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With Mitchell
out, Jazz fall
to Lakers in OT
LOS ANGELES: An MRI on Donovan
Mitchell’s injured ankle showed no
structural damage, giving the Utah
Jazz some hope that their leading
scorer would not be out for long, US
media reported on Saturday. Mitchell
suffered the right ankle injury in the
third quarter of Friday’s 119-111 NBA
victory over the Indiana Pacers.
Mitchell jumped to thwart a Pacers
pass and twisted his ankle as he tried
to dodge the leg of Indiana guard
Edmond Sumner. He grabbed his
ankle, grimaced in pain and raised his
hand for the trainer.

“We hope there’s nothing serious,
but they’re in the process of doing
everything they can to assess that,”
Jazz coach Quin Snyder said in his
Friday post-game comments. Mitchell
scored 22 points in 21 minutes of
playing time before heading to the
trainer room. He has been the Jazz’s
leading scorer this season, averaging
a career-best 26.5 points per game.

Four starters out
The Jazz, who have the league’s

best record at 42-15, were without
Mitchell and several of their other
starters when they dropped a 127-115
overtime decision to the Los Angeles
Lakers at Staples Center on Saturday.
Starters Rudy Gobert and Mike
Conley Jr and Derrick Favors sat out
to get some added rest after the short

turnaround from Friday’s contest.
“We’re missing four pretty important
guys,” Jazz guard Joe Ingles said. “For
most of the game, we did a pretty
good job. We were one stop away
from winning the game.”

Andre Drummond scored a team-
high 27 points as the Lakers got back
into the win column with the victory
over the Jazz in front of a crowd of
1,700. It was just the second game the
Lakers have played at Staples Center
since California relaxed its rules on
spectators attending sporting events.

Dennis Schroder tallied 25 points,
eight assists and six rebounds.
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope finished
with 25 points, draining five threes.
“We clicked on all cylinders and we
didn’t allow adversity to get us out of
our game,” Drummond said. “The
chemistry is getting there.”

Jordan Clarkson led the Jazz with
27 points. Ersan Ilyasova finished with
20 points, shooting six of eight from
the three-point line. The Lakers, who
improved to 4-1 in overtime games
this season, were missing their two
biggest stars in Anthony Davis and
LeBron James

Davis was sidelined in February
with a calf injury and a right Achilles
tendon problem. He has been cleared
for “full on-court activity” and is
expected to return soon. James is
recovering from a high ankle sprain.
The two teams play again on Monday
at Staples Center.

Later this month, the Lakers will
travel to Washington, DC for a game
but the team is not expected to visit
with US President Joe Biden at the
White House. COVID-19 restrictions
and a tight game schedule are expect-

ed to prevent the team from restoring a
tradition of the NBA champs going to
the White House that was halted by the
players while Donald Trump was the
American president, ESPN reported on
Saturday. A future meet-and-greet with
the 46th US president is expected.

Celtics win sixth straight
In other NBA action, Jayson Tatum

scored 44 points and the Boston
Celtics withstood Stephen Curry’s 47
point performance on Saturday night
to beat the Golden State Warriors
119-114 in an NBA clash between two
teams riding winning streaks. Kemba
Walker nailed a clutch three pointer
with 24 seconds to go as Tatum post-
ed his second highest career scoring
total for the Celtics, who won their
sixth straight.

Elsewhere, Grayson Allen scored
26 points and drained a career high
seven threes to lead the Memphis
Grizzlies to a 128-115 victory over
the Milwaukee Bucks. Giannis
Antetokounmpo, playing in his sec-
ond game back after an injury rest,
finished with 28 points, 11 rebounds
and eight assists for Milwaukee,
which dropped its fourth straight
home game.

Also, league scoring leader
Bradley Beal scored 37 points and
the Washington Wizards defeated the
Detroit Pistons 121-100 to stretch
their winning streak to four games. In
Chicago, Nikola Vucevic scored 25
points and added seven rebounds
with five assists as the Chicago Bulls
defeated the Cleveland Cavaliers
106-96.  —AFP

LOS ANGELES: Andre Drummond #2 of the Los Angeles Lakers shoots the
ball against the Utah Jazz on Saturday at Staples Center in Los Angeles,
California. —AFP

LAFC spoil Austin’s
MLS debut with
2-0 triumph
LOS ANGELES: Corey Baird’s 61st-minute strike
broke a scoreless draw and Jose Cifuentes scored in
stoppage time as Los Angeles FC spoiled Austin FC’s
Major League Soccer debut with a 2-0 triumph over
the Texas outfit. Cifuentes tapped in a pass from
Kwado Opoku to complete the scoring.

Opoku came in as a substitute in the 22nd minute
when 2019 MLS scoring leader Carlos Vela was
subbed out after taking a knock. Vela received treat-
ment on the sideline but was irked that LAFC coach
Bob Bradley sent someone on in his place, indicating
he would have been able to return.

“Yeah, I might’ve jumped the gun,” LAFC coach
Bob Bradley said in an in-game television interview.
“He gave us a sign early on that he needed to come off,
I thought, so I can’t say more than maybe it’s my fault.”

LAFC were also without last year’s scoring cham-
pion, as Diego Rossi was sidelined with a hamstring
injury. But they were able to overcome. Los Angeles
goalkeeper Pablo Sisniega saved three Austin shots
for the clean sheet. Austin keeper Brad Stuver leapt
for a save on Diego Palacios in the first minute and
turned away a shot by Baird in the 37th.

LAFC’s Eddie Segura put a header off the cross-
bar early in the second half before Baird — the 2018
MLS Rookie of the Year who landed in LA in a trade
with Real Salt Lake — opened the scoring when he
collected a pass from Danny Musovski at the top of
the area and firing a low shot past the diving Stuver
into the top left corner.

Austin, the 10th team to join MLS in the last
decade, enjoyed the better of possession over 90
minutes, but they were out-shot 13-7 in the second
half. A smattering of Austin fans were among the lim-
ited crowd at Banc of California Stadium, and fans
turned out for a watch party in Austin to show sup-
port of the fledgling club.

The match was among the highlights of the sec-
ond day of the 2021 season. CF Montreal, under the
guidance of new coach Wilfried Nancy, opened the
season with a 4-2 victory over Canadian rivals
Toronto FC.

Eastern Conference rivals Orlando City and
Atlanta United battled to a goalless draw in a season
opener that left  Orlando wait ing for word on
Alexandre Pato’s status after the Brazilian forward
exited in the 80th minute of his MLS debut after
coming down awkwardly while avoiding a tackle by
Atlanta midfielder Franco Ibarra.

Pato 31, grabbed his right knee but was able to
leave the field under his own steam. “We’re waiting
and may God just help us on Pato and he’s not hurt,”
Orlando coach Oscar Pareja said after the match.
“We’ll wait until the doctors diagnose him.” —AFP

LOS ANGELES: Jesus Murillo #94 of Los Angeles FC
heads the ball away from Jon Gallagher #17 of Austin
FC during the second half of the MLS game at Banc of
California Stadium on Saturday in Los Angeles,
California. —AFP

DENVER: Starting pitcher Jacob deGrom #48 of the New
York Mets throws against the Colorado Rockies in the
fourth inning during game one of a double header at
Coors Field on Saturday in Denver, Colorado. —AFP

Sharks’ Marleau ties
record for most
NHL games played
LOS ANGELES: Forward Patrick Marleau’s first
shift of Saturday’s NHL game lasted just 40 sec-
onds but it was the most significant moment of
the San Jose Sharks 5-2 loss to the Minnesota
Wild. Three-time all-star Marleau finished with
19 shifts as the 41-year-old Canadian equaled
Hall of Famer Gordie Howe’s record for the most
career games played with 1,767. Marleau will set
the league record on Monday night when the
Sharks face the Vegas Golden Knights. “I just
love being out there and playing,” Marleau said
as he approached Howe’s record. 

Odds are Marleau won’t play his final profes-
sional hockey game at age 69 like Howe did, but
he does appear to have a few more years left in
him. Howe retired from the NHL at age 52 after
posting 41 points in his final season for Hartford.
He returned for one game with the Detroit
Vipers of the International Hockey League in
1997 after undergoing double knee replacement
surgery a few years earlier before finally hang-
ing up his skates for good.

Howe, of Canada, also played an additional
419 games in the World Hockey Association,
which doesn’t count on his NHL record. Howe’s
record for games played in the NHL when he
retired was thought to be unbreakable. “Records
are made to be broken,” said Howe’s son Mark.
“This one here, I thought would be a really, real-
ly tough one to break.”

After Saturday’s game, the Wild stayed to
salute Marleau, holding a handshake line with
him on the ice. Marleau has 566 goals and 1,196
points in his career. He won Olympic gold
medals with Canada in 2010 and 2014. “I want to
be looked upon when I’m gone that I gave it my
all,” he said. “Enjoyed the game, loved the game,
loved being around the team, loved winning
games. Those are the biggest things.” —AFP

LAUSANNE: UEFA is expected to formalize rad-
ical reforms to the format of the Champions
League at a key meeting of its executive commit-
tee today which could also see some cit ies
removed as hosts of the delayed Euro 2020.

Plans to reform Europe’s elite club competi-
tion from 2024 onwards were initially set to be
approved last month before being put on hold
after the powerful European Club Association
(ECA) said it was “not yet in a position to for-
mally endorse key changes”.

According to sources close to the negotia-
tions, certain leading clubs wanted greater con-
trol of UEFA Club Competitions (UCC), the sub-
sidiary company which advises UEFA itself on
commercial matters. Amid talk of an attempted
power grab by certain c lubs, and with the
specter of a breakaway Super League possibly
involving several of those clubs still hanging in
the air, the hope is that a solution has been
found.

UEFA confirmed on Friday that the reforms
were at the top of the agenda for the meeting in
the Swiss town of Montreux, on the eastern
shore of Lake Geneva. The Champions League
group stage is set to be completely overhauled,

with an increase from 32 to 36 participants and
the introduction of a so-called ‘Swiss system’
inspired by chess, with clubs playing 10 group
games instead of the current six, all against dif-
ferent opponents.

While the broader outline of the reforms has
been an open secret for some time, discussions
have been ongoing about several details, includ-
ing who the four extra places would go to.
France, as  Europe’s  f i f th-ranked nat ion, is
expected to get a third guaranteed spot in the
group phase, while more places could be given
on the back of historical performances — using
UEFA’s club coefficient.

That would benefit clubs who have enjoyed
success in the past but who failed to qualify via
their league position — think clubs like Arsenal
and Liverpool, currently underperforming in the
Premier  League, or  Borussia  Dortmund in
Germany, who as it stands may all miss out on
next season’s Champions League.

The ultimate goal of the reforms is to increase
broadcast rights for the competition to satisfy cash-
hungry leading European clubs and end the threat of
a breakaway Super League. At the same time UEFA’s
need to finalize plans for Euro 2020 is pressing.

Doubts over cities
Postponed by a year due to the pandemic, the

European Championship is set to start in Rome on
June 11 and is supposed to be played at 12 differ-
ent venues spread across the continent, a contro-
versial arrangement even before the pandemic
brought about widespread travel restrictions.

The Italian capital was only confirmed as a host
city last Wednesday when local authorities con-
firmed spectators would be allowed in up to 25
percent of the capacity of the 68,000-seat Stadio
Olimpico. It joins eight other cities — Saint-
Petersburg, Baku, Budapest, Amsterdam, Bucharest,
Copenhagen, Glasgow and London — in being
confirmed, although the number of fans allowed
into stadiums will vary from one venue to the other.

However, uncertainty remains over the three other
host cities. Munich, Bilbao and Dublin were all given
until Monday to provide UEFA with additional infor-
mation on their plans for spectators. UEFA could yet
take matches due to be played there and relocate
them to other existing host cities, although the presi-
dent of the Spanish Football Federation has said he
will do “everything humanly possible” to ensure
Spain keeps its four scheduled Euro games.

If UEFA decide that Bilbao, in the Basque

Country, cannot host matches, Luis Rubiales has
suggested Seville could be an alternative option.
“It is true that there are serious difficulties in
Bilbao and with this in mind, it is UEFA who has to
decide,” he said. —AFP

Teams increased to 36 competing in ‘Swiss system’

UEFA set to announce Champions League
reforms and decide on Euro 2020 hosts

GENEVA:  In this file photo taken on September 10,
2019 Chairman of the European Club Association
(ECA) Andrea Agnelli gives a press conference in
Geneva, at the end of the general assembly of the
organization representing the interests of professional
association football clubs in UEFA. —AFP

ST PAUL: Patrick Marleau #12 of the San Jose
Sharks steps onto the ice from the bench during
the first period of the game against the Minnesota
Wild at Xcel Energy Center on Saturday in St Paul,
Minnesota. —AFP

DeGrom strikes
out nine in a row as
Mets edge Rockies
LOS ANGELES:  New York Mets  p i tcher
Jacob deGrom fanned 14 Colorado Rockies
batters — including nine straight — to fall
just one shy of equaling Tom Seaver’s Major
League Baseba l l  consecut ive  s t r ikeout
record.

The right-hander struck out nine consecu-
tive batters beginning at the start of the sec-
ond inning through the fourth on Saturday at
Coors Field in Denver, Colorado. The streak
was snapped when Josh Fuentes grounded up
the middle to lead off the bottom of the fifth
and second baseman Jeff McNeil’s throw to
first was off the mark as the Mets rallied to
beat Colorado 4-3 in a doubleheader opener.

Seaver  set  the record against  the San
Diego Padres in 1970, striking out his final 10
bat ters  in  a  19-str ikeout  per formance .
DeGrom became just the ninth pitcher to

strike out nine batters in a row. “That would
have been nice to reach but fell a little short,”
deGrom said of going for 10 straight.

DeGrom was coming off a 14-strikeout
performance in a 3-0 loss to Miami. “The
fastball was the best weapon for him,” Mets
manager Luis Rojas said. “It’s special. You
don’t see that often. You talk about Jake get-
ting better every year and he goes out there,
and we talked about the challenge of the
weather, so it’s a little bit of a different start.
He makes an adjustment and does something
special.”—AFP


