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LOS ANGELES: Steph Curry extended his scoring
streak with an electrifying 49-point display as the
Golden State Warriors upset the Philadelphia 76ers 107-
96 on Monday. Curry, who scored 47 points in a defeat
to Boston on Saturday, bagged his 11th straight game
with 30 points or more to give the Warriors a crucial
victory in their fight for a playoff berth.

It was another spellbinding performance from the
Warriors talisman, who is fast becoming the frontrunner
for this season’s NBA Most Valuable Player award with
an average of 31.4 points per game.

Curry’s 49 points included 10 three-pointers — five
of them coming during a 20-point blast of scoring in the
final quarter. It marked the 21st time in the Golden State
star’s career that he has bagged 10 or more three-point-
ers in a single game.

The next highest ranked player on the list is team-
mate Klay Thompson, who has five games with 10
three-pointers. Curry’s latest masterpiece left Golden
State coach Steve Kerr struggling to find adequate
superlatives.

“I don’t know what else to say,” Kerr said of Curry.
“When you guys ask me after every game what I think
of Steph and his performance, well, whatever I said after
the last game — just use that. Because it’s the same thing
after every game — utter amazement at this guy’s skill
level, heart, mind and focus. Just amazing to watch.”

Kerr described Curry’s record of three-point scoring
as “mind-boggling stuff” that put the 33-year-old in a
league of his own in NBA history as far as shooting was
concerned. “Kobe Bryant earlier in his career had a
stretch, and obviously Michael Jordan had some stretch-
es where he scored like crazy,” Kerr said. “But nobody’s
ever shot the ball like this in the history of the game. And
even by Steph’s own lofty standards, this is above and
beyond.”

In the groove
The Sixers had threatened to take a commanding grip

on the game in the opening period, jumping out to a 12-
point lead against a sluggish Warriors side. But once the
visitors got into their stride, the gap narrowed and the
first quarter finished locked at 24-24.

The game was tied at 55-55 at half-time, but the

Warriors edged into a five-point lead at the end of the
third and then Curry’s dazzling late show saw the Dubs
outscore Philadelphia 32-26 in the fourth quarter. Curry
had support from Andrew Wiggins with 16 points, while
Damion Lee had 12 points off the bench.

The win saw the Warriors improve to 29-29 as they
chase a playoff place from the Western Conference. “We

need every win we can get,” said Kerr. “We’ve been
playing really well for the past couple of weeks. We’re in
a good groove and there’s a really good spirit and ener-
gy with the team right now.”

The Eastern Conference-leading Sixers, meanwhile,
slipped to 39-18 as their four-game winning streak came
to an abrupt halt. The Sixers’ scoring was led by Joel
Embiid, who had 28 points with 13 rebounds and eight
assists. Curry’s younger brother Seth finished with 15
points for the Sixers, while Matisse Thybulle added 13.

Elsewhere Monday, Devin Booker’s free throw with
0.3 seconds of overtime remaining helped the Phoenix
Suns squeeze a 128-127 victory over the Milwaukee
Bucks at the Fiserv Forum. The game ended in contro-
versy, with PJ Tucker adjudged to have fouled Booker to
set up the winning free-throw for the Suns just when a
second period of overtime loomed.

Booker led the scoring in a strong all-round offensive
performance by Phoenix with 24 points. Chris Paul
added 22 points with 13 assists, while Mikal Bridges had
21 points. DeAndre Ayton had 20 points with 13
rebounds while Cameron Payne and Cameron Johnson
both cracked double figures with 12 and 13 points
respectively. Giannis Antetokounmpo led the Bucks’
scoring with 33 points, while Khris Middleton finished
with 26 and Jrue Holiday 25.

In Denver, Nikola Jokic erupted for 47 points as the
Nuggets defeated the Memphis Grizzlies 139-137 in
double overtime. Jokic added 15 rebounds and eight
assists while Will Barton had 28 points as the Nuggets
improved to 37-20 to remain fourth in the West.

Utah meanwhile maintained their lead at the top of
the West with a comfortable 111-97 win over the deplet-
ed Los Angeles Lakers at the Staples Center. Jordan
Clarkson led the Utah scorers with 22 off the bench as
the Jazz cruised to an emphatic victory. — AFP

Curry hot streak continues
as Warriors down Sixers

PHILADELPHIA: Stephen Curry #30 of the Golden State Warriors reacts during a game against the Philadelphia 76ers
on Monday at Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. — AFP

LAS VEGAS: Patrick Marleau #12 of the San Jose Sharks reacts as he is honored in the first period of a game against
the Vegas Golden Knights, his 1,768th NHL game, at T-Mobile Arena on Monday in Las Vegas, Nevada. — AFP 

ARLINGTON: In this file photo taken on November 26, 2020
Alex Smith #11 of the Washington Football Team looks to
pass during the second quarter of a game against the
Dallas Cowboys at AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas. — AFP

Quarterback
Alex Smith
retires from NFL
LOS ANGELES: Veteran quarterback Alex Smith
announced his retirement from the NFL on Monday,
bringing the curtain down on a 16-year career that saw
him battle back from a life-threatening leg injury. The
36-year-old former number one draft pick, who was
released from the Washington Football Team last
month, confirmed his decision in a video posted on
Instagram. “Even though I’ve got plenty of snaps left in
me, after 16 years of giving this game everything I’ve
got, I can’t wait to see what else is possible,” Smith said
in the video. Smith played eight times for Washington
last season, completing a remarkable comeback after
suffering a compound fracture to his right leg in 2018
that would eventually require 17 surgeries.

At one stage during his recovery, a flesh-eating
bacterial infection almost cost Smith his life and nearly
required the amputation of his leg. “Two years ago, I
was stuck in a wheelchair staring down at my mangled
leg wondering if I’d ever be able to go on a walk with
my wife again or play games with my kids in the yard,”
Smith said Monday. “Putting my helmet back on was
the farthest thing from my mind. I kept asking myself,
‘All this for a stupid game?’”—AFP

China’s Ding ahead
in snooker’s World
Championship
LONDON: China’s Ding Junhui established a narrow
5-4 lead over former title-holder Stuart Bingham on
Monday as he looked to join compatriot Yan Bingtao
in the second round of snooker’s World Championship.
Ding had a difficult start against Bingham, the 2015
world champion.

Although he had to come through qualifying after
dropping out of the world’s top 16, the Englishman
made a fine break of 131 in the opening frame and was
3-1 ahead at the mid-session interval thanks to a con-
tribution of 129. But world number nine Ding respond-
ed with clearances of 105 and 86 before a fluked black
saw him take a hard-fought ninth frame. 

No Asian player has yet won snooker’s prestigious
title, with Canada’s Cliff Thorburn (1980) and
Australia’s Neil Robertson (2010), the only world
champions from outside Britain and Ireland in the
modern era. Ding, however, lost 18-14 in the 2016 final
to England’s Mark Selby and has long been tipped to
be China’s first world champion. Meanwhile Tian
Pengfei saw his hopes of a shock upset win over John
Higgins dashed as the four-times world champion won
six frames in a row to clinch a 10-7 success.

‘Dodged a bullet’
Tiang led 7-4 but the Chinese cueman was undone

by a combination of his nerves and some typically
resilient matchplay from Higgins. The Scottish veteran
moved one frame away from victory with a break of 127
before the match was paused as it risked delaying the
evening session, with the players made to wait until
Anthony McGill had defeated Ricky Walden to complete
the match. “I’ve dodged a bullet there big time because
Tian had enough chances to beat me,” said Higgins. “I’ve
brought him down to my level and it’s a big relief.”

Reigning Masters champion Yan Bingtao’s bid for
Crucible glory started with a 10-6 win over qualifier
Martin Gould on Sunday. The 21-year-old Chinese will
now face either 2005 champion Shaun Murphy or
Mark Davis in the second round.—AFP

11th straight game with 30 points or more

Marleau sets
NHL record with
1,768th game
LOS ANGELES: San Jose Sharks forward Patrick
Marleau broke ice hockey legend Gordie Howe’s
record for the most appearances in NHL history on
Monday, playing his 1,768th game in a 3-2 defeat to
the Vegas Golden Knights. The 41-year-old made his
899th consecutive appearance to surpass fellow
Canadian Howe in the all-time standings. Marleau’s
milestone appearance was given a salute at the first
break in play, with an announcement in the stadium.

A recorded message of congratulations from NHL
commissioner Gary Bettman marked the moment as
Marleau acknowledged a standing ovation from fans
with his stick raised aloft. “To be merely mentioned in
the same sentence as Gordie Howe is an achievement
most hockey players can only dream about,” Bettman

said in his message. “To break one of his records is
historic.” After the game, the Golden Knights players
lined up to shake hands with Marleau. “With every-
thing that’s going on, my biggest fear is that I don’t
thank everybody, that I’m going to miss somebody,”
Marleau said before the game. I just want to be able to
thank everybody, and if I miss somebody, I’m so sorry,
but I’ll eventually, you know, try and make it right and
thank everybody that needs to be thanked. Just very
grateful.”

Vegas coach Peter DeBoer, who coached Marleau
at San Jose from 2015 to 2019, also paid tribute to his
former player. “What an accomplishment,” DeBoer
said. “Any time you’re passing Gordie Howe on any list,
it’s a wow-type moment.”

Marleau is a two-time Olympic gold medallist with
Canada’s national team but has never won ice hockey’s
biggest prize, the Stanley Cup, during a career that has
straddled four decades. “I just love being out there and
playing, and every kid’s dream is to hoist that Stanley
Cup so I’ve been chasing that all this time,” Marleau
said in an interview last week. Asked on Monday why
he continued to play, an emotional Marleau replied: “I
just love it.” — AFP 


