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This picture taken in Paris on January 16,
1987 shows the Italian singer and actress
Maria Ilva Biocalti, known as Milva, during
the exhibition ‘Les Amis de Velazquez’ at
The Institut de France. — AFP 

Celebrated Italian singer Milva, who
achieved fame with her beloved
performances in the 1960s and

70s, has died aged 81, Italian media
reported on Saturday. She died Friday
evening in Milan after a long illness, her
daughter told the Ansa agency. “Her
voice has aroused intense emotions for
entire generations,” Culture Minister
Dario Franceschini said. “A great Italian,
an artist who started from her homeland
and rose to international stages.” 

Maria Ilva Biocati-her full name-was
born in the village of Goro in Emilia-
Romagna. She was later nicknamed
“The Panther of Goro.” Known for her
striking red hair, her career went far
beyond Italy’s borders, with fans in Latin
America, Spain, France and especially
Germany, a country whose language she
learned. — AFP 

French fashion house Dior will hold a
runway show on June 17 in Athens
to launch its inter-season collection

by designer Maria Grazia Chiuri, it said
Friday.  After several online-only fashion
weeks in recent months, it was not clear if
an audience would be present for the lat-

est “cruise collection” show in Greece,
with Dior saying only that it would be held
“in full respect of health measures”.  So-
called cruise collections fall between usu-
al spring/summer and autumn/winter col-
lections-and French houses often visit
other countries for the launch. 

“The house has chosen Athens, an
exceptional destination, cradle of Western
civilization and European art, for its 2022
cruise collection,” it said in a statement.
Last summer, Dior launched its cruise col-
lection in Piazza del Duomo in Lecce, Italy
with only “friends and family” invited. The

trip to Athens will pay homage to an iconic
photo session at the Acropolis 70 years
ago for an haute couture collection by
Christian Dior.  Chanel’s cruise collection
is being launched online on May 4 with a
film shot in southern France. — AFP

Florian Zeller,
French writer 
conquering global
stage and screen

His plays have been staged in more
countries than any French writer of
his generation, and with his first film

up for six Oscars, Florian Zeller looks set
for still greater success. At 41, Zeller has
already had a glittering career, described as
a “genius” by Le Figaro and “the most excit-
ing new theatre writer of our time” by The
Guardian.  In Britain, he is compared to one
of his heroes, Harold Pinter, and in France,

to his most fabled of predecessors.  “He is
a child of Moliere,” said French actor Pierre
Arditi, who appeared in two of Zeller’s
plays, “The Truth” and “The Lie”. 

“When we read his plays, we think that
it’s simple but it’s much more complex, and
that is what defines a great writer... He’s a
young surgeon of the human soul.” But it
was in creating a film adaptation of his most
successful play, “The Father”, that Zeller
achieved one of his most cherished
dreams: to work with Anthony Hopkins. “I
consider him the greatest living actor, and
had the feeling he would be particularly
powerful in this role,” Zeller told AFP.
“When I spoke to friends about it, I felt they
were smiling politely when I said I could
work with Anthony Hopkins, but I was stuck
on the idea and until something is proved
impossible, it remains possible.”

When they finally met, Hopkins already
knew the play thanks to its Tony-winning
Broadway production, and agreed to take

on the grueling part as an elderly man suf-
fering dementia. The partnership has
proved a huge success, with Hopkins win-
ning best actor and Zeller best adapted
screenplay at Britain’s BAFTA awards this
month. 

‘Powerful hidden currents’ 
Already a household name in France

thanks to a series of novels, the first pub-
lished when he was just 22, Zeller fell in
love with theatre after iconic French author
Francoise Sagan recommended him to a
director. “The French stage was a mar-
velous destination and a dream,” he told
AFP. “But it was when my plays were
staged in London and had a big success,
with three at the same time... that’s when
they started being picked up in Asia, Latin
America and the US.” They have now been
performed in more than 40 countries, and
won awards from Tokyo to New York.  It
perhaps made sense that Zeller, who con-
siders Pinter a “major inspiration”, made his
mark in England. 

“There is something that is close to the
British soul in my work, where the subtext is
as important as the text, where the appar-
ent simplicity of the language hides power-

ful hidden currents that can be quite vio-
lent,” he told AFP. He went further at the
BAFTAs, saying: “I’m French, as you can
hear, but in my heart I’m English.”
Christopher Hampton, Zeller’s English
translator and a renowned playwright in his
own right, says it was nonetheless tough to
get backing when they first tried to bring
“The Father” to the British stage.  “It wasn’t
easy to get the producers to believe this
was the kind of play people would want to
see,” Hampton told AFP.

They got a short run in a small Bath the-
atre but despite strong reviews, still strug-
gled to have it taken to London, only get-
ting slots at smaller theatres before finally
transferring to the West End.  “Even then, I
think they took the theatre for only eight
weeks... and what happened was that it
was so sold-out that they had to take
another run,” said Hampton. “It was a run-
away success.” —AFP

In this file photo French writer and movie
director Florian Zeller attends the 2020
Sundance Film Festival - “The Father”
Premiere at Eccles Center Theatre in Park
City, Utah.

Celebrated
Italian singer
Milva dies at 81

Ever since Audrey Hepburn took con-
trol of her Vespa in the 1953 classic
“Roman Holiday”, the Italian scooter

has been a symbol of joy and style and on
its 75-year-old birthday, many Italians
remain fondly attached to theirs. “I’ve had
a Vespa for 12 years, I’m on my third,”
said Marco Guerrieri, a Roman account-
ant in his 40s. “I wanted a more original
two-wheeler than the Japanese scooters,
plus it’s made of metal and not plastic, it’s
much more resistent,” he told AFP.

While it is mostly a practical mode of
transportation for him, he laments that for
many “it’s a status symbol-in my neigh-
borhood all the successful people have a
Vespa”. Hepburn and Gregory Peck’s
adventures in Rome made the Vespa
famous in the 1950s, but its history dates
back to April 23, 1946, when the first
patent for its manufacture was registered
in Italy. Legend has it that the name-which
means “wasp” in Italian-came from Enrico
Piaggio, founder of the eponymous motor
company, who compared the noise of its
engine to the insect’s buzz.

Seventy-five years and 19 million units

later, Vespas have lost none of their
charm, despite the problems of driving
them in Rome, with their small wheels
unsuited to potholes and slippery cobble-
stones. “These are 19 million stories of
guys and girls, entire generations who
dreamed of and gained their freedom
astride a Vespa,” enthused a statement

from Piaggio marking Friday’s anniver-
sary. Since 1946, the Vespa has been
made at Pontedera, in Tuscany, although
in recent years also in a factory in India
and another in Vietnam. — AFP 

Fashion designer
Alber Elbaz,
ex-Lanvin 
director, dies
Alber Elbaz, the fashion designer

whose audacious designs trans-
formed the storied French house

Lanvin into an industry darling before his
shock ouster in 2015, has died aged 59,
the Richemont luxury group said yester-
day. “It was with shock and enormous
sadness that I heard of Alber’s sudden
passing,” Richemont chairman Johann
Rupert said in a statement. No cause of
death was given. Elbaz, an Israeli born in
Morocco, restored the luster to Lanvin
during his 14 years at the helm of
France’s oldest couture brand, giving
classic tailoring a more playful edge. He
also earned fans with an affable
demeanour that set him apart in an indus-
try known for prickly personalities.

But he was unceremoniously fired as
creative director in October 2015, report-
edly after a clash with Lanvin’s majority
shareholder, the Chinese billionaire
Shaw-Lan Wang. Elbaz never joined
another fashion house afterward but
formed a series of partnerships, including
with the Swiss-based conglomerate
Richemont in 2019  “Alber had a richly
deserved reputation as one of the indus-
try’s brightest and most beloved figures,”
Rupert said. “His inclusive vision of fash-
ion made women feel beautiful and com-
fortable by blending traditional craftsman-
ship with technology-highly innovative
projects which sought to redefine the
industry.”— AFP

In this file photo, Audrey Hepburn’s sons
Shawn (right) and Luca pose with the Vespa
scooter that was used in the iconic film
“Roman Holidays” (Vacanze Romane), during
the exhibition “Audrey in Roma” at Rome’s
Museum of Ara Pacis.

In this file photo Vespa scooters are parked on Sordello Square in Mantova, northern Italy, during
the 8th edition of Vespa World Days. — AFP photos

In this file photo Vespa enthusi-
asts ride in front of the Castle of
San Giorgio in Mantova.

Vespa scooters are pictured in Cervinia, Italian Alps.

An elderly woman poses with her Vespa scooter in Cervinia, Italian Alps.

In this file photo Moroccan-born Israeli
fashion designer for Lanvin Alber Elbaz,
acknowledges the public at the end of the
Spring/Summer 2013 ready-to-wear col-
lection show in Paris. — AFP 


