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News in brief

Trafficking gang busted in Greece

ATHENS: Greek police have dismantled a
migrant trafficking network accused of abducting
and torturing two people, the Athens News
Agency reported yesterday. Police operations
early Saturday targeted four houses in the north-
ern city of Thessaloniki, during which 13 foreign-
ers aged 19 to 26 were arrested. A 20-year-old
man believed to be the mastermind of a ring that
allegedly transported migrants within Greece and
abroad was among those detained.  According to
police, the traffickers had transported 22 migrants
between mid-March and mid-April. — AFP

Syria presidential vote on May 26

DAMASCUS: Syria is to hold a presidential elec-
tion on May 26, the parl iament speaker
announced yesterday, the country’s second in the
shadow of civil  war, seen as l ikely to keep
President Bashar Al-Assad in power. Syrians
abroad will be “able to vote at embassies” on
May 20, Hamouda Sabbagh said in a statement,
adding that prospective candidates could hand in
their applications from today. Assad, who took
power following the death of his father Hafez in
2000, has not yet officially announced that he
will stand for re-election.

Voting begins in Cape Verde

PRAIA, Cape Verde: Voters in Cape Verde, a bas-
tion of democracy in Africa, began casting their
ballot yesterday after a campaign dominated by
the Covid pandemic and its impact on a tourism-
dependent economy. Voting began at 0800 GMT
and polling stations are scheduled to remain open
until 1900 GMT, with just over 392,000 people
registered to vote. In Praia, queues of voters had
already began forming early Sunday in front of
schools serving as polling stations, AFP journalists
observed. Results are expected overnight. — AFP 

Mexico makes another arrest 

MEXICO CITY: Mexican authorit ies have
arrested another suspect in connection with the
double murder of a French restaurateur and his
business partner, officials said Saturday.  State
police apprehended a 39-year-old man in the
capital after following him on suspicions that he
was “linked” to the murders, the local attorney
general’s office said in a statement.  Investigators
believe that the killings of 45-year-old dual
national Baptiste Lormand and his Mexican
associate Luis Orozco last year were linked to
the theft of expensive wine. The bodies of the
two men were found in the far south of the capi-
tal in November 2020, two days after Lormand
was last seen in the affluent neighborhood of
Polanco where he ran a restaurant. —AFP

Colombia clash leaves 15 dead

BOGOTA: At least 14 guerrillas and one soldier
were killed Saturday in clashes in southwest
Colombia between the army and dissidents from
the FARC ex-rebel force, which disarmed after
signing a 2016 peace deal. “In military opera-
tions, 14 people were neutralized” in the town
of Algeria, Cauca department, Defense Minister
Diego Molano said during a public event.  On
Twitter, General Eduardo Zapateiro, the army’s
commander,  identified the deceased as mem-
bers of a FARC splinter group that rejects the
terms of the peace deal. The dead soldier was
identified as Corporal Diego Ricardo Gomez
Chavez. —AFP

YANGON: Myanmar’s shadow government yester-
day urged Southeast Asian leaders to give it a seat
at the table during crisis talks next week, and not to
recognize the military regime that seized power in
a February coup.

Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing is expected to join
a special ASEAN summit on Myanmar on Saturday
in Jakarta-his first official overseas trip since the
putsch that ousted civilian leader Aung San Suu
Kyi. The army has moved to quell mass protests
against its rule, killing at least 730 people accord-
ing to a local monitoring group.

Min Aung Hlaing’s invitation to the meeting of
the 10-country Association of Southeast Asian
Nations has drawn scorn from activists who have
urged foreign leaders not to formally recognize the
junta. Moe Zaw Oo, deputy minister of foreign
affairs for the parallel “national unity government”-
formed Friday by ousted lawmakers mostly from
Suu Kyi’s party, as well as ethnic-minority politi-
cians-said ASEAN had not reached out to them.

“If ASEAN wants to help solve the Myanmar sit-
uation, they are not going to achieve anything
without consulting and negotiating with the NUG,
which is supported by the people and has full legit-
imacy,” he told Voice of America’s Burmese service.
“It’s important that this military council is not rec-
ognized. This needs to be handled carefully.”

Unrest continued across the country on Sunday,
with protesters rallying in Mandalay, Meiktila,
Magway and Myingyan, showing support for the
national unity government. At Palaw in the coun-
try’s south, demonstrators brandished banners that
read: “Military dictators should not be allowed to
rule. The dictatorship will be uprooted. Support the
national unity government.”

Young demonstrators also staged motorbike ral-
lies while carrying flags in Hpakant and Sagaing.

The  prev ious  n igh t , there  were  v io len t
clashes in the central gem-producing city of
Mogok when security forces cracked down on
protesters. According to an AFP-verified video
filmed by a resident, soldiers crouched on a
street as their commanding officer shouted
tha t  he  wanted  “deaths” . The Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) veri-
fied two deaths at Mogok.

Much of Myanmar remains under a curfew
imposed shortly after the coup, running from 8 pm
to 4 am every night. Late Saturday, a young man
was shot and killed in Kyaukme town in northern
Shan state while riding his motorbike during the
curfew. “He was shot by the authorities when he and
other his friends drove motorbikes around 9 pm. He
was shot in the head,” a rescue worker said, adding
that his funeral would take place yesterday. —AFP

Junta leader Hlaing to join special summit on Myanmar in Jakarta

Myanmar shadow government 
wants ASEAN crisis talks invite

JAKARTA: Indonesian cyclists take part in a rally to show their support for democracy in Myanmar
near the Myanmar embassy in Jakarta.—AFP

Kyrgyzstan pushes 
poisonous root 
as virus cure
BISHKEK, Kyrgyzstan: Kyrgyzstan is using a poi-
sonous root as a treatment against the coronavirus
despite health warnings as the country battles a
new wave of infections. The health ministry unveiled
the remedy at a news conference on Friday, claiming
the impoverished country’s leader used the herb to
cure “thousands” of sick inmates when he served
jail time last year. 

Health Minister Alimkadyr Beishenaliyev took
sips of the solution that contains extracts of aconite
root as he talked up its healing properties. “There is
no harm to health,” he said, noting that the remedy
had already been used to treat coronavirus patients.

“You need to drink it hot, and in two or three
days the positive PCR test result disappears and the
person immediately becomes better.”

Beishenaliyev however warned that “spasms and
death” could befall anyone drinking the solution
cold. “(Even) if you drink it hot and then have cold
water or ice cream, you can die,” he said, noting
that kettles to boil the solution had been purchased

for hospitals around the mountainous country. 
Aconite root is used in traditional medicine even

though it is considered highly toxic.
The authorities have said that a third wave of

Covid-19 cases is beginning in the Central Asian
country of 6.5 million people, which suffered a diffi-
cult summer as the virus overwhelmed hospitals last
year. President Sadyr Japarov took to Facebook late
Thursday, releasing a video that appeared to show
the remedy being bottled by men who were not
wearing protective equipment. 

The label on the bottles called the drink effective
“against coronavirus and cancer of the stomach”
but warned that drinking the solution without heat-
ing it up might result in death.  The World Health
Organization on Thursday criticized the decision to
promote the remedy. 

“A drug that has not undergone clinical trials
cannot be registered and recommended for wide-
spread use by the population,” the WHO said. 

Beishenaliyev claimed Japarov had successfully
treated “thousands of prisoners” using the solution
prior to being released from jail by protesters and
catapulted to power during a political crisis last
year. But the head of state was “too modest” to try
and patent the drug, Beishenaliyev said.

Nature’s cure? 
Japarov is not the first leader to claim a herbal

cure for the coronavirus.  In Turkmenistan,
President Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov hailed
licorice root as a cure for the coronavirus, a disease
he insists has yet to touch his isolated country of six
million people. Madagascar’s Andry Rajoelina has
promoted a locally-brewed infusion, based on the
anti-malarial plant artemisia, to fight the virus.
Nazira Munaypasova, a 43-year-old trader who has
sold aconite root at one of the main bazaars in
Kyrgyzstan’s capital Bishkek for over ten years, told
AFP the root was “powerful” and echoed the health
minister’s caution. —AFP

BISHKEK: A vendor sells the indigenous Aconitum
soongaricum root known locally as “Issyk-Kul root” at
a bazaar. —AFP

Young and infected: 
COVID’s new 
patients in India 
NEW DELHI:  Ajay Singh Yadav only managed a
final video call with Raj Karan before his close
friend became the latest of an alarming number of
young Indians, including children, falling victim to
the new coronavirus wave sweeping the country.
Some doctors say the reason that under-45s are
now vulnerable is that they go to work and eat out
more, but there is no definitive proof.  They could
also be more prone to a new “double mutant” vari-
ant found in 60 percent of samples in Maharashtra,
the hardest-hit state. Karan, 38, was campaigning in
village elections when he fell ill. Yadav rushed him
to a hospital, but he too tested positive and was put
into isolation.

“I am devastated... I could only see him via a
video call,” Yadav, 39, told AFP in the northern city
of Lucknow. The nation of 1.3 billion people has
been hit by a new wave that has caused one million
positive tests in a week, and authorities are rattled.

At the start of the year, India thought it had
beaten the pandemic and had kicked off a mass
vaccination drive. Face masks and social distancing
were cast aside and huge crowds flocked to reli-

gious festivals and election rallies.
But in hospitals, doctors started warning of a rise

in cases, including a new phenomenon-younger
patients-for a disease usually viewed as riskier for
older adults.

Children in hospital 
In a country where around 65 percent of the

population is under 35, there is growing concern
about the impact on the young. New Delhi’s chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal has said 65 percent of new
patients are below 45.

India’s medical research agency does not have a
demographic breakdown of cases, but doctors in
major cities confirmed that more young patients
are coming to hospitals. “We are also seeing chil-
dren under the ages of 12 and 15 being admitted
with symptoms in the second wave. Last year there
were practically no children,” said Khusrav Bajan,
a consultant at Mumbai’s P.D. Hinduja National
Hospital and a member of Maharashtra’s COVID-
19 taskforce.

In Gujarat state, pulmonologist Amit Dave said
young people were experiencing “increased severi-
ty” from coronavirus for their lungs, hearts and kid-
neys. One Gujarat hospital has set up the state’s first
pediatric coronavirus ward. States across India
have reported a similar increase of young patients.

In the southern IT hub of Bangalore, under-
40s made up 58 percent of infections in early
Apr i l ,  up  f rom 46  percent  l a s t  year, da ta

aggregator Covid19india.org said.

Variants and vaccines 
“I haven’t seen such a rise in cases in the last one

year as I’ve seen in the last one week,” Delhi-based
book publicist Tanu Dogra, 28, who was bedridden
for a week after testing positive in March told AFP.
“Everybody on my timeline, on my WhatsApp, is
frantically messaging each other because they’ve all
tested positive.” 

In Brazil-which like the rest of the world had
more severe cases and deaths among the elderly
during the first wave-doctors are also seeing a
higher prevalence of younger patients. —AFP

JABALPUR: Workers prepare to fill medical oxygen
cylinders for hospital use on COVID-19 coronavirus
patients on the outskirts of Jabalpur yesterday.—AFP

8 of a family killed 
in Afghanistan 
mosque shooting
JALALABAD: Eight members of the same family were
gunned down in an attack on a mosque in eastern
Afghanistan, officials said yesterday. The shooting happened
on Saturday night in the city of Jalalabad in Nangarhar
province, and was believed to be over a land dispute, the
province’s governor Zaiulhaq Amarkhil said.

Five brothers and three of their male cousins were killed.
“The incident is under investigation but initial information
shows a land dispute has caused the incident,” Amarkhil told
AFP. Fareed Khan, a spokesman for Nangarhar police, con-
firmed the attack. 

Afghanistan, like the rest of the Muslim world, is observ-
ing the holy month of Ramadan, when men gather every
night to offer special prayers after fasting for the day.
Revenge killings are common in Afghanistan, where families
seek justice by carrying out violent acts of vengeance
based on an ancient code of honor. So-called blood feuds
can last for decades, passing down through generations in a
cycle of violence. —AFP

Dhaka cracks down 
on hardliners after 
India PM protests
DHAKA: Hundreds of hardline Islamists have been
arrested by Bangladesh police over the past week,
officials said yesterday, after deadly protests
against the visit of India’s Hindu-nationalist leader.
At least 13 protesters died during the days-long
demonstrations in late March over Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The protests across sev-
eral districts in Bangladesh were mostly led by the
hardline group Hefazat-e-Islam, whose members
accused Modi of stoking communal violence
against Muslims in India. Police said Mamunul
Haque, 47, the firebrand joint secretary of Hefazat,
was detained yesterday after a top Islamic semi-
nary in the capital Dhaka was raided. 

“He was arrested over charges of violence by
Hefazat-e-Islam,” police spokesman Ifetkharul
Islam told AFP. Haque was the seventh senior

leader from Hefazat to be arrested this week,
police said.

The leaders were expected to be charged with
the outbreak of violence during the anti-Modi
protests and demonstrations in 2013 that left near-
ly 50 people dead.

A further 298 Hefazat supporters and activists
were arrested in the eastern rural district of
Brahmanbaria where anti-Modi demonstrations
were also held, police said yesterday. “We arrest-
ed them by identifying them through video
footage,” Brahmanbaria police’s deputy chief,
Mohammad Roish Uddin, said. 

Hefazat spokesman Jakaria Noman Foyezi told
AFP that 23 leaders of his organization had been
detained by police. He called police claims against
them “false and fabricated”.

Hefazat, which was found in 2010, is
Bangladesh’s largest hardline Islamist outfit.

The group draws its support from millions of
students and teachers in thousands of the
Muslim-majority madrasas.  A 2013 rally in
Dhaka by thousands of Hefazat supporters
demanding a blasphemy law ended in unrest and
dozens of deaths. —AFP


