
On George Floyd 
Square, hopes for 
better days ahead
MINNEAPOLIC, US: With its covering of flow-
ers, candles and stuffed toys, George Floyd Square
has long been a place of mourning and remem-
brance.  But on Wednesday people gathered on the
Minneapolis street where the Black man was mur-
dered by a white police officer, daring to hope for
change less than 24 hours after a guilty verdict was
announced.

Despite the freezing spring temperatures of the
Midwest city, local resident Richard Moody, 64, said
he came “to pay my respects and hope that it’s
going to be a better day.” The square, which likely
would have been the epicenter of new protests had
former police officer Derek Chauvin been acquitted,
has instead become a sanctuary where people bring
mementos and posters, and even come to dance. 

A white woman, kneeling in meditation, burned
some herbs.  Another, her child in front of her, took
a selfie in front of a metal sculpture of a closed fist
which now dominates the intersection. All the shops
have stayed open, despite the tensions that swirled
around the three-week trial, including “Cup Foods”
where Floyd was suspected of passing a counterfeit
$20 bill, triggering the deadly interaction with
Chauvin. 

Across the street, a campfire had been lit on the
forecourt of an abandoned gas station, while speak-
ers pumped out music. A Black woman holding a
small child said over the phone, “I had to bring my
Black son here.” There was not a single police car
to be seen, after the National Guard patrolled a city
for weeks during the trial and downtown storefronts
were boarded up.   Among those present was Alvin
Manago, a 56-year-old warehouse worker, who
was a friend and roommate of George Floyd at the
time of his death. —AFP
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WASHINGTON: The US Justice Department an-
nounced Wednesday an investigation into the po-
lice department of Minneapolis, Minnesota,
signaling the Biden administration’s intention to use
federal powers to clean up systemic police abuse.
One day after former Minneapolis officer Derek
Chauvin was convicted of murdering African-
American George Floyd, US Attorney General
Merrick Garland said the department aimed to “de-
termine whether the Minneapolis Police Depart-
ment engages in a pattern or practice of

unconstitutional or unlawful policing.”
He said the probe will examine whether the po-

lice systematically engaged in the use of excessive
force, including during legal protests. It will also
examine whether the city force showed a pattern
of discrimination and unlawful treatment of people
with behavioral health disabilities.

The announcement signaled an about-face by
President Joe Biden from the previous administra-

tion of Donald Trump, which refused to pressure
police departments despite mounting evidence of
racist and abusive practices in a number of cities.

Garland said the return to such investigations,
which aim at forcing police departments to accept
reforms under legally binding agreements, was im-
portant to restore confidence in police. “Building
trust between community and law enforcement will
take time and effort by all of us. But we undertake
this task with determination and urgency, knowing
that change cannot wait,” he said.  

Floyd’s death drives probe 
The announcement followed the conviction

Tuesday of Chauvin, who was charged with murder
after Floyd died on May 25 last year. Chauvin and
three other officers had reported that Floyd, de-
tained on suspicion of passing a counterfeit $20
bill, died of a “medical incident ostensibly related
to alleged drug use.” But bystander video showed
Chauvin pressed his knee onto the handcuffed

man’s neck for more than nine minutes until Floyd
expired, while the other officers looked on.

The video sparked an explosion of anger across
the country and allegations of persistent police
mistreatment of Black people in Minneapolis as
well as in other cities. The investigation is a return
to the approach of the 2009-2017 Barack Obama
administration-when Biden was vice president-
which saw the Justice Department actively inter-
vening where local police departments were seen
as abusive.

Fifteen local departments were forced into con-
sent decrees, including those of New Orleans, Bal-
timore, and Ferguson, Missouri, where the killing of
a Black man in 2014 sparked nights of rioting.

The investigations are called “pattern and prac-
tice” investigations, to see if police used tactics that
regularly violated people’s constitutional rights. If
a pattern of abuse is found, the department can
pursue a settlement or consent decree with the lo-
cality to force reforms, or force action by lawsuit.

Experts say the settlements, which involve a
Justice Department-appointed monitor ensuring
implementation, have usually resulted in improved
policing.

Trump opposed policing the police 
In 2017 Trump came to office rejecting allega-

tions of police abuse and racism, and even encour-
aged police to act toughly when confronted with
challenges, including the protests over Floyd’s
killing last year. Within weeks of taking office, his
attorney general Jeff Sessions declared that it was
“not the responsibility of the federal government
to manage nonfederal law enforcement agencies.” 

But Garland made clear that he believed con-
sent decrees bring results, and were supported by
local officials. “Most of our nation’s law enforce-
ment officers do their difficult jobs honorably and
lawfully. I strongly believe that good officers do not
want to work in systems that allow bad practices,”
Garland said. “Good officers welcome accountabil-
ity because accountability is an essential part of
building trust with the community and public safety
requires public trust.” — AFP
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Biden to use federal powers to clean up systemic police abuse

MINNEAPOLIS: People gather at George Floyd Square in Minneapolis, Minnesota Wednesday a day after
Derek Chauvin was convicted of Floyd’s murder.  — AFP

EU looks to sue 
AstraZeneca 
over shortfall
BRUSSELS: The European Commission is looking
to launch legal action against AstraZeneca for under-
delivering COVID-19 vaccine doses to the EU, hob-
bling the bloc’s early rollout of jabs, EU diplomats
said yesterday. The EU executive informed member
state envoys of its plans on Wednesday, the diplo-
mats told AFP, confirming information first published
by the Politico website.

They said any lawsuit against AstraZeneca would
begin in a Belgian court — the jurisdiction agreed
under the commission’s contract with the British-
Swedish pharmaceutical company. One EU diplomat

said the commission wanted EU member states —
which also had a role in negotiating the vaccine con-
tracts for the bloc — to back the lawsuit and to say
so by the end of this week. “The problem is that the
member states do not know the complaint” being
formulated, the diplomat said. “It is a sensitive pro-
cedure and you do not want to further damage trust
in the vaccine.”

Another diplomat said that “not all member states
are in agreement” on taking the company to court,
stressing that their aim was simply to have As-
traZeneca deliver the doses it had promised in its
contract. So far, AstraZeneca has delivered just 30
million of the 120 million doses it had promised, and
it has warned it will likewise provide just 70 million
of the 180 million more meant to be delivered over
the rest of this year. Public confidence in the As-
traZeneca jab has taken a blow after the European
Medicines Regulator said it was likely linked to a
very rare, but often fatal, form of blood clots affecting

the brain.  The EMA and the commission have not
changed their stance on a general use of As-
traZeneca, saying its benefits outweighed the risks,
but several EU countries have restricted it to older
citizens, aged over 50, 55 or 60.

AstraZeneca’s French-Australian boss, Pascal So-
riot, has argued that his company’s contract with the
EU binds it only to a “best reasonable efforts” clause.
But the commission says the rest of the contract
shows greater legal responsibility than that, and EU
diplomats and lawmakers have pointed out that the
company has largely delivered promised doses to
Britain, where it is headquartered.

The European Commission did not confirm the
reports of planned legal action.

“What matters is that we ensure the delivery of a
sufficient number of doses in line with the company’s
earlier commitments,” a spokesman said. “Together
with the member states, we are looking at all options
to make this happen,” he said. — AFP

MINNEAPOLIS: People embrace during the public viewing
of Daunte Wright’s open casket at Shiloh Temple Interna-
tional Ministries in Minneapolis Wednesday. — AFP


