
LOS ANGELES: Kyrie Irving scored 32 points as
the Brooklyn Nets shrugged off the injury absence
of Kevin Durant to down the New Orleans Pelicans
134-129 on Tuesday. An impressive all-round offen-
sive display helped Brooklyn to a win which saw
them close to within half a game of the Philadelphia
76ers at the top of the Eastern Conference.

With Durant suffering from a thigh contusion and
James Harden still missing with a hamstring strain, it
was left to the Nets’ supporting cast to back up
Irving. Joe Harris finished with 24 points and Landry
Shamet added 18 while Blake Griffin delivered 16
points from the bench. Bruce Brown added a dou-
ble-double with 11 points and 11 rebounds. “We
needed everything tonight from everyone,” said
Irving. “I feel like we found something good in the
second half.” 

Irving had taken responsibility on Sunday after
the Nets’ scoring dried up down the stretch in an
agonizing 109-107 defeat to Miami. But the 29-
year-old led from the front in the fourth quarter on
Tuesday, piling up 15 points in the final period to
get Brooklyn over the line. “We just made shots,”
said Irving. “In the last three minutes against Miami
we should (have) had two or three plays. Tonight we
were just playing off each other really well and it
worked in our favor.”

‘Tip your hat’
Nets coach Steve Nash had a simple explanation

for Irving’s improved fourth quarter performance.
“The ball went in tonight and it didn’t go in last
time,” Nash said. “At the end of the day he made
some really difficult shots. You tip your hat to the
star player that makes the shots.”

Nash meanwhile saluted the scoring effort from
the depleted Nets roster in the absence of Durant
and Harden. “When you’re down a couple of super-
stars, some guys have to take more responsibility
and more minutes. And if they don’t play well you
can find yourself in a big hole. Tonight they played
really well.”

Zion Williamson led the Pelicans scoring with 33
points while Brandon Ingram added 27. Lonzo Ball
and Naji Marshall added 15 points apiece for New
Orleans, who remain just outside playoff contention
in the West on 25-33.

The Nets had announced Tuesday that Harden has
suffered an injury setback during his recovery and
faces an indefinite layoff. A statement from the Nets
said Harden’s injury had flared up during an on-court
rehab session on Monday. “Following an evaluation
today which included an MRI, Harden will remain out
indefinitely,” the team said. “Updates regarding his
status will be provided as appropriate.”

Harden has not played since April 5, when his
return from a hamstring injury was cut short after
only four minutes in a win over the New York
Knicks. The 31-year-old point guard is a key figure
in the Nets’ hopes of mounting a strong challenge
through the playoffs.

Clippers, Knicks win
Elsewhere Tuesday, Paul George scored 33

points as the Los Angeles Clippers staged a late ral-
ly to pip the injury-hit Portland Trail Blazers 113-112.
George scored the Clippers’ final six points, includ-
ing two nerveless free throws with 4.8 seconds
remaining, to give Los Angeles their 41st win of the
season. “Tonight it just came down to defense,”

George said. “We weren’t shooting the ball well, but
both teams were scoring at a high clip. “It just came
down to who was going to play defence and make
the most stops, and it just happened to be us down
the stretch.”

CJ McCollum had a chance to snatch victory for
Portland on the buzzer, but his 14-foot pullup shot
just bounced out of the rim as the Clippers held on.
McCollum finished with 28 points for the Blazers,

who were without the injured Damian Lillard and
Jusuf Nurkic.

Elsewhere, the New York Knicks bagged a sev-
enth straight victory as R.J. Barrett scored 24 points
in a comfortable 109-97 defeat of the Charlotte
Hornets. Derrick Rose and Immanuel Quickley each
finished with 17 points while Julius Randle added 16
with 10 rebounds and seven assists to maintain the
Knicks’ push for the playoffs. — AFP
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NEW ORLEANS: Kyrie Irving #11 of the Brooklyn Nets high-fives teammates during the game against the New
Orleans Pelicans on Tuesday at the Smoothie King Center in New Orleans, Louisiana. — AFP

‘Justice served’
NBA, players 
praise Chauvin
guilty verdict
LOS ANGELES: NBA chief Adam Silver applaud-
ed the outcome of the Derek Chauvin murder trial
on Tuesday, saying justice had been served against
the former police officer found guilty of killing
unarmed Black man George Floyd.

In a joint statement with the National Basketball
Players Association executive director Michele
Roberts, the NBA chief said the league would con-
tinue to campaign for criminal justice and police
reforms. “George Floyd’s murder was a flash point
for how we look at race and justice in our country,
and we are pleased that justice appears to have
been served,” Silver and Roberts said.

“But we also recognize that there is much work
to be done with the National Basketball Association
and the National Basketball Players Association,
together with our newly formed Social Justice
Coalition, will redouble our efforts to advocate for
meaningful change in the areas of criminal justice
and policing,” they added.

NBA players joined nationwide protests against
Floyd’s killing in Minneapolis in May last year, and
the league later encouraged players to share social
justice messages when the pandemic-interrupted
season resumed. The words “Black Lives Matter”

were painted prominently on courts at games
staged in the NBA’s bubble in Orlando.

Meanwhile, the Minnesota Timberwolves and
Minnesota Lynx WNBA teams both praised
Tuesday’s verdict in a joint statement. “One year ago,
George Floyd was murdered, causing unimaginable

pain and trauma for his family, the Minneapolis com-
munity, and communities across the nation,” the
teams said. “We are hopeful that today’s decision will
serve as a step forward, but it does not ease the
physical and emotional pain that continues in an
environment where systemic racism exists.” — AFP

ATLANTA: The Atlanta Hawks and Orlando Magic observe the guilty verdicts in the Derek Chauvin case prior to the
game at State Farm Arena on Tuesday in Atlanta, Georgia. — AFP

Siegemund sets
up Barty clash
in Stuttgart
STUTTGART: Former Stuttgart champion
Laura Siegemund will face world number one
Ashleigh Barty of Australia in the second round
of the clay-court WTA tournament after seeing
off qualifier Mona Barthel on Tuesday.
Siegemund, 33, who won the Stuttgart tourna-
ment in 2017 and reached the 2016 final, needed
just over two hours to seal a 6-4, 3-6, 6-1 first-
round win over Barthel, who fired down four
aces without reply.

Barty will make her debut in Stuttgart in the
second round against the 33-year-old
Siegemund, ranked 58th in the world, having
won the only previous meeting between the pair
in Doha on hard court last year. “I am looking
forward to it, but it won’t be an easy task for
sure,” said Siegemund of facing top-seed Barty.

“It wasn’t an easy first match for me. I hadn’t
played for a few weeks, while she came through
qualifying, so there is room for improvement,”
Siegemund added having made 30 unforced
errors. Stuttgart is the second clay-court tour-
nament this season for Barty, the 2019 French
Open champion, who lost to Spain’s Paula
Badosain in the quarter-finals of the Charleston
tournament at the start of April.

Former double Wimbledon champion Petra
Kvitova of the Czech Republic won her first
round match with a 6-4, 6-3 win over Australian
Open finalist Jennifer Brady of the USA.
Kvitova, the seventh seed in Stuttgart and the
2019 champion, will face Maria Sakkari of
Greece in the second round.

“I was surprised to have to face her so early,”
said Kvitova, with Brady ranked 14th in the
world, just four places below her. “It could just
as easily have been a Grand Slam quarter-final
or something like that. I struggled with my
serves at the start, but it was great to be back
on the court and I feel well here. I’m looking for-
ward to playing Maria.”  

Earlier, Anett Kontaveit of Estonia set up a
second-round tie with third-seed Sofia Kenin
of the USA after a 6-2, 6-3 win over German
qualifier Julia Middendorf. Later fifth-seed
Aryna Sabalenka of Bulgaria powered her way
past China’s Zhang Shuai, needing just over an
hour to seal a 6-2, 6-2 first-round win. The 22-
year-old Sabalenka will next face German
qualifier Anna-Lena Friedsam. — AFP

Irving bounces back as Nets down
Pelicans; Clippers, Knicks win

Harden injury setback, out ‘indefinitely’

STUTTGART: Germany’s Laura Siegemund reacts
after winning against Germany’s Mona Barthel
during their singles match on day 2 of the
Women’s Tennis Grand Prix WTA 500 tourna-
ment in Stuttgart, southwestern Germany, on
Tuesday. — AFP

Virus surge to
delay Olympics
fan decision till June
TOKYO: Tokyo Olympics organizers may put
off an announcement on how many fans can
attend until June, media reported yesterday, as
surging coronavirus infections play havoc with
preparations. Organizers have already barred
overseas fans from the pandemic-delayed
Games, and were expected to announce an
upper limit on domestic spectators sometime
in April.

But Japanese reports said the decision was
now likely in June, possibly just a month before
the Games open on July 23. The move would fur-
ther delay ticket sales, which were put on hold
when the Olympics were postponed last year.
The organizing committee said the timing of the
decision needed to stay “flexible” as the coron-
avirus situation develops.

“We remain in discussions with the IOC and
IPC (International Olympic Committee and
International Paralympic Committee) and intend
to reach a consensus on the direction to take,” a
Tokyo 2020 statement added.

Athletes may also face daily virus testing,
rather than once every four days as originally
planned, separate reports said. Japan’s sharp rise
in cases is causing further disruption for the
postponed Games, with a number of test events
delayed, cancelled or moved abroad. 

In the latest upheaval, an artistic swimming
qualifying competition has been moved from
Japan, organizers said, and spectators wil l
reportedly be barred from an athletics event at
the main Olympic stadium.

The artistic swimming qualifier was originally
set to take place in Tokyo in March before being
rescheduled to May 1-4, but will now be held in
June at “a location to be defined, outside Japan”,

organizers said late Tuesday.
World swimming governing body FINA said

in a statement that “challenges related to the
international calendar and the necessary adapta-
tion of the venue to the Olympic Games opera-
tions” were behind the decision.

FINA has already rescheduled a Diving World
Cup event in Tokyo and moved a marathon
swimming Olympic qual i f ier from Japan to
Portugal, amid reported dissatisfaction over
virus countermeasures. Japanese media said yes-
terday that an athletics test event — which will
double as a World Athletics Continental Tour
Gold meet and feature athletes from overseas —
will be held without spectators.

Organizers were set to allow 20,000 fans into
the May 9 meet, according to Kyodo news
agency, but tougher restrictions imposed by the
Tokyo city government this month have forced a
rethink. Virus restrictions are expected to be
tightened further this week, with Tokyo and sev-
eral other regions seeking a state of emergency
to tackle rising cases. Despite the situation,
Olympic organizers and local officials insist the
Games can be held safely. They wil l  unveil
updated virus rulebooks later this month. — AFP

Van der Breggen
takes seventh
straight women’s
Fleche Wallonne
CHARLEROI: World champion Anna van der
Breggen won the women’s Fleche Wallonne for a
record-extending seventh successive occasion
yesterday. Dutch rider van der Breggen edged
Poland’s Katarzyna Niewiadoma in a two-way
sprint with Italian Elisa Longo Borghini in third
after 130km of racing in Belgium.

Earlier, Tour de France champion Tadej
Pogacar’s Team UAE Emirates withdrew from
the men’s race just hours before the classic
started due to COVID-19 cases. Pogacar was
scheduled to compete alongside last year’s
Fleche Wallonne winner Marc Hirschi.

“We regret to inform that UAE Team
Emirates will not participate in Fleche Wallonne
due to 2 members returning positive tests for
COVID-19 on April 20,” the outfit said in a
statement. “The two members of the team con-
cerned, Diego Ulissi and one staff member (who
is also vaccinated), returned two negative tests
in the days before travelling to Belgium.

“Upon arrival to Belgium both underwent a
subsequent test which returned a positive
result,” they added. UAE Emirates said they aim
to participate in Sunday’s Liege-Bastogne-
Liege, another key early season race.

Belgian Wout van Aert won the first
Ardennes classic of the season, the Amstel Gold
Race last Sunday, but has been omitted from
Jumbo Visma’s lineup for yesterday’s Fleche
Wallonne which starts in Charleroi. Van Aert’s
team-mate Primoz Roglic and world champion
Julian Alaphilippe are among the contenders in
the 194-kilometer race. — AFP

TOKYO: A Tokyo 2020 Olympics Games banner is dis-
played on the wall of the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government building in Tokyo on April 13, 2021. —AFP


