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KUWAIT: Alghanim Industries and INJAZ Kuwait
prepared more than 2,000 students for their future
careers through the Maharat Min Google program,
in collaboration with INJAZ Al-Arab and Google.
Designed with Arab youth at its core, the initiative
provided students with valuable digital literacy
skills that will help set them up for success when
entering the job market. Participants learned how to
enhance their digital presence and market their
businesses online, boosting their employability skills
and building new connections. 

Through the strategic collaboration with
Alghanim Industries, the Maharat Min Google ini-
tiative provided free in-person and online digital
skills training and tools to students, educators, job
seekers and small businesses. The online platform is
comprised of over 100 lessons and explanatory
videos, covering a range of digital marketing skills
including search engine marketing, social media,
video, e-commerce and more.

Commenting on the impact of the initiative,
Alghanim Industries’ Executive Chairman, Kutayba
Y Alghanim said: “Our support for this program
stems from our commitment to equip our youth

with the knowledge and skills that will allow them to
thrive in an increasingly technology-driven econo-
my. We are especially proud to have partnered with
a reputed global entity like Google as well as INJAZ
Kuwait which has for many years been empowering
the country’s youth to build successful and innova-
tive careers.”

Despite challenges posed by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the initiative succeeded in reaching its target
and helped students plan for their future through
interactive virtual sessions. Beyond Kuwait,
Alghanim Industries’ support has also helped

Maharat Min Google reach 9,200 students in
Palestine and 8,000 students in Yemen, in collabo-
ration with INJAZ Al-Arab. 

Meanwhile, Chairman of INJAZ Kuwait, Bader
Al-Kharafi, said: “INJAZ Kuwait is honored to con-
clude this program, which has equipped more than
2,000 young men and women in Kuwait with nec-
essary digital literacy skills, especially in these
unprecedented times which have propelled all
efforts for e-learning across the country. We are
grateful for Alghanim Industries’ ongoing support
to INJAZ Kuwait and we hope to reach a wider
number of students in future initiatives.”

The Maharat Min Google partnership was devel-
oped in response to the increasing demand for digi-
tal skills within the job market and the absence of
sufficient Arabic-language digital training in MENA
educational systems. Furthermore, despite the sig-
nificant contribution women make to the world of
innovation, the region has among the lowest female
labor market participation rates globally. As a result
of these considerations, the initiative was designed
to raise hopes for all Arab youth, especially young
women, to achieve their future aspirations. 

Kuwait curfew:
What you 
need to know
KUWAIT: Kuwait imposed a
curfew from 7:00 pm to 5:00 am
until the end of Ramadan to help
curb the sharp increase in
COVID-19 cases registered in
recent weeks. During the curfew
hours, pharmacies, medical stores,
co-operative societies and super-
markets are allowed to continue
operation only through delivery
services, while restaurants and
cafes are allowed to deliver food
from 7:00 pm to 3:00 am every
day. Also during the curfew, peo-
ple are allowed to go to prayers
at mosques only by walking, and
the government allowed people to
practice walking and jogging
from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm. The
government meanwhile allowed
salons and health clubs to reopen
during the day but kept restau-
rants and cafes closed except for
drive-through and delivery serv-
ices. Meanwhile, taxis are allowed
to carry only two passengers.

The Ministry of Commerce
and Industry launched a booking
service, allowing people to shop
from 7:00 pm to 12:00 am during
the curfew hours. The service is
valid for all co-ops and super-
markets around Kuwait. To book
an appointment, a shopper
should visit www.moci.shop,
enter the required information
(civil ID number and serial num-
ber, contact number and email
address), the reason for appoint-
ment (food supply center) and
the time and date of the appoint-
ment. The shopper would then
receive a barcode to show once

they reach the shopping center.

Where to obtain a curfew
pass?

Citizens and residents that need
a pass during the curfew hours to
leave their homes can apply for a
pass at https://www.paci.gov.kw/.
The pass is available for those in
need of emergency medical treat-
ment, doctor’s visits, blood dona-
tion, COVID-19 swabs and
COVID-19 vaccinations.

Co-op delivery during curfew
hours

During curfew hours, co-ops,
grocery stores and other markets
will be allowed to offer delivery
services. Most co-ops will accept
orders via delivery. Here is an
incomplete list of co-op WhatsApp
numbers. Each co-op will be
responsible for deciding if and
when they provide delivery servic-
es and not all may be providing. 

Omariya Co-op
WhatsApp 6041-0067

Farwaniya Co-op
WhatsApp 6767-8211

Qairawan Co-op
WhatsApp 9000-3749

Jahra Co-op
WhatsApp 5160-2458

Abdulla Al-Mubarak Co-op
WhatsApp 6066-6338

Nuzha Co-op
WhatsApp 9784-5531

Khaitan Co-op
WhatsApp 6777-9745

Ardhiya Co-op
WhatsApp 6902-0779

Rabiya Co-op
WhatsApp 2438-8316

Wafra Farm Co-op
Tel: 9883-5245 / 5170-0085

Salmiya Co-op
Tel: 22253225

Jabriya Co-op
Tel: 1805-353
WhatsApp 6566-6084

Rawdha & Hawally
WhatsApp 9662-2883

Shaab Co-op
WhatsApp 9090-4455

Wafra Co-op
WhatsApp 5055-0539

Keifan Co-op
WhatsApp 5178-1719

Rehab Co-op
WhatsApp 9222-2358

Mishref Co-op
WhatsApp 5055-9900

Faiha Co-op
Tel: 1861-000
WhatsApp 9098-6000

Rumaithiya Co-op
WhatsApp 6066-0045

Bayan Co-op
WhatsApp 9004-2500

Fahaheel Co-op
WhatsApp 5178-9951

Adan & Qusour Co-op
Tel: 5034-3111 / 6593-3975

Salam Co-op
WhatsApp 9788-7832

Kutayba Alghanim Bader Al-Kharafi

Alghanim Industries collaborates with
INJAZ on Digital Literacy Initiative

Part of a wider initiative with Maharat Min Google

Census takers focus
on Kuwait household
income, expenditure
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Many people were surprised by
researchers from the Central Statistics Bureau
(CSB) visiting them at home to take information for
the Household Income and Expenditure Survey
2019-2021. Kuwait Times interviewed Khuloud
Shuweiker, Supervisor of Work and Living Statistics
at CSB, to learn more about this survey. 

Kuwait Times: What is the main goal of this
survey?

Khuloud Shuweiker: To provide a platform of
economic, social and demographic data to be used
by planners, policymakers and those in charge of
economic and social affairs to prepare development
programs and plans. Furthermore, to know which
products and services are consumed by people, and
based on that, demand is measured. 

The survey also aims to measure the proportion-

al distribution of spending on services and prod-
ucts, and using this data to figure the record of liv-
ing expenses. In addition, it also aims to calculate
the average income of families and individuals and
average spending by families and individuals, which
are used in national accounts.  

Kuwait Times: What questions do the
researchers ask?

Shuweiker: They ask about the family’s data and
demographic, economic and social characteristics of
its members. They will also ask about spending by
family members on products and services. In addi-
tion, they will ask about the income components of
the head of the household and all family members
older than 15 years of age.

These data are collected through special forms.
These include form no. 1 (characteristics of the fam-
ily and its members), form no. 2 (individual form for
family members over 15 years about income and
spending), form no. 3 (annual data on family spend-
ing) and form no. 4 (two forms to be filled by the
family on spending on services and goods).

Kuwait Times: What credentials should the
researchers have?

Shuweiker: They should be holding official IDs
from the Central Statistics Bureau. They should be
also wearing special vests with the CSB logo. They
should have a permit, a letter addressing the head of

the household, a letter from the interior ministry and
the forms to be filled.

Kuwait Times: Is the survey still going on dur-
ing the holy month of Ramadan?

Shuweiker: Yes, it’s still continuing.
Kuwait Times: When did it start and when will it

conclude?
Shuweiker: The survey started on October 20,

2019 and should’ve continued for a year, but it
stopped on March 11, 2020 due to the pandemic.
We started again on March 11, 2021 and will contin-
ue till the first week of November 2021. The survey
is done on a sample of families (around 4,032)
divided over 12 months to collect the data. 

Kuwait Times: How have people reacted to
the survey?

Shuweiker: Around 90 percent of the families
that we have visited till now were responsive and
cooperative. Apart from personal visits to the fami-
lies’ homes, we also collect data from families
through the phone, WhatsApp and the electronic
platform.

Kuwait Times: Have you faced any problems?
Shuweiker: Yes, some researchers faced prob-

lems with a few families, but they were all resolved.
The researchers explained the importance of the
survey and clarified any misperceptions, so the fam-
ilies cooperated. 

Kuwait issues stamp
to document fight
against COVID-19
KUWAIT:  Kuwai t ’s  Min is t ry  o f
Communications (MoC) issued a postage
stamp titled “Kuwait Fight Coronavirus
Pandemic,” in collaboration with the min-
istry’s Postal Sector and Kuwait Philatelic
Society, to document this vital global and
histor ical  t ime and the country’s  f ight
against COVID-19. In a press statement
yesterday, the ministry said that the stamp
contains a photo of the late Amir of Kuwait
She ikh  Sabah  A l-Ahmad Al-Jaber  A l-
Sabah, as well as a picture of a Kuwait
Airways plane with citizens returning to
the country during the plan to evacuate
them from abroad. The stamp also includes
a picture of the Kuwait gates, symbolizing
the protection of the nation to its people
from external danger, on the side of the
gate policeman, the National Guard, mili-
tary, medical crew, Kuwait Red Crescent
Society and voluntary groups, to docu-
ment their great role during this pandemic,
it added. The stamp of the pandemic was
designed and drawn this month by a mem-
ber of the Kuwait Philatelic Society Jaber
Abdulali Al-Hindal, which is available to
everyone at 150 fils with 50,000 printed, it
stated. — KUNA

Kuwait opens 
vaccination for 
people over 65 
KUWAIT: Any person over 65 years of age in
Kuwait can receive their COVID-19 vaccine directly
and without having to book for an appointment, the
health ministry announced. This includes both citi-
zens and expatriates. The ministry’s spokesman Dr
Abdullah Al-Sanad made that statement during a

press conference on Tuesday, during which he
announced that nearly 74 percent of Ministry of
Education employees who have registered in the
vaccination platform have already been vaccinated.

Dr Sanad also announced Tuesday that Kuwait
has recorded 1,371 new coronavirus infections and
12 related deaths in the previous 24 hours. The new
figures took the total cases in the country up to
259,868 and deaths to 1,468 respectively, he noted.
He pointed out that some 1,360 more people had
been cured of the virus during the same period,
raising the total of those who have overcome the
disease to 243,056. — KUNA


