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Kuwait’s Amir sends condolences to 
Iraqi President over hospital tragedy

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yesterday sent a cable to 
Iraqi President Barham Saleh, voicing heartfelt and 
sincere condolences over the victims of the fire that 
erupted in Ibn Al-Khateeb Hospital in the Capital 
Baghdad and left a number of people dead or 
injured. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His 

Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah voiced similar senti-
ments in two separate cables also addressed to the 
Iraqi president. 

In other news, His Highness the Amir received His 
Highness the Crown Prince at Bayan Palace yester-
day. His Highness the Amir also received National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, His 

Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah. 
Furthermore, His Highness the Amir received 
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Justice and 
Minister of State for Integrity Enhancement 
Abdullah Al-Roumi. 

In the meantime, His Highness the Crown 

Prince received Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled, Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali and 
Roumi at Bayan Palace. Moreover, His Highness 
the Crown Prince received Foreign Minister and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, and 
Interior Minister Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah.  —  KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Majdi 
Al-Dhefeeri met with head of European Union 
Delegation to Kuwait Cristian Tudor yesterday and 
discussed regional and international developments, 
as well as bilateral ties. Dhefeeri also had similar 
discussions during a meeting with Italian 
Ambassador to Kuwait Carlo Baldocci yesterday. 
Assistant Foreign Minister for the Deputy Foreign 
Minister’s office Ayham Al-Omar attended the 
meetings. —  KUNA

Kuwait Deputy FM, 
EU envoy discuss 
regional, int’l issues

KUWAIT: Deputy Foreign Minister Majdi Al-Dhefeeri meets head of European 
Union Delegation to Kuwait Cristian Tudor. — KUNA photos

Deputy Foreign Minister Majdi Al-Dhefeeri meets Italian Ambassador to Kuwait 
Carlo Baldocci.
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Iraq’s hospitals have been worn down by decades 

of conflict and poor investment, with shortages of 
medicines and hospital beds. But many also said neg-
ligence and endemic corruption were to blame for the 
deadly inferno. 

“The tragedy at Ibn Al-Khatib is the result of 
years of erosion of state institutions by corruption 
and mismanagement,” President Barham Saleh 
tweeted. The fire triggered outrage on social media, 
with a hashtag demanding the health minister be 
sacked trending on Twitter, a demand echoed by the 
human rights commission.   

Baghdad governor Mohammed Jaber also called 
on the health ministry “to establish a commission of 
enquiry so that those who did not do their jobs may 
be brought to justice”. The Iraqi Human Rights 
Commission denounced a “crime against patients 
exhausted by COVID-19 who put their lives in the 
hands of the health ministry and its institutions. 

“Instead of being treated, (they) perished in 
flames,” it added. Witnesses and doctors told AFP 
many bodies had yet to be identified, the remains too 
charred by the intense flames. 

One of the victims, Ali Ibrahim, 52, had been treat-
ed for coronavirus at the Ibn Al-Khatib hospital and 

was buried by his family yeterday at Zaafaraniya, a 
neighborhood near the hospital. “He had spent 12 
days in hospital and was due to be discharged on 
Saturday evening after recovering. He was just wait-
ing for the result of the last COVID-19 test,” one of 
his relatives said. 

Kadhemi also suspended the head of the health 
department in eastern Baghdad, the hospital director 
as well as those in charge of security and maintenance 
at the medical facility. All of them are being ques-
tioned, he said, adding that no one would be released 
“until those who have done wrong are brought to jus-
tice”. He also pledged to submit the results of the 
investigation to the government within five days. 

The UN’s top representative in Iraq, Jeanine 
Hennis-Plasschaert, expressed “shock” at the 
tragedy and called “for stronger protection meas-
ures to ensure that such a disaster cannot reoccur”. 
Pope Francis, who paid an historic visit to Iraq in 
early March, called for “prayers” for all the victims 
of the fire.  

On Wednesday, the number of detected COVID-19 
cases in Iraq surpassed one million, the highest of any 
Arab state. The health ministry has recorded more 
than 15,000 deaths since  the pandemic broke out last 
year, and has carried out around 40,000 tests daily 
from a population of 40 million. 

Iraq rolled out its vaccination campaign last month 
and has received nearly 650,000 doses of different 
vaccines-the majority by donation or through the 
Covax scheme for low and middle income nations. 
Around 300,000 people had received at least one 
dose as of yesterday, the ministry said. — Agencies

82 killed as fire 
engulfs COVID...
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Furthermore, there are numerous other health ben-

efits for fasting. Allah (SWT) is the Creator of all and 
knows best about what is good for us, and some of 
the health benefits of fasting that we know of, prove 
that fasting is beneficial for human beings. Fasting has 
a positive effect on the whole body. It also boosts 
natural energy and develops the immune system. 
Moreover, there are certain foods that are recom-
mended to be consumed during Ramadan that are not 
only nutritious and beneficial for the body, but also, 
facilitate this natural diet called fasting. An example of 
these recommendations are eating dates. Dates have 
been mentioned several times in the Noble Quran and 
also, Allah’s Messenger (PBUH) said, “Indeed in dates 
there is a cure.” (Muslim). 

One of the main purposes of fasting is the feeling 
of sympathy for the poor. We all know that poor peo-
ple struggle a lot with hunger in their lives. Therefore, 
when a person abstains from food and water while 
fasting, he/she will know how the poor people suffer 
and will most probably feel the need to help the poor 
and give charity. So, we can say that fasting in 
Ramadan makes a person grateful and it also encour-
ages generosity. 

Another one of the many virtues of Ramadan is 
that it teaches us self-control. A person that is fasting 
will naturally learn various valuable moral principles. 
Self-discipline, sacrifice, perseverance and anger-
management are some of the various ethical ways of 
self-control that a fasting person achieves. 

Apart from all the aforesaid benefits of Ramadan, 
the most important virtues of Ramadan are the spiri-
tual benefits. Ramadan is one of the most important 
months in Islam and it has been mentioned in the 
Noble Quran because of its merits for this life, as well 
as for the afterlife. The great virtue of Ramadan is the 
revelation of Quran in it. Allah (SWT) says in the 
noble Quran: “Ramadan is the (month) in which was 
sent down the Quran, as a guide to mankind, also 
clear (Signs) for guidance and judgment (Between 
right and wrong). So every one of you who is present 
(at his home) during that month should spend it in 
fasting, but if anyone is ill, or on a journey, the pre-
scribed period (should be made up) by days later. 
Allah intends every facility for you; He does not want 
to put you to difficulties. (He wants you) to complete 
the prescribed period, and to glorify Him in that He 
has guided you; and perchance you will be grateful.” 
(Al-Baqara 2:185) 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) talked about the 
importance of observing Ramadan and said, “When 
Ramadan enters, the gates of Paradise are opened, the 
gates of Hellfire are closed and the devils are 
chained.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

He (PBUH) also said, “The scriptures of Abraham 
(PBUH) were revealed on the first night of Ramadan. 
The Torah was revealed after six nights of Ramadan 
had passed. The Gospel was revealed after thirteen 
nights of Ramadan had passed. The Quran was 
revealed after twenty four nights of Ramadan had 
passed.” (Musnad Ahmad 16536) 

Courtesy of TIES: TIES is among the projects funded and managed by 
Kuwaiti Society for Cultural Dialogue. TIES aims at empowering Kuwait’s 
expats through social and educational services that promote a positive and 
productive role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra- and inter-
faith interactions that promote social solidarity. For more information, please 
call 25231015/6 or 94079426 or e-mail:  info@tiescenter.net.
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lubricate periscopes. They also found a prayer mat 

commonly used in Indonesia, the world’s most popu-
lous Muslim-majority nation. 

Warships, planes and hundreds of military per-
sonnel had led a frantic search for the submarine 
since it disappeared this week during training exer-
cises, hoping for a miracle rescue before its known 
oxygen reserves ran out. But yesterday, Indonesian 
military head Hadi Tjahjanto confirmed there was no 
chance of finding any of the crew alive. “With deep 
sadness, I can say that all 53 personnel onboard have 
passed,” he told reporters.  

Earlier yesterday, the relatives of First Lieutenant 
Muhammad Imam Adi, a 29-year-old father of a 
young son, clung to hope. “My wish now is that my 
son and all the crew can be found,” Adi’s father Edy 
Sujianto said from his home on Java island. “My son 
had wanted to become a soldier since he was a child. 
That was his dream.” 

President Joko Widodo described the missing 
sailors as Indonesia’s “best patriots”. “All Indonesians 
convey their deep sadness over this incident, espe-
cially to the families of the submarine crew,” he said. 
Authorities have not given an official explanation for 
the accident, but said that the submarine may have 
suffered a blackout and left its crew unable to resur-
face. They discounted an explosion, however, saying 
Saturday that the evidence suggested the submarine 
came apart as it was crushed by water pressure at 
depths of more than 800 meters (2,600 feet) — 
pressure much higher than the German-built 
Nanggala was built to withstand. “Submarine hulls 

are pressurized... but when they’re breached then 
water would come flooding inside,” said Wisnu 
Wardhana, a maritime expert at Indonesia’s Sepuluh 
Nopember Institute of Technology. “Can you imagine 
if water with that kind of pressure hits people?” 

Retired French vice-admiral Jean-Louis Vichot 
earlier told AFP that a submarine’s steel shell could 
break “like a folding accordion” when it hits depths 
way beyond its limits. 

Authorities have warned that any salvage opera-
tion would be risky and difficult in the deep waters. 
Neighboring Malaysia, as well as the United States, 
India and Australia, were among the nations helping 
in the search. Search vessels, reconnaissance aircraft 
and submarine rescue ships had been deployed to 
scour a zone of about 10 square nautical miles (34 
square kilometers). The submarine — one of five in 
Indonesia’s fleet — disappeared early Wednesday 
while it was scheduled to do live torpedo training 
exercises off Bali. 

The crew asked for permission to dive. It lost con-
tact shortly after. Later, search teams spotted an oil 
spill where the vessel was thought to have sub-
merged, pointing to possible fuel-tank damage, and a 
catastrophic accident. 

Authorities have said that the submarine — deliv-
ered to Indonesia in 1981 — was seaworthy. The 
model has been used by more than a dozen navies 
around the world. But investigators would look at the 
Indonesian submarine’s age as a potential factor, 
analysts have said. 

The disaster was among a string of fatal subma-
rine accidents over the past few decades. Among the 
worst was the 2000 sinking of the Kursk, the pride of 
Russia’s Northern Fleet. That submarine was on 
manoeuvres in the Barents Sea when it sank with the 
loss of all 118 aboard. An inquiry found a torpedo had 
exploded, detonating all the others. Most of its crew 
died instantly but some survived for several days 
before suffocating. —AFP

Indonesia finds 
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State news agency SANA, quoting the oil min-

istry, said the fire erupted after “what was believed 
to be an attack by a drone from the direction of 
Lebanese waters”. The flames were later extin-
guished. In a report published last month that cited 
US and Middle East officials, the Wall Street Journal 
said Israel had targeted at least a dozen vessels 
bound for Syria and mostly carrying Iranian oil since 
late 2019. 

Hundreds of Israeli air strikes have also struck 
Syria since the war began in 2011, mostly targeting 
Damascus regime allies from Iran and the Lebanese 
Hezbollah movement and Syrian government troops. 
The Banias oil refinery is located in the regime-con-
trolled coastal province of Tartus. 

“It’s the first such attack on an oil tanker, but the 
Banias terminal has been targeted in the past,” 
Abdel Rahman said. Early last year, Damascus said 
divers had planted explosives on offshore pipelines 
of the Banias refinery, but the damage had not halt-
ed operations. And in February 2020, four oil and 
gas sites in the central province of Homs were 
attacked by armed drones, sparking fires and caus-
ing material damage. 

Saturday’s attack comes after a Syrian officer was 
killed and three soldiers wounded Thursday in 
strikes launched by Israel, after a missile was fired 
towards a secretive nuclear site in the Jewish state. 
The Israeli army said at the time that a surface-to-
air missile had been fired from Syria toward the 
southern Negev desert, where the Dimona nuclear 
reactor is located. 

The exchange of fire came less than two weeks 
after Iran accused Israel of “terrorism” following an 
explosion at the Islamic republic’s Natanz nuclear 
facility. Israel is considered the leading military pow-
er in the Middle East, and is widely believed to pos-
sess its sole nuclear arsenal. 

It has never disclosed its atomic arsenal, but 
foreign experts say the Jewish state has between 
100 to 300 nuclear warheads. There were no 
immediate reports of any casualties or damage on 
the Israeli side. 

Israel has long sought to prevent bitter foe Iran 
from establishing itself in war-torn Syria. Before 
Syria’s war, the country enjoyed relative energy 
autonomy, but production has plummeted during the 
war, pushing the government to rely on importing 
hydrocarbons. Western sanctions on oil shipping, as 
well as US punitive measures against Iran, have 
complicated these imports. Pre-war production was 
400,000 barrels per day (bpd) in Syria. But it stood 
at just 89,000 bpd in 2020, Syria’s oil minister said 
in February, of which up to 80,000 came from 
Kurdish areas outside government control. — AFP

Three killed as Iran 
fuel tanker...


