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PARIS: The United States has shared with Iran details of the sanc-
tions it is prepared to lift under a return to a nuclear accord, a
senior official said Wednesday. The United States and Iran are
taking their second break from indirect talks in Vienna on how to
restore a 2015 nuclear accord backed by President Joe Biden,
after his predecessor Donald Trump walked away.

“This time, we have gone into more detail,” a senior US official
said of the latest EU-led talks. “We have provided Iran with a
number of examples of the kind of sanctions that we believe we
would need to lift in order to come back into compliance and the
sanctions that we believe we would not need to lift,” he said.

The official said the United States has also described a third
category of “difficult cases” in which Trump reimposed sanctions
that are not related to nuclear activity but were done “purely for
the purpose of preventing” Biden from re-entering the deal. Iran
has pressed for the United States to lift all sanctions imposed
under Trump before it rolls back the steps Tehran took away from
the 2015 deal in protest.

The US official said that the United States and Iran have not
yet gone into detail on the question of who goes first. But the of-
ficial said: “We’re open to different kinds of sequencing which
meets our interest — which is to see both sides in full compli-
ance.” He declined to confirm a Wall Street Journal report that the
Biden administration has voiced a willingness to ease sanctions
on the Iranian finance and oil sectors.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani earlier voiced optimism, say-

ing that negotiations have made “60-70 percent progress.”

‘Progress’ but warnings 
With Iran declining to meet the United States, European diplo-

mats have been shuttling between the two sides. Diplomats from
Britain, China, France, Germany, Iran and Russia have been meet-
ing in a luxury Vienna hotel, while US envoys are participating in-
directly in the talks from a nearby hotel.

“We have made some progress but there is still a way to go,”
said a European diplomat. “We encourage all sides to seize the
diplomatic opportunity in front of us. We condemn escalatory
measures by any actor which could jeopardize progress.” The Eu-
ropean powers had last week expressed “grave concern” over
Iran’s move to boost uranium enrichment to 60 percent in re-
sponse to what Tehran says was an attack by Israel against the
key nuclear facility of Natanz. 

The step will bring Iran closer to the 90 percent purity
threshold for military use and shorten its potential “breakout
time” to build an atomic bomb — a goal the Islamic republic
denies. Israel has neither confirmed nor denied involvement at
Natanz but public radio reports in the country, citing unnamed
intelligence sources, said it was a sabotage operation by the
Mossad spy agency. The United States has had no diplomatic
relations with Iran since its embassy was seized by radicals in
the wake of the 1979 Islamic Revolution that ousted the pro-
West shah. —AFP

US gives Iran ‘examples’ of 
sanctions it’s ready to lift

Washington, Tehran mull ways to restore 2015 nuclear accord

VIENNA: A policeman walks past a flag of the National Council of Resistance of
Iran, an Iranian opposition group, during a protest outside of the ‘Grand Hotel
Wien’ during the closed-door nuclear talks with Iran in Vienna where diplomats
of the EU, China, Russia and Iran hold their talks. —AFP

Pope tells Hariri 
of hopes of 
visiting Lebanon
VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis reaffirmed his desire to visit Lebanon
in a meeting yesterday with prime minister-designate Saad Hariri,
but the latter said it would only happen once a new government was
formed. During a private audience lasting around 30 minutes, the 84-
year-old pontiff said he would like to visit Lebanon “as soon as the
conditions are favorable”, according to a Vatican statement.

He expressed his “closeness to the Lebanese people, who are ex-
periencing a moment of great difficulty and uncertainty” and called
upon “all political forces to urgently commit themselves to the benefit
of the nation”. Hariri, a three-time premier selected in October to
form a new government, told Lebanese media afterwards that the
pope would visit “only after the formation of a government”.

“That’s a message for the Lebanese, that we must form a govern-
ment, so that all the forces and all the people come together, so that
we can take Lebanon forward with our friends,” he said after the
meeting, in comments broadcast on Lebanese television.

Pope Francis recently made a historic trip to Iraq, during
which he repeated his desire to visit Lebanon. The country was
plunged into crisis following last year’s devastating port blast
in Beirut, which killed more than 200 people and forced the
cabinet of outgoing premier Hassan Diab to resign. It com-
pounded Lebanon’s worst economic crisis since the 1975-1990
civil war, but political leaders have yet to agree on a new gov-
ernment. —AFP

Syria govt receives 
first Covax jabs
DAMASCUS: The Syrian government received more than
200,000 doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine via the Covax pro-
gram yesterday state media said, in the first such shipment to
government-held territory.

The delivery comes as Syria’s war-ravaged medical sector
grapples with a Covid-19 outbreak that has accelerated rap-
idly in recent months.  The health ministry “received the first
batch of vaccines provided by the Covax platform, which con-
sist of 203,000 doses,” the official SANA news agency said.

On Wednesday, the war-torn northwest of the country had
received 53,800 AstraZeneca doses from Covax, the first such
delivery to the country’s last major opposition bastion.

Covax is jointly led by the public-private alliance Gavi, the
World Health Organization and the Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations. It has already sent vaccine doses
to more than 100 countries and territories worldwide. In a
joint statement, Gavi, WHO and the UN’s agency for children
UNICEF said yesterday’s vaccine delivery marked “a great
day of hope.”

“The imminent roll-out of the vaccines will bring protection
to health workers, who continue their lifesaving work amid the
pandemic,” the statement said.

In recent weeks, the Syrian government has repeatedly
sounded the alarm over soaring coronavirus rates. In mid-
March, intensive care units dedicated to COVID-19 patients
in Damascus hospitals reached full capacity, according to the
health ministry. yesterday’s delivery “gives hope for the people
in Syria, whose lives have been shattered by a decade of con-

flict and the devastating impact of the pandemic,” said WHO’s
Syria representative, Akjemal Magtymova.

According to the WHO, 912,000 doses of the AstraZeneca
vaccine have been earmarked for Syria in a first phase of vac-
cination in regime-controlled and in semi-autonomous Kur-
dish areas. 

The aim is to vaccinate 20 percent of the population by
year’s end. “Every health worker who will get vaccinated will
be better protected to attend to children’s and families’ health
needs,” said Bo Viktor Nylund, UNICEF’s Syria representative.
Officially, government-controlled territories have recorded
more than 21,500 COVID-19 cases, including 1,483 deaths. 

But the real number of cases could be much higher, accord-
ing to the UN, mostly due to limited testing. —AFP

A truck carrying the first batch of AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccines arrives at
Bab al-Hawa border crossing between Syria and Turkey in Syria’s rebel-held
northwestern Idlib Wednesday.—AFP


