
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: A number of lawmakers yesterday 
demanded an investigation into how interior ministry 
officers failed to provide protection to a Kuwaiti 
woman who was brutally killed despite filing several 
complaints. The woman, FA, was abducted by a 
Kuwaiti man on Tuesday, who allegedly stabbed her 
and then abandoned her outside Adan hospital in 
Mubarak Al-Kabeer area. The woman later suc-
cumbed to her wounds. 

According to MP Hisham Al-Saleh, the woman 
and her sister had filed several complaints at the 
police station saying that the man had threatened 
them. He said that the man was taken into custody 
and later freed. The sister claimed that the man con-
tinued to pursue her and threatened her for several 
months after her parents refused his request to mar-
ry her. The woman told police that he had threat-
ened her repeatedly. The alleged murderer has been 
arrested by security men. 

In a series of questions to Interior Minister Sheikh 
Thamer Al-Sabah, the lawmaker asked the minister 
about the number of complaints the woman and her 
sister had filed to the ministry and the measures that 

were taken by the ministry before the crime was 
committed. He also asked why the interior ministry 
had not provided her with protection despite filing 
several complaints of threats from the murderer. He 
asked about the number of complaints of threats on 
life and abductions the interior ministry received in 
2019 and 2020. Saleh asked what would the ministry 
take to prevent such crimes from happening in the 
future. The lawmaker asked how many death sen-

tences have been issued by the court of cassation so 
far and how many of them have been executed. He 
also inquired about the number of death sentences 
that had not been carried out and the reasons. 

MP Mohammad Al-Mutair called on HH the Prime 
Minister to order an immediate investigation among 
senior interior ministry officers and public attorneys 
into the matter. The lawmaker described the crime as 
a catastrophe. MP Osama Al-Munawer said death 
sentences must be the just punishment for such bru-
tal murders and it must be executed as soon as pos-
sible to curb criminals. 

In September 2020, after years of activism, 
Kuwait established a new law offering protection for 
domestic violence. The new legislation creates the 
framework for the establishment of shelters and a 
hotline to receive domestic violence complaints, 
provides counseling and legal assistance for victims, 
and allows for emergency protection orders 
(restraining orders) to prevent abusers from con-
tacting their victim. Domestic and gender-based 
violence against women in Kuwait is a growing mat-
ter of public debate as there have been several 
instances of women killed by family members, or 
male acquaintances in recent years. 
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‘Victim had filed complaints over harassment, threats previously’

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and Industry 
Abdullah Al-Salman said yesterday that the min-
istry will refer to the public prosecution domestic 
helper recruitment offices which overcharge the 
fees set by the authorities. 

In response to a parliamentary question, the 
minister said the ministry has set recruitment fees 
for domestic maids based on country they hail 
from: KD 390 for the Philippines, India KD 200 for 
females and KD 100 for males, Sri Lanka KD 240 
for females and KD 180 for males, Ethiopia KD 145 
for both and Bangladesh KD 196 for both. 

The minister said these are the official fees and 
expenses only, and do not include commissions for 
offices and brokers and the expenses of recruitment 
offices in Kuwait and their profit margins.

Maids offices 
warned against 
overcharging

Osama Al-Munawer Mohammad Al-Mutair

By Irum Hanif 
 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with 
him) reported that the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) said, “When 

Ramadan enters, the gates of Paradise are 
opened, the gates of Hellfire are closed, and the 
devils are chained.” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic 
lunar calendar that follows Sha’ban. Fasting dur-
ing this month from dawn to sunset is obligatory 
for all adult Muslims who are not acutely or 
chronically ill, travelling, elderly, breastfeeding, 
diabetic, or menstruating. It is revealed in Noble 
Quran:  “The month of Ramadan is that in which 
was revealed the Quran; a guidance for mankind, 
and clear proofs of the guidance, and the criteri-
on (of right and wrong). And whosoever of you 
is present, let him fast the month, and whosoever 
of you is sick or on a journey (such a person will 
then fast) the same number of other days. Allah 
intends for you ease; and does not intend for 
you hardship. Rather, He wills for you to com-
plete the number (of prescribed days), and that 
you extol Allah for (the blessing of faith) to 
which He has guided you, so that you may be 
thankful.” (Quran 2:185)  

Purpose of Fasting:  Fasting is the best time to 
strengthen a person both physically and spiritu-
ally by not eating or drinking from dawn to sun-
set. And if married, it is mandatory to abstain 
from conjugal rights, sinful speech such as gos-
siping, backbiting, lying, or arguing - among 
others. Fasting is the best way of self-reflection, 
self-improvement, worship and to work on one’s 
spiritual aspect such as self-discipline, self-con-
trol, sacrifice, empathy, generosity and to crown 
all that with giving ZAKAH (compulsory charity) 
and other forms of charity. Zakah is the fixed 
percentage of income a believer is required to 
give to the poor; the practice is obligatory as 
one of the pillars of Islam. Ramadan is also the 
best time to reflect on the bounties of Allah (the 
Almighty and Majestic) in our day-to-day life 
and attain high levels of gratitude.  
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MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota: This combination of pictures shows former 
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin listening to the verdict and being taken 
away handcuffed in his trial for the killing of George Floyd on Tuesday. — AFP

MINNEAPOLIS, US: Derek Chauvin, 
a white former Minneapolis police offi-
cer, was convicted Tuesday of murder-
ing African-American George Floyd 
after a racially charged trial seen as a 
pivotal test of police accountability in 
the United States. The jury deliberated 
less than 11 hours before finding 45-
year-old Chauvin guilty of all three 
charges against him: second-degree 
murder, third-degree murder and 
manslaughter. 

A crowd gathered outside the heav-
ily guarded downtown Minneapolis 
courtroom erupted in cheers, and some 
wept tears of relief, when the verdicts 

were announced after a three-week tri-
al that had an entire nation on edge. 
Chauvin, who had been free on bail, 
was put in handcuffs after Hennepin 
County Judge Peter Cahill read out the 
unanimous verdicts reached by the 
racially diverse, seven-woman, five-
man jury. 

Wearing a facemask and displaying 
no visible emotion, Chauvin was 
escorted out of the courtroom by a 
deputy as one of Floyd’s brothers, 
Philonise Floyd, embraced prosecutors. 
Chauvin faces up to 40 years in prison 
on the most serious charge-second-
degree murder. His sentencing will take 
place in eight weeks, Judge Cahill said. 
The 19-year veteran of the Minneapolis 
police force was seen on video kneel-
ing on the neck of Floyd for more than 
nine minutes as he lay facedown and 
handcuffed on the ground saying 
repeatedly “I can’t breathe.” 
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JAKARTA: Indonesia’s military said 
it was searching for a submarine with 
53 crew aboard after losing contact 
with the vessel during naval exercises 
off the coast of Bali yesterday. 

The German-built KRI Nanggala 
402 was scheduled to do live torpedo 
exercises when it asked for permis-
sion to dive early yesterday morning, 

authorities said. “After permission 
was given according to the proce-
dure, the submarine lost contact and 
could not be reached,” the defense 
ministry said.  

A helicopter looking for the miss-
ing vessel spotted an oil spill in waters 
where the submarine was thought to 
have submerged, it added. The navy 
said it has not pinpointed the exact 
location of the submarine but had nar-
rowed down the search based on the 
spill. The oil “could indicate damage 
on the body” of the submarine, navy 
spokesman Julius Widjojono told 
MetroTV.  The military has dis-
patched some 400 personnel and two  
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DENPASAR, Bali: The Indonesian Cakra class submarine KRI Nanggala 402 dock-
ing at the naval base in Surabaya. Indonesia’s military said it was searching for 
the submarine with 53 crew aboard after losing contact with the vessel during 
naval exercises off the coast of Bali yesterday. — AFP

N’DJAMENA, Chad:  Chad faced an uncertain 
future yesterday as the son of slain leader Idriss 
Deby Itno took power in what the opposition called 

a coup and Western allies that rely on the country’s 
military might pleaded for stability. Deby had ruled 
the impoverished desert country for three decades 
before the army announced his death on Tuesday 
from wounds suffered while leading troops in battle 
against rebels. 

The shock demise of the 68-year-old led to 
immediate concerns of a power vacuum in Chad, 
which sits at the heart of the troubled Sahel region 
and is key to the West’s anti-jihadist efforts. Deby’s 
death was announced only a day after provisional 

results declared him the winner of an April 11 elec-
tion giving him a sixth term in office. The outcome 
was never in doubt, with a divided opposition, boy-
cott calls, and a campaign in which demonstrations 
were banned or dispersed. 

Allies of the late leader moved swiftly to assure 
power remained in their hands, installing Deby’s 37-
year-old son Mahamat Idriss Deby as president and 
head of a transitional military council while dissolv-
ing parliament and the government.  
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