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LONDON: Chelsea ended Manchester City’s quest 
for a historic quadruple of trophies as Hakim 
Ziyech’s goal earned a 1-0 win to take the Blues into 
the FA Cup final on Saturday. A damaging day for 
City also saw them lose Kevin De Bruyne to an 
ankle injury just over a week away from the League 
Cup final, where they face Tottenham, and the first 
leg of their Champions League semi-final against 
Paris Saint-Germain. 

Chelsea were good value for another impressive 
win under Thomas Tuchel and will be favorites for 
the German’s first silverware in English football when 
they face Leicester or Southampton on May 15. “It 
was a very strong performance. I’m very happy and 
proud,” said Tuchel, who has lost just twice in 19 
games since replacing Frank Lampard in January. 
“We took the opportunity to show up on the highest 
level and see how we are. You can only win against 
City if you have everybody on the top level.”  

Tuchel could land an even bigger prize in the 
Champions League by the end of his first five 
months in charge. Chelsea and City could meet 
again in the final in Istanbul next month should they 

see off Real Madrid and PSG respectively in the last 
four and Tuchel’s men proved they can get the bet-
ter of the runaway Premier League leaders despite 
a 20-point gap between the sides in the table. 

The physical demands of City’s bid for a clean 
sweep of trophies was shown as Pep Guardiola 
made eight changes from the side that beat Borussia 
Dortmund in midweek with goalscorers Phil Foden 
and Riyad Mahrez among those rotated. 

A much-changed side looked disjointed and 
Chelsea took advantage in a bright start. Timo 
Werner’s cross was swept home by Ziyech after just 
six minutes, but the goal was ruled out for offside 
against the German international. 

 
De Bruyne concern 

City got to half-time without any damage on the 
scoreline, but suffered a potentially huge blow to 
their hopes of still clinching a treble of trophies ear-
ly in the second-half. Just 11 days before the first leg 
of the PSG tie, De Bruyne appeared to roll his ankle 
in a challenge with N’Golo Kante and was replaced 
by Foden. “It doesn’t look good, he has pain,” said 

Guardiola. “Tomorrow we will do a test.” 
City were still reeling from the loss of the Belgian 

midfielder when they were finally caught out by the 
Chelsea counter-attack. Guardiola’s decision to 
retain Zack Steffen in goal for domestic cup compe-
titions backfired as the American was caught in no 
man’s land when Werner raced in behind and once 
again squared for Ziyech to roll into an empty net. 
“In these kind of games, the margin is so tight and 
the coin fell down on their side,” added Guardiola.  

Steffen made some measure of amends moments 
later to deny Ziyech a second when the Moroccan 
was clean through. City took until the final 20 min-
utes to get going, but their best chance of sending 
the game to extra-time came from a corner as 
Ruben Dias headed over from close range. 

Instead, it was Chelsea who found the net again 
through Christian Pulisic in stoppage time only for 
the offside flag to again come to City’s rescue. But 
there was no saving a bid for history for Guardiola’s 
men as they cannot now better Manchester United’s 
treble of Champions League, Premier League and 
FA Cup from 1998/99. —AFP

De Bruyne hurts ankle ahead of PSG showdown

Chelsea end Man City’s quadruple 
quest to reach FA Cup final

Nagelsmann tipped 
to replace Flick as 
Bayern Munich coach 

 
BERLIN: Julian Nagelsmann is top of the German 
media’s list of contenders to become the next head 
coach of Bayern Munich in the wake of Hansi Flick’s 
shock announcement that he wants to leave the club 
world champions. 

Despite steering Bayern to the treble by winning 
the Champions League last season, Flick sent shock 
waves through German football on Saturday by 
revealing he wants to be released from his Bayern 
contract, which runs until 2023, at the end of the 
season. 

Flick would only say “the reasons remain internal 
for now”, but simmering tensions with Bayern sports 
director Hasan Salihamidzic over recruitment and 
squad planning are believed to be a factor. “It is a 
great relief for him to have communicated this offi-
cially,” former Bayern captain Lothar Matthaeus 
and TV pundit told Sky yesterday. “There was no 
other way to solve it (the tension between Flick and 
Salihamidzic), the cloth had been cut.” 

Matthaeus remains convinced Leipzig coach 
Nagelsmann will replace Flick next season, but last 
Wednesday the 33-year-old insisted “there were 

and are no conversations” between him and Bayern. 
German daily Bild also has Nagelsmann, whose 
Leipzig contracts runs until 2023, top of their list. 

His name reportedly came up in discussions 
between Bayern and Leipzig bosses during the 
transfer negotiations over defender Dayot 
Upamecano, who joins Munich next season. Other 
names linked are ex-Bayern captain Mark van 
Bommel, who last coached PSV Eindhoven until 
December 2019, and current Ajax coach Erik ten 
Hag, who was in charge of Bayern’s reserves from 
2013-15. The Italian media have also named former 
Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri as a possible 
replacement. 

Flick dropped his bombshell after Saturday’s 3-2 
win at Wolfsburg left Bayern on the verge of a ninth 
straight Bundesliga title. With five games left, 
Bayern are seven points clear. Winning the 
Bundesliga would be the seventh title Bayern have 
won during Flick’s 18 months in charge. Having 
already told the team, Flick thanked Bayern for giv-
ing him the chance in November 2019 to become 
head coach and mentioned all of the club’s senior 
bosses by name - except Salihamidzic. 

However, Bayern’s top brass - president Herbert 
Hainer and chairman Karl-Heinz Rummenigge - 
have yet to confirm whether they will release Flick 
from his contract. Last month, Rummenigge said 
that he would “have to be crazy” to grant an early 
contract release for Flick, who has been tipped to 
replace Joachim Loew as head coach of Germany. 

On Saturday, Flick insists his future is “not at all 
clear”, but his return to the German FA looks likely. 
Loew will step down as Germany coach after the 
Euro 2020 finals this summer. Flick was his assistant 
coach when the ‘Mannschaft’ won the 2014 World 
Cup in Brazil. —AFP

LONDON: Chelsea’s German head coach Thomas 
Tuchel (right) celebrates with Chelsea’s German 
defender Antonio Rudiger after the English FA Cup 
semi-final football match between Chelsea and 
Manchester City at Wembley Stadium in north west 
London on Saturday. —AFP

WOLFSBURG: Bayern Munich’s German head coach 
Hans-Dieter Flick reacts during the German first divi-
sion Bundesliga football match between VfL Wolfsburg 
and FC Bayern Munich in Wolfsburg, northern 
Germany, on Saturday. —AFP

Newcastle dent West 
Ham’s top-four bid, 
Sheff Utd relegated 

 
LONDON: West Ham’s bid for a place in next season’s 
Champions League suffered a setback as Joe Willock’s 
late winner capped a thrilling 3-2 win for Newcastle as 
Sheffield United’s relegation from the Premier League 
was confirmed after a 1-0 defeat at Wolves on Saturday. 

Steve Bruce’s side had squandered a two-goal lead in 
the closing stages at St James’ Park, but Willock came off 
the bench to snatch a priceless winner. The Magpies are 
now nine points clear of the relegation zone with just six 
games remaining in a turbulent season on Tyneside. 

Newcastle had taken control in the first-half thanks to 
Issa Diop’s own goal and a blunder from West Ham keep-
er Lukasz Fabianski for Joelinton’s strike. West Ham also 
lost a man in the aftermath of the opening goal as defend-
er Craig Dawson was sent off for two bookings. 

But the Hammers set up a tense finale when Diop got 
one back before Jesse Lingard equalised with a penalty 
10 minutes from full-time. On-loan Arsenal midfielder 
Willock settled a pulsating encounter with his thunderous 
header to take Newcastle to the brink of survival. 

Staying up would be an impressive achievement for 
Bruce, who has battled with dressing room rifts and dis-

tracting takeover talk. “I’m not going to take anything for 
granted. I’ve always said it’s the accumulation of points, 
and 35, in my opinion, is not enough, so you won’t get me 
jumping and hollering at the moment,” Bruce said. “We’ve 
still got six games to play. Can we beat last year’s points 
tally of 44? We’ll try our utmost.” 

The defeat was a big blow for West Ham as they chase 
an unexpected place in next season’s Champions League. 
David Moyes’ side remain fourth, but Chelsea are just one 
point behind with a game in hand, while fifth-placed 
Liverpool would go above the Hammers if they beat 
Leeds today. “I wouldn’t say it was a chance lost, it was 
an opportunity for us to pick up three points,” Moyes 
said. “We like talking about the Champions League, we 
love the sound of that when everybody says it, but we’re 
realistic.” 

 
Sheff Utd fate sealed 

Newcastle’s win meant Sheffield United had to avoid 
defeat to prevent their fate from a miserable season being 
sealed. Wolves have also taken a step back this season 
after losing Raul Jimenez for most of the campaign due to 
a fractured skull. 

January signing Willian Jose has struggled to replace 
the Mexico forward, but finally got his first Wolves goal 
by sweeping home Adama Traore’s cross on the hour 
mark. “If you pick a game to typify this season, it was 
that. We were on top, missed chances and this league 
won’t give you a second chance,” said caretaker United 
boss Paul Heckingbottom. “There has to be a mentality to 

get straight back. Everyone wants to play in this league. 
You need to get promoted and that’s everyone’s driving 
force.” Victory takes Nuno Espirito Santo’s men beyond 
the 40-point mark and up to 12th as they are now safe 
from the drop. By contrast, Sheffield United now face a 
rebuild in the Championship with the club in crisis on and 
off the field. —AFP 

NEWCASTLE: Newcastle United’s French midfielder 
Allan Saint-Maximin celebrates after the own goal by 
West Ham United’s French defender Issa Diop during 
the English Premier League football match between 
Newcastle United and West Ham United at St James’ 
Park in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, north east England on 
Saturday. —AFP

      News in brief

Norwich City promoted 
 
LONDON: Norwich City were promoted to the 
Premier League despite a 3-1 defeat to Bournemouth 
on Saturday as draws for Swansea and Brentford sent 
the Championship leaders back into the top-flight. 
Daniel Farke’s side have dominated the second tier 
with 27 wins from their 42 games so far, earning an 
immediate return to the Premier League following last 
season’s relegation. The Canaries suffered just a sixth 
defeat of the season after Dimitrios Giannoulis’s red 
card after just 17 minutes at Carrow Road. Norwich’s 
promotion was guaranteed after third-placed 
Swansea were held to a 2-2 draw by bottom of the 
table Wycombe, while fourth-placed Brentford drew 
0-0 with Millwall. Farke’s men are 14 points clear of 
Swansea, who have four games left, and 16 ahead of 
Brentford, who have five matches left. They are also 
eight points clear of Watford, who lost 1-0 at local 
rivals Luton on Saturday. —AFP 
 
 

Goalie sent off for urinating 
 
QUITO: Goalkeeper Joaquin Pucheta was shown a red 
card in Ecuador’s Serie A for urinating behind his goal 
as his team Macara beat last-place Orense, 1-0, 
according to local media. “Joaquin Pucheta, went 
behind the advertising boards and urinated while the 
ball was in the opposition half. At that point, Orense 
players and management complained to referee 
Roberto Sanchez, who ended up giving the goalkeeper 
a straight red card,” online newspaper Primicias report-
ed. Television footage captured only the moment of the 
Argentine’s dismissal in second-half stoppage time. 
“The goalkeeper was sent off for unsporting behavior,” 
newspaper El Comercio reported in its online edition. 
Midfielder Segundo Portocarrero, who had scored his 
team’s winner, took over in goal for the dying seconds 
of the match. Pucheta faces a suspension of three to six 
months under Ecuadorian league rules.  —AFP 
 

Miami Grand Prix added  
 
PARIS: The Miami Grand Prix will join the Formula 
One calendar from the 2022 season, organizers said 
yesterday, in a 10-year deal that adds a second 
American race to the championship after the United 
States GP in Austin. In a statement F1 said that the 
race, which does not yet have a scheduled date, will 
take place at a new track round the Hard Rock 
Stadium in Miami Gardens north of the Florida city. F1 
said the track will be 5.41km long with high-speed 
straights which should allow top speeds of 320 Km/h 
and “multiple overtaking opportunities”. Controlled 
since 2017 by the American group Liberty Media, F1 
was planning on having a Miami GP in 2019 but hit a 
roadblock with local authorities.  —AFP
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