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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received His Highness 
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah at Bayan 
Palace yesterday. His Highness the Amir also 
received Chairman of Kuwait Municipal Council 
Osama Al-Otaibi, where he presented the reports of 
the council’s second session for the 12th legislative 

term 2019/2020.  
Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince 

Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
received His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad at Bayan Palace. His Highness the 
Crown Prince also received Minister Otaibi, who 
presented the Municipal Council’s reports of the 

second session for the 12th legislative term 
2019/2020. Furthermore, Minister Otaibi presented 
the reports to His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah in a 
separate meeting at Bayan Palace. 

In other news, His Highness the Prime Minister 
received yesterday, in the presence of Foreign 

Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad 
Al-Sabah at Bayan Palace, the visiting Maldives 
Foreign Minister Abdullah Shahid. During the meet-
ing, Shahid delivered to the prime minister a written 
message from the Maldivian President Ibrahim 
Mohamed Solih to His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. -— KUNA
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“This (Message) is a declaration to (all) people as 

well as a guidance and instruction for God-fearing 
people” (3:138). 

Say, [O Muhammad], “If ye do love Allah, Follow 
me: Allah will love you and forgive you your sins: For 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (3:31) 

“There has certainly been for you in the 
Messenger of Allah an excellent pattern for anyone 
whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day and [who] 

remembers Allah often.”  (33:21) 
It is really miraculous that our Creator has 

answered our prayers with an entire book dedicated 
to us, and sent us a messenger to guide our way in 
applying its teachings.  After such a grand gesture, it 
is only polite to take the time to read it!  If we truly 
want God to answer hear our prayers and answer our 
call, we must also heed His words and answer His call. 

If you would like a translation of the Quran, con-
tact any branch of IPC or the TIES Center. 

 
Courtesy of TIES: TIES is among the projects funded and managed by 

Kuwaiti Society for Cultural Dialogue. TIES aims at empowering Kuwait’s 
expats through social and educational services that promote a positive and 
productive role in society, and to facilitate opportunities for intra- and inter-
faith interactions that promote social solidarity. For more information, 
please call 25231015/6 or 94079426 or e-mail:  info@tiescenter.net.

Ramadan: When  
God spoke...
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 the case to the seven-woman five-man jury. The 

racially diverse group is being sequestered during 
deliberations and their identities will not be known until 
after the trial. In his final instructions to the jury, the 
judge noted the gravity of the case, which comes amid 
heightened tensions fueled by other police killings. 
“You must not let bias, prejudice, passion, sympathy or 
public opinion influence your decision,” Cahill said. 
“You must not consider any consequences or penalties 
that might follow from your verdict.” 

A conviction on any of the charges — second-
degree murder, third-degree murder or manslaugh-
ter — will require the jury to return a unanimous 
verdict. Chauvin, a 19-year veteran of the 
Minneapolis Police Department, faces a maximum of 
40 years in prison if convicted of second-degree 
murder, the most serious charge. 

Three other former police officers involved in 
Floyd’s arrest for allegedly passing a counterfeit $20 
bill are to go on trial later this year. 

Amid fears of potential unrest, National Guard 
troops have been deployed in Minneapolis and 
Washington, the nation’s capital. Minneapolis has been 
the scene of nightly protests since Daunte Wright, a 
20-year-old Black man, was shot dead in a suburb of 

the Minnesota city on April 11 by a white police-
woman. Some 400 protesters marched through the 
city on Monday calling for Chauvin’s conviction, 
chanting: “The world is watching, we are watching, do 
the right thing.” 

In Washington, the National Guard said some 250 
troops were being deployed “to support local law 
enforcement” in response to potential demonstra-
tions. Prosecutors, in closing arguments on Monday, 
showed excerpts from the harrowing bystander 
video of Floyd’s death that was seen by millions 
around the world. 

“This case is exactly what you thought when you saw 
it first, when you saw that video,” prosecutor Steve 
Schleicher told the jury.  “You can believe your eyes,” 
Schleicher said. “It’s exactly what you knew, it’s what you 
felt in your gut, it’s what you now know in your heart.” 

“This wasn’t policing, this was murder,” Schleicher 
said. “Nine minutes and 29 seconds of shocking abuse 
of authority.” Defense attorney Eric Nelson told the 
jury they need to look at Chauvin’s actions “from the 
perspective of a reasonable police officer.” 

“He did not purposefully use unlawful force,” 
Nelson said. He said Floyd’s heart disease and drug use 
were factors in his death and “the state has failed to 
prove its case beyond a reasonable doubt.” Much of 
the three-week trial involved testimony from medical 
experts about Floyd’s cause of death. Medical experts 
for the prosecution said Floyd died from a lack of oxy-
gen from Chauvin’s knee on his neck and that drugs 
were not a factor. The defense called a retired police 
officer who said Chauvin’s use of force against Floyd 
was “justified.” — AFP

US braces for  
verdict in...
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Lebanon’s flailing economy, but only if its deeply 

divided political class agreed on a new government. 

This week’s three-day trip is Diab’s first official visit 
since taking office, having cancelled trips to Cairo and 
Baghdad. 

“Lebanon is in grave danger and it can no longer 
wait without a safety rope,” Diab added in the Qatari 
capital.  “We expect you to be on the side of this coun-
try-Lebanon hopes that you will be a safety net to pro-
tect your Lebanese brothers.” Lebanese daily An-
Nahar said in an editorial ahead of the trip that “the 
caretaker PM surrounds the visit with secrecy”. — AFP 

Lebanese PM eyes 
support...
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Ogouzeimi de Tapol, spokesman for the Front for 

Change and Concord in Chad (FACT). “We intend 
to pursue the offensive,” the spokesman said, con-
tacted by AFP from the Gabonese capital Libreville. 

“Our troops are en route towards N’Djamena, 
but we will allow 15-28 hours for Deby’s sons to 
bury their father, according to tradition,” he added. 
Chad’s military had previously claimed to have 
“destroyed” the rebels after more than a week of 
fighting, saying on Monday that it had killed more 
than 300 and captured 150. 

Ministers and high-ranking military brass had 
said Monday that Deby was in the region on 
Saturday and Sunday after the rebel offensive. Deby 
was among the world’s longest-serving leaders. 
Provisional results on Monday showed him winning 
re-election with almost 80 percent of the vote 
against nine challengers. His victory had never been 

in doubt, with a divided opposition, boycott calls, 
and a campaign in which demonstrations were 
banned or dispersed. 

Deby was a herder’s son from the Zaghawa eth-
nic group who took the classic path to power 
through the army, and relished the military culture. 
He had campaigned for the latest election on a 
promise of bringing peace and security to the trou-
bled region, but his pledges were undermined by 
the rebel incursion. The government had sought 
Monday to assure concerned residents that the 
offensive was over. Panic had been triggered in 
some areas of the capital N’Djamena on Monday 
after tanks were seen out on the city’s main roads, 
an AFP journalist reported. 

The tanks were later withdrawn apart from a 
perimeter around the president’s office, which is 
under heavy security during normal times. “The 
establishment of a security deployment in certain 
areas of the capital seems to have been misunder-
stood,” government spokesman Cherif Mahamat 
Zene had said on Twitter.  

“There is no particular threat to fear.” However, the 
US embassy in N’Djamena had on Saturday ordered 
non-essential personnel to leave the country, warning 
of possible violence in N’Djamena. — AFP

Veteran Chad 
leader Deby...

VLADIMIR, Russia: Alexei Navalny’s doctors were 
again denied access yesterday to the jailed Kremlin 
critic, as lawyers for the hunger-striking opposition 
figure said he was “very weak” and demanded he be 
transferred to a civilian hospital. A team of medics has 
been trying to see the 44-year-old since early this 
month, after President Vladimir Putin’s most outspoken 
opponent began refusing food on March 31 to demand 
proper medical treatment for a litany of ailments. 

Nearly three weeks into the hunger strike, doctors 
over the weekend warned that Navalny’s health was 
failing so rapidly he could die at “any minute”, as the 
United States threatened Russia with “consequences” 
in the event of his death.  Russia’s prison service, which 
has repeatedly prevented Navalny’s doctors from visit-
ing him, said Monday that he had been moved from his 
penal colony in the Vladimir region some 100 kilome-
ters (60 miles) east of Moscow to a medical facility at 
another colony in the same region.  Navalny’s lawyer 
Olga Mikhailova told reporters outside the prison hos-
pital yesterday afternoon that he had become “very 
weak” and that “it’s hard for him to speak and sit up”. 

That assessment came after a team of physicians 
including Navalny’s personal doctor Anastasia 
Vasilyeva travelled yesterday morning to the new 
colony and were barred from seeing him. 

Mikhailova and another lawyer who were, however, 
given access, said Navalny had agreed to a glucose drip 
and was given one on Sunday, but noted that nurses had 
failed multiple times to find his vein, citing that as evi-
dence that the prison infirmary was not up to the task. 
“Medical care in this particular case is not being given,” 

Mikhailova said. “He must be transferred to a civilian 
hospital in Moscow so that he can receive all the neces-
sary assistance to prevent him from dying here.” 

 
‘Allow a doctor to see my dad’ - 

Concern is growing in the West over Navalny’s con-
dition.  German Chancellor Angela Merkel yesterday 
said Berlin is “working to ensure that he receives 
proper medical care”. “We are very worried and are 
trying to use our influence,” she said.  His family mem-
bers have also spoken up in recent days. 

“Allow a doctor to see my dad,” Navalny’s daughter 
Dasha Navalnaya tweeted Sunday. In an Instagram 
post yesterday, the critic’s mother Lyudmila Navalnaya 
called on authorities to “admit independent, civilian 
doctors to Alexei”.  The Kremlin however has dis-
missed the foreign outcry, saying that Russian convicts 
do not concern Western countries. It has also said that 
Navalny does not deserve any special treatment. 

Navalny is serving a two-and-a-half-year sentence 
for violating parole terms on old fraud charges he says 
are politically motivated.  He was arrested in January 
on his return to Russia from Germany, where he had 
spent months recovering from a poisoning attack with 
the Novichok nerve agent. He blames the attack on 
Putin, a claim the Kremlin has repeatedly denied.  

The European Union and the United States have 
imposed sanctions on Russia over the poisoning, and 
on Monday threatened Moscow with further penalties 
in the event of Navalny’s death. 

Navalny launched his hunger strike demanding 
proper medical treatment over severe back pain and 
numbness in his limbs.  His team said over the weekend 
a blood test had shown high potassium levels and ele-
vated creatinine, indicating Navalny could be suffering 
from impaired kidney function and risked cardiac 
arrest. Russia’s prison service insisted his condition 
was “satisfactory”, despite moving him to the medical 
facility, and said he was taking vitamin supplements as 
part of his treatment. — AFP 
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