others, or other sins. We must 
guard not just our stomachs but our hearts, 
tongues and limbs.  

Because Ramadan has such a concentrated 
and increased level of acts of worship within 
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KUWAIT: The public prosecution has charged the 
suspect in the killing of a woman in Sabah Al-Salem 
last week with first-degree murder, which is punish-
able by death. The woman (FA) was abducted by 

the Kuwaiti man last Tuesday, who allegedly 
stabbed her and dumped her outside Adan Hospital 
in Mubarak Al-Kabeer. The woman later suc-
cumbed to her injuries. 

According to reports, the suspect wanted to 
marry the victim, but her family rejected the pro-
posal. The woman’s family said they had filed several 
cases at several police stations and with some pub-
lic prosecutors, but the man was not kept in cus-
tody. The woman’s sister - who is a lawyer - said 
that she repeatedly pleaded with a public prosecu-
tor that the release of the man could endanger her 

sister’s life, but he was nevertheless freed on bail. 
She also said police stations did not take their com-
plaints seriously. 

Dozens of women gathered last Thursday out-
side the National Assembly in Irada Square 
demanding more protection for women and taking 
their cases more seriously by police stations follow-
ing the brutal murder. A number of the peaceful 
protesters said that they came to let authorities 
know that complaints by women must be dealt with 
seriously like those by men, complaining that 
authorities tend to take their cases lightly. 

Man charged with 
murder for brutal 
killing of woman

GAZA CITY: Hussein Al-Hajj, a 71-year-old COVID-19 patient, lies in his bed 
at the intensive care unit for coronavirus patients at the Turkish-Palestinian 
Friendship Hospital. —AFP

GAZA CITY: Slumped in a hospital 
bed, his face obscured by an oxygen 
mask in an intensive care unit for 
coronavirus patients in the Gaza Strip, 
Hussein Al-Hajj said he wanted to talk.  
“Vaccinations are essential, but I’m 
going to have to survive the virus 
before getting vaccinated,” the 71-
year-old retired Palestinian teacher 
told AFP through strained breaths. In 
Gaza, a Palestinian territory under 
strict Israeli blockade since 2007, the 
pandemic has been defined by con-

trast. Through its early months rough-
ly a year ago, the enclave’s Hamas 
Islamist rulers largely succeeded in 
limiting significant viral spread. 

Access to Gaza was already 
restricted through Israeli and 
Egyptian controlled crossings, and 
Hamas imposed strict quarantines on 
everyone who sought entry.  But in 
August the first cases were recorded 
outside quarantine centers, raising 
fears of catastrophe given Gaza’s 
weak health infrastructure. 

Now, as Israel broadly re-opens 
thanks to a world-leading vaccination 
effort, Gaza’s vulnerable health system 
is overwhelmed.  Hajj was admitted to 
a Turkish funded hospital, built in 
2017 on land where polluted stagnant 
water often pools, which was  
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Palestinians  
fight to survive  
in COVID unit

MANILA: The number of coronavirus cases 
logged in the Philippines since the start of the 
pandemic topped one million yesterday, as a 
health official warned against easing restric-
tions, to give hospitals some “breathing room”. 
Nearly 9,000 new infections in the past 24 
hours took the country’s caseload to 1,006,428 
— the second-highest in Southeast Asia-with 
16,853 fatalities, government figures show. 

Limited testing means the actual number of 
cases is probably much higher. A lockdown 
imposed on the national capital region and four 
surrounding provinces at the end of March to 
slow a record surge in infections appears to be 
working. New cases in the capital-the epicenter 
of the outbreak-fell 20 percent to an average of 
3,841 per day last week, data released by inde-
pendent research group OCTA show.  
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Philippines’  
virus cases  
top 1 million

BERLIN: With his head tilted back and his face 
mask pulled down, Imam Abdallah Hajjir patiently 
undergoes a nasal swab outside a Berlin mosque to 
get tested for the coronavirus. “Negative!” he smiles 
a few minutes later, and heads inside for Friday 
prayers. The medical team manning a testing station 
outside the red-bricked “House of Wisdom” mosque 
is part of a push by authorities in the German capital 
to raise COVID awareness among Muslims during 
the holy fasting month of Ramadan, and among 
migrant populations more generally. 

Sitting at a table in the building’s parking lot, the 
staff made up of Libyans, Syrians and Armenians 
carry out free rapid testing for a steady stream of 
worshippers lining up with prayer mats rolled up 
under their arms.  

Imam Abdallah Hajjir, wearing a gold-rimmed cap, 
says encouraging the congregation to get tested is a 
way “to contribute” in the fight against the pandem-
ic. “By protecting the members of our community, 

we are protecting those they come into contact with, 
so society as a whole,” he said. Around 35 percent of 
Berlin residents have a migrant background, and 
neighborhoods with the highest proportion of 
migrants have recorded the highest number of coro-
navirus cases since the pandemic began a year ago.  
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BERLIN: Imam Sheikh Abdallah Hajjir (left) takes a 
coronavirus  test before attending Friday prayer at the 
‘Haus der Weisheit’ (House of Wisdom) Mosque in 
Berlin’s Moabit district. — AFP

In Berlin, virus  
test before  
Ramadan prayers


