
WASHINGTON: The United States and
China are “committed to cooperating”
on the pressing issue of climate change,
the two sides said Saturday, issuing the
pledge days ahead of a key summit host-
ed by President Joe Biden. The joint
statement came after a trip to Shanghai
by US climate envoy John Kerry, the first
official from Biden’s administration to
visit China, signaling hopes the two sides
could work together on the global chal-
lenge despite sky-high tensions on mul-
tiple other fronts.

But to achieve the global climate goal,
Kerry said words must be put into action
and urged China to reduce its use of
coal. “The United States and China are
committed to cooperating with each
other and with other countries to tackle
the climate crisis, which must be
addressed with the seriousness and
urgency that it demands,” said the state-
ment from Kerry and China’s special
envoy for climate change Xie Zhenhua.

It listed multiple avenues of climate
cooperation between the world’s top two
economies which together account for
nearly half of the greenhouse gas emis-
sions responsible for climate change. It
stressed “enhancing their respective
actions and cooperating in multilateral
processes, including the United Nations

Framework Convention on Climate
Change and the Paris Agreement.” 

Both countries also “look forward” to
a virtual climate summit of world leaders
that Biden will host next week, though
the statement did not say if Chinese
President Xi Jinping would attend. “We
very much hope he will take part,” Kerry,
who is now in South Korea, told
reporters yesterday. “Of course, every
country will make its own decisions,” he
said, adding: “We’re not seeking to force
anybody. We’re seeking cooperation.”

‘Biggest coal user’ 
China currently has about half of the

world’s coal power, Kerry said, adding
that he “talked a lot” about it with offi-
cials in Shanghai. “I am not pointing fin-
gers,” said Kerry. “We’ve had too much
coal, other countries have too much coal,
but China is the biggest, biggest coal
user in the world,” he added. “And
because it’s such a big and powerful
economy and country, it needs to move.”

Biden has made climate a top priority,
turning the page from his predecessor
Donald Trump, who was closely aligned
with the fossil fuel industry. The US
president has rejoined the 2015 Paris
accord, which Kerry negotiated when he
was secretary of state, and committed

nations to taking action to keep the tem-
perature from rising no more than two
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial
levels. With the world badly off track to
meeting the goal, Biden hopes his sum-
mit will result in stronger pledges in
advance of UN-led climate talks in
Glasgow at the end of the year.

‘Unequivocal commitment’ 
According to their statement, both

Washington and Beijing “intend to
develop” their respective long-term
strategies to achieve carbon neutrality
by the Glasgow meeting. Other moves in
the near term include boosting “interna-
tional investment and finance” to sup-
port the transition to green energy in
developing countries, as well as phasing
out production and consumption of
hydrofluorocarbons, gases used in
refrigeration, air conditioners and
aerosols.

Longer-term actions that need to be
taken to keep the temperature goals of
the Paris accord “within reach” include
reducing emissions from industry and
power generation while stepping up
renewable energy, clean transportation
and climate-resistant agriculture. The
United States and China’s pledge to
cooperate on climate follows recent

acrimony over accusations about China’s
policies in Hong Kong and its treatment
of Uyghurs in its northwestern Xinjiang
region - criticisms Beijing rejects as
interference in its domestic affairs.

If the United States refuses to work
with China on climate because of other
disagreements, “you’re just killing your-

self,” Kerry told CNN before his trip to
Shanghai. Li Shuo, a policy advisor at
Greenpeace East Asia, said the joint
statement showed the “unequivocal
commitment” of the United States and
China in tackling climate change and
should “put global climate momentum
back on high gear.” — AFP  
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Biden seeks to 
turbo-charge 
climate fight, but
can US lead?
W A S H I N G T O N :
President Joe Biden
hopes to give a shot of
adrenaline to the planet’s
sluggish fight against cli-
mate change with an
Earth Day summit but a
question lingers - can
the United States be
trusted to lead? The two
major international
accords achieved on cli-
mate, the Paris Agreement and the Kyoto
Protocol, were both crafted through intense
US diplomacy only to be shunned by
Washington, with new administrations
denouncing them as unfair.

This time around, the United States under
Biden is aiming big and going fast. Biden has
invited 40 leaders to participate in the April
22-23 summit, an extraordinary undertaking
for a president in place for just three months,
even with the gathering taking place virtually.
The administration will set the stage for the
summit by unveiling what it has teased will be
ambitious new US targets for reducing emis-
sions responsible for climate change, as
Congress considers Biden’s massive $2 trillion
infrastructure package that heavily focuses on
a green transition.

“This is an event President Biden set for
himself to do. It wasn’t imposed externally. So
you can expect that he wants to make it visual
to the rest of the world that the United States
can and will lead on climate,” said Alice Hill, a
senior fellow at the Council on Foreign
Relations who advised former president Barack
Obama on climate. “Of course there’s this
cloud over the entire summit - the question of
whether the United States is really back for the
long term,” she said. “That’s probably the most
frequently asked question I hear - how can we
trust the United States?”

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, in
an interview with AFP, put it this way: “The
commitment that the US has shown after a few
years away from the climate table is something
that people will be looking to ensure that it is
serious, that it is committed.”

Political momentum has grown as evidence
of climate change mounts, with the six years
since 2015 all the hottest ever recorded, worst-
case scenarios coming true on the melting of
polar ice and a growing number of severe
storms, droughts and other disasters. Biden on
his first day in office returned the United
States to the 2015 Paris Agreement, reversing
the decision of his predecessor Donald Trump,
an ally of the fossil-fuel industry who mocked
the science behind climate change. “The world
is confident that the US is back and is going all
out to make up for lost time from the Trump
years,” said Alden Meyer, a senior associate at
E3G think tank and veteran watcher of climate
negotiations. — AFP  

SEOUL: US Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry speaks during a press con-
ference yesterday. —AFP 

US, China commit to climate cooperation 
Kerry urges Beijing to reduce use of coal to achieve global climate goal 

Chance for Biden to
show US serious on
climate: Trudeau
OTTAWA: President Joe Biden must show he is
serious and committed about US re-engagement on
climate change, Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau said in an interview with AFP ahead of a
virtual climate summit opening this week.
Highlighting Washington’s return to the front lines
of the fight against man-made climate change, the
two-day summit starting Thursday will be the first
big event on the environment of his presidency, and
comes ahead of two other major climate meetings
later in the year.

“The commitment that the US has shown after a
few years away from the climate table is something
that people will be looking to ensure that it is seri-
ous, that it is committed,” Trudeau told AFP.
“There’s no question that we need a country of the
scale of the United States to be part of the solution,
not part of the problem, if we’re going to make it as
a planet,” he said.

Another big polluter, China, was invited to the
summit, but hasn’t formally accepted yet. China,
now the world’s second-largest economy, and the
West have grown increasing at odds over a wide
array of issues, from trade and intellectual property
to Beijing’s crackdown on Hong Kong and Xinjiang.
On Friday, as Trudeau was speaking to AFP, US cli-

mate envoy John Kerry vis-
ited China, signaling hopes
the two sides could work
together on climate.

Trudeau acknowledged
that China has shown it is
“taking seriously the need
to reduce their pollution,”
noting its massive invest-
ments, for example, in solar
power, electric vehicles and
battery technologies. The
West, he said, must step up or risk falling behind. “I
know that Canada and developed countries like us
around the world are very interested in ensuring
that we’re competing with China successfully on
new technologies,” Trudeau said.

“I’m not going to let China take all the innova-
tions and all the economic growth that’s going to
come from going greener,” he said. “There are lots
of areas in which we disagree with China, but if we
can all create a similar momentum on an issue that
touches every corner of this planet, then I think
that’s a good thing.”

A plan for the future 
Today, Trudeau’s deputy Chrystia Freeland is to

deliver his Liberal government’s first budget in two
years, with significant funding expected for clean
energy projects to anchor Canada’s economic
recovery from last year’s pandemic recession.
“Certainly, as we have said for a long time, you can’t
have a plan for the future of the economy without
having a plan for the environment and for fighting

climate change,” Trudeau said.
He said the COVID-19 pandemic has changed

how people do business and live their lives, “has led
us to think differently about telework or travel”. It
has also shown, he said, “to what point people can
change their behavior, adjust (in) a crisis.” “If we
were able to do it for the pandemic crisis, we will
obviously have to know that we are able to do it for
this environmental crisis,” he suggested.

Trudeau didn’t point to specific lessons to be
drawn from the pandemic and applied to the climate
problem, but said “to be ambitious for a better
future, everyone agrees these days on that”. It’s a
message he’s shared with other world leaders whom
he said have been “very interested in the fact that
not only had I brought in a carbon tax, a price on
pollution, but I won elections with that at the heart
of our campaign.”

Trudeau’s Liberals, campaigning on strong cli-
mate actions, went from third ranked party in par-
liament to winning a majority in the 2015 general
election. Four years later, his party, tainted by scan-
dals, was returned to office with a minority. But with
another election looming in the coming months,
Trudeau looks set to regain his majority, according
to polls, vowing even stronger climate measures.

Canada pledged under the Paris Agreement to
the cut its CO2 emission by 30 percent below 2005
levels by 2030. Last December, Trudeau announced
an accelerated incremental hike of his country’s car-
bon tax on fossil fuels from Can$50 per ton in 2022
to Can$170 per ton by 2030 - enough, according to
officials, to increase the price of gasoline by nearly
28 cents a liter. — AFP  
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From lizards to 
water, eco-bumps 
snag Tesla plant
BERLIN: In the green forest outside Berlin, a
David and Goliath-style battle is playing out
between electric carmaker Tesla and environmental
campaigners who want to stop its planned “gigafac-
tory”. “When I saw on TV that the Tesla factory
was going to be built here, I couldn’t believe it,”
said Steffen Schorch, driving his trusty German-
made car.

The 60-year-old from Erkner village in the Berlin
commuter belt has become one of the faces of the
fight against the US auto giant’s first European fac-
tory, due to open in the Brandenburg region near
Berlin in July. “Tesla needs far too much water, and
the region does not have this water,” said the envi-
ronmental activist, a local representative of the
Nabu ecologist campaign group.

Announced in Nov 2019, Tesla’s gigafactory
project was warmly welcomed as an endorsement
of the “Made in Germany” quality mark - but was
immediately met with opposition from local resi-
dents. Demonstrations, legal action, open letters -
residents have done everything in their power to
delay the project, supported by powerful environ-
mental campaign groups Nabu and Gruene Liga.

Tesla was forced to temporarily suspend forest
clearing last year after campaigners won an injunc-
tion over threats to the habitats of resident lizards
and snakes during their winter slumber. And now
they have focused their attention on water con-
sumption - which could reach up to 3.6 million cu m
a year, or around 30 percent of the region’s available
supply, according to the ZDF public broadcaster.

The extra demand could place a huge burden on
a region already affected by water shortages and
hit by summer droughts for the past three years.

Local residents and environmentalists are also con-
cerned about the impact on the wetlands, an impor-
tant source of biodiversity in the region.

Tesla Street 
“The water situation is bad, and will get worse,”

Heiko Baschin, a spokesman for the neighborhood
association IG Freienbrink, told AFP. Brandenburg’s
environment minister Axel Vogel sought to play
down the issue, saying in March that “capacity has
not been exceeded for now”. But the authorities
admit that “the impact of droughts is significant”
and have set up a working group to examine the
issue in the long term.

The gigafactory is set to sprawl over 300
hectares - equivalent to approximately 560 football

fields - southwest of the German capital. Tesla is
aiming to produce 500,000 electric vehicles a year
at the plant, which will also be home to “the largest
battery factory in the world”, according to group
boss Elon Musk. In a little over a year and a half,
swathes of coniferous forest have already been
cleared to make way for vast concrete rectangles on
a red earth base, accessed via the already iconic
Tesla Strasse (Tesla Street).

The new site still has only provisional construction
permits, but Tesla has been authorized by local offi-
cials to begin work at its own risk. Final approval
depends on an assessment of the project’s environ-
mental impact - including the issue of water. In theo-
ry, if approval is not granted, Tesla will have to dis-
mantle the entire complex at its own expense. — AFP  

GRUNHEIDE, Germany: An excavator operates as work continues on US electric car giant Tesla’s European
“Gigafactory” near Berlin on April 8, 2021. — AFP 


