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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace yesterday. 

His Highness the Amir also received National Assembly Speaker 
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem. Furthermore, His Highness the Amir 
received His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-

Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown 
Prince received Ghanem and His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled at Bayan. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets 
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah. 

Prime Minister  
commends armed 
forces, police role in 
combating COVID-19 

 
KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah has com-
mended the armed forces for joining state bodies to 
confront the spread of coronavirus. Ministry of 
Defense’s personnel “have been with the govern-
ment team since day one of the pandemic, starting 
with operations by the air force, medical authority 

and navy in disinfection and sterilization operations, 
in addition to establishing quarantine facilities and 
field hospitals, and supporting Ministry of Interior 
and National Guard in enforcing partial and full cur-
few,” His Highness the Prime Minister said. He made 
the remarks during a visit, late Tuesday, to the Army 
Officers’ Club. He was received by Minister Sheikh 
Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah and Chief of Staff 
General Sheikh Khaled Saleh Al-Sabah. 

The armed forces’ contributions “have been the 
result of planning, training and readiness to con-
front any emergency,” His Highness the Prime 
Minister said. He also commended the army for 
helping the Ministry of Education in ongoing 
preparations for final tests of grade 12 students, due 
at end of May. His Highness the Prime Minister also 
conveyed greetings of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 

Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. Meanwhile, Minister 
Sheikh Hamad said the MoD has mobilized its mili-
tary and civilian sectors to help the government 
authorities confront COVID-19. He said the MoD 
was operating in harmony with the government plan 
of action in order to help promote the administra-
tive performance thus honor aspirations of the 
political leadership and Kuwaiti people. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Prime Minister reit-
erated the crucially important role of the Ministry of 
Interior in preserving security and stability nation-
wide, as well as curbing spread of COVID-19. His 
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled, in a visit to the 
Ministry of Interior’s Nawaf Al-Ahmad Building late 
Tuesday, said spread of coronavirus pandemic has 

increased burden upon shoulders of security per-
sonnel to contribute to curb spread of disease. His 
Highness the Prime Minister, who praised the per-
sonnel for their service, said deployment of police 
forces to guarantee implementation of health meas-
ures was important as “we are still facing the sec-
ond wave of this pandemic.” 

“We are facing great responsibilities towards 
protection of our nation from this pandemic,” he said 
and explained the rise in infections resulted in impo-
sition of the partial curfew. His Highness the Prime 
Minister, who was received by Minister Sheikh 
Thamer Ali Al-Sabah and Undersecretary General 
Essam Al-Nahham, conveyed greetings of His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah and His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — KUNA

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah is seen during his visit to the 
Ministry of Interior’s Nawaf Al-Ahmad Building. 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah is seen during his visit 
to the Army Officers’ Club. — KUNA photos 
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Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (peace 

and blessings be upon him) said, “Fasting is a shield; 
so, when one of you is fasting, he should neither 
indulge in obscene language nor raise his voice in 
anger. If someone attacks him or insults him, let him 
say, ‘I am fasting.’” (Muslim)  

Essence of Ramadan: Muslims all around the 
world fast during the month Ramadan not only to 
implement one of the five pillars of Islam, but also to 
attain Taqwa (the fear of God). As the reward for 
every good deed is multiplied by Allah (swt) during 
the month of Ramadan, it is thus to make you more 
aware of you daily acts of wrong and right, as 
revealed in Noble Quran: “O you who believe! 
Fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed to 
those before you so that you can learn Taqwa.” 
(Quran 2:183) 

During the month of Ramadan, Taraweeh an 
extra nightly prayer during which entire Quran is 
recited by the end of Ramadan. Recitation of Noble 
Quran is also one of the main acts of worship as 
revealed in Quran that it was during the month of 
Ramadan its revelation took place:  “The month of 

Ramadan is that in which was revealed the Quran, a 
guidance for the people and clear proofs of guid-
ance and criterion.” (Quran 2:185) 

Lailat Al-Qadr: The Night of Power known as 
Lailat Al-Qadr, is believed to fall on one of the odd 
nights during the last ten days and nights of 
Ramadan. It is considered the most blessed night in 
Ramadan because it is believed to be the night in 
which the Noble Quran was revealed. Abu Hurayrah 
reported that the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) said, “Whoever stands (in the voluntary 
night prayer) in Laylat Al-Qadr out of faith and in 
hope of reward, his previous sins will be forgiven.” 
(Al-Bukhari) 

Eidull-Fitr: At the end of Ramadan, Muslims cele-
brate one of their major holidays called Eid Al-Fitr 
or the “Festival of Breaking of the Fast.” A special 
prayer is held early morning on the Eid day after 
Fajr Prayer. Food, socializing with friends and family, 
eating, and presenting gifts to children and adults - 
among others - are observed throughout this day as 
a form of joy and celebration.  
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The 46-year-old Floyd’s death during his May 25, 

2020 arrest for allegedly passing a counterfeit $20 
bill sparked protests against racial injustice and police 
brutality around the world. Ahead of the verdict, cities 
across the United States had been braced for poten-
tial unrest and National Guard troops have been 
deployed in Minneapolis. 

On Tuesday evening, officers in the US state of 
Ohio released body camera footage of an officer 
shooting and killing a black teenage girl who 
appeared to be threatening another person with a 
knife. Columbus police chief Michael Woods said he 
wanted to release the footage as quickly as possible. 
George Floyd’s brother Rodney said that black peo-
ple in America had been victims of deadly injustice at 
the hands of the authorities for hundreds of years. 

“We needed a victory in this case, it’s very impor-
tant, and we got it and hey, we might actually breathe 
a little bit better now,” he added. President Joe Biden 
called members of the Floyd family to say he was 
“relieved” by the verdicts, then later he and Vice 
President Kamala Harris addressed the nation in tele-
vised remarks. “This can be a giant step forward in 
the march towards justice in America,” Biden said, as 
he called on citizens to “unite” against racism and 
violence. 

Harris, America’s first female and first black vice pres-
ident, told the family it was “a day of justice in America,” 

and that “history will look back at this moment.” 
Floyd family lawyer Ben Crump hailed the convic-

tion as a landmark victory for civil rights and a 
springboard to legislation currently before Congress 
to reform police forces in their dealings with minori-
ties. “This verdict is a turning point in history and 
sends a clear message on the need for accountability 
of law enforcement,” Crump tweeted. 

“Justice for Black America is justice for all of 
America!” Barack Obama, the nation’s first black 
president, said “a jury did the right thing” but “true 
justice requires much more.” Three other former 
police officers involved in Floyd’s arrest are to go on 
trial later this year. Minneapolis has been tense await-
ing the Chauvin verdict and the city has seen nightly 
protests since Daunte Wright, a 20-year-old black 
man, was shot dead in a suburb of the Minnesota city 
on April 11 by a white policewoman. 

In Washington, the National Guard said some 250 
troops were being deployed “to support local law 
enforcement” in response to potential demonstra-
tions. Prosecutors, in closing arguments Monday, 
showed excerpts from the harrowing bystander video 
of Floyd’s death. 

“This case is exactly what you thought when you 
saw it first, when you saw that video,” prosecutor 
Steve Schleicher told the jury. “You can believe your 
eyes,” Schleicher said. “It’s exactly what you knew, it’s 
what you felt in your gut, it’s what you now know in 
your heart.” 

“This wasn’t policing, this was murder,” Schleicher 
added. “Nine minutes and 29 seconds of shocking 
abuse of authority.” Among the 38 witnesses who tes-
tified for the prosecution were some of the 
bystanders who watched Floyd’s arrest and pleaded 
with Chauvin to get off him. — AFP 

Derek Chauvin  
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warships in the hunt, while a third vessel was being 

deployed from the capital Jakarta. It also sent out an 
international distress signal, and “several countries 
have responded and are ready to help including 
Singapore, Australia and India,” the defense ministry 
said. There were 53 crew aboard the vessel, which was 
believed to be in waters about 700 meters (2,300 feet) 
deep.  Indonesia, which has been moving to upgrade 
its military equipment in recent years, has five German 
and South Korean-built submarines in its fleet.  

The 1,300-tonne KRI Nanggala 402 was built in 
1978, according to a government website. While the 
Southeast Asian archipelago has not previously suf-
fered a major submarine disaster, other countries have 
been struck by accidents in the past.  

Among them was the horrific sinking in 2000 of the 
Kursk, the pride of Russia’s Northern Fleet. The sub-
marine was on manoeuvres in the Barents Sea on 
August 12, 2000 when it sank with the loss of all 118 
aboard. An inquiry found a torpedo had exploded, det-
onating all the others. 

Most crew died instantly but some survived for sev-
eral days-with a few keeping heart-breaking diaries 
written in blood to their loved ones-before suffocating. 
It was the Russian navy’s worst-ever disaster. Seventy 
Chinese naval officers and crew were killed, apparently 
suffocated, in an accident on a Ming-class submarine 
conducting exercises in 2003.  Then, in 2008, 20 peo-
ple were killed by poisonous gas when a fire extin-
guishing system was accidentally activated on a 
Russian submarine being tested in the Sea of Japan. 

In 2018, authorities found the wreckage of an 
Argentine submarine that had gone missing a year ear-
lier. Crushed from an implosion, the ARA San Juan was 
located at a depth of more than 900 metres (3,000 
feet) in a desolate area of undersea craters and 
canyons 400 kilometres (250 miles) off the coast of 
Argentina. —  AFP 
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They tore up Chad’s constitution and established a 

“Transition Charter” that lays out a new basic law for 
the country of 16 million people that spans western 
and central Africa. 

The charter issued yesterday proclaimed that 
Mahamat, a career soldier like his father who had been 
head of the powerful presidential guard, will “occupy 
the functions of the president of the republic” and also 
serve as head of the armed forces. The transition peri-
od is meant to last 18 months and lead to democratic 
elections, though it can be extended once. 

Chad’s main opposition parties were unconvinced, 

denouncing an “institutional coup d’etat” in a state-
ment and calling on citizens “not to obey illegitimate 
decisions” by the military council. Beyond that, the 
threat remained from rebels who launched an incur-
sion into the country’s north from Libya on the day of 
the April 11 election despite army claims they had 
been defeated. 

The rebel group, known as FACT, told AFP on 
Tuesday it would pursue its offensive after a pause for 
Deby’s state funeral on Friday. “We categorically reject 
the transition,” FACT spokesman Kingabe Ogouzeimi 
de Tapol said. “Our troops are en route towards 
N’Djamena.” 

Gun-toting soldiers in fatigues and members of the 
red-bereted presidential guard were seen patrolling 
the capital in the aftermath of Deby’s death. But yes-
terday, banks, markets and most shops were open 
while the national flag flew at half-mast on public 
buildings. — AFP 
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