
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Various ambassadors in Kuwait were
interviewed by Kuwait Times to learn more about
their local traditions and culture during Ramadan. We
also asked about the current coronavirus situation in
their respective countries and how they are handling
and reacting to this pandemic. The following are
excerpts from our interview with the Indonesian
Ambassador to Kuwait Tri Tharyat:

Kuwait Times: We are in the time of a pandemic
now. What were your orders to Indonesians in Kuwait
with regards to following the local laws of the host
country? What is the current situation of your people
in Kuwait and back in Indonesia right now? 

Tri Tharyat: This question is something very
close to my heart. On March 11, 2020, the WHO
announced the coronavirus was a global pandemic.
Kuwait immediately responded to that call and imple-
mented strict measures. Three days after the
announcement, the airport was closed. They restrict-
ed the movement of people from all over the world.
Then lockdowns and curfews followed. Nobody in the
world was prepared for this. 

First casualty 
A few days after that, we received news that one

of our nationals was infected. We were all shocked.
The first Indonesian infected abroad came from
Kuwait, so it was huge news for us. In April 2020, the
first Indonesian died of coronavirus here. The sad
thing is that he was a nurse, a person who was a
frontliner battling the pandemic. So the first
Indonesian was infected abroad, and the first casualty
was abroad too. It put us in a very difficult and chal-
lenging situation - at some point we minimized con-
tacts at the embassy to only 10 percent. Officially, our
office did not close, but we worked from home and
had skeletal manpower at the embassy. 

We also applied a very strict protocol to protect
our building from the virus, and disinfected the build-
ing every now and then. Weeks passed, and we heard
some Indonesians could not travel and were stranded
here. Some Indonesians on family visas were out of
Kuwait, and they could not come back because of
travel restrictions. Many Indonesians lost their jobs,
many of our people were not receiving salaries, etc,
so they did not have any money. 

So I talked to some Indonesians here to help out.
They answered our call by providing basic needs,
food, supplementary hygiene kits and ladies’ toi-
letries. They could not go out of their accommoda-

tions, as some areas were under total lockdown. Only
diplomatic cars were allowed to enter to bring them
food. When they reopened, things returned back to
normal again - at least no more shortages of food. 

Then I found almost 70 Indonesians were strand-
ed in Kuwait. They were families on tourist visas, who
could not leave. But we are thankful, because the
Kuwaiti government announced an amnesty program
for expats, so we managed to send them home. We
made an announcement to Indonesians and our peo-
ple were able to take advantage of the amnesty. We
managed to arrange 110 Indonesians to be sent home,
but only 90 were eligible. Seventy stranded
Indonesians with family visas were also sent home.
The good thing about the amnesty was that the
Kuwaiti government shouldered the air tickets, which
was a blessing. 

Even today, we have many Indonesians abroad
infected with the virus, but the cases of infection are
low now among Indonesians, with 219 cases and eight
deaths. Two are still in critical condition. Around 25
percent of infections are medical personnel working
in hospitals. 

Marking Ramadan
Kuwait Times: How will Ramadan celebrations

differ this year for your embassy and people? 
Tharyat: In all Muslim countries around the world,

Ramadan is a big thing. Our celebration is almost
similar. I was lucky to be assigned here three years
ago, a few months before Ramadan. This was my first
assignment to a Middle Eastern country and I am
ending my tenure in a few days from now. When I
joined as the new ambassador, I got many invitations.
I attended many functions here - this is our tradition
in the diplomatic circle. 

Ramadan is the best time of the year. During fast-
ing, the best and most important ritual for us is the
breaking of the fast. In our country, all restaurants are
full to capacity for iftar, unlike here where there is no
celebration - just eat and break the fast. I think, what
is celebrated here is the ghabqa. People attend
ghabqas, go out after iftar and celebrate in diwaniyas. 

This will be repeated every day, and the big cele-
bration is Eid Al-Fitr. We normally celebrate it for
almost a week. We have a big celebration here with
meat and all kinds of food - you name it. People go
back to their families in the provinces, and we return
only after days of celebrations. Here Eid Al-Fitr is not
very much celebrated, unlike Eid Al-Adha. They are
focused more on Eid Al-Adha here than Eid Al-Fitr -
for us, it’s the other way around. But it doesn’t matter. 

In Indonesia, Ramadan prayers are lively and
noisy - here, not that much. We have carnivals and
feasts until dawn. The provinces are decorated with
colorful stuff. When I was a kid, I walked with my
friends to celebrate, with drums beating around the
village. These traditions are still observed. 

Girgian is unique to Kuwait - this we don’t have.
Food is the same. We are a democratic country, so
restaurants are open even during the day. Those who
are not fasting can eat, but in respect of those who
are fasting, we normally cover the restaurants. People
in Indonesia are free to eat if they are not fasting,
unlike here where restaurants are closed and open
only during iftar. In Indonesia, we are majority
Muslim, but we all respect all religions, like in Bali,

where the majority is
Hindu and Christian. This
was a result of compro-
mise. At some point, the
agreement between the
kingdoms at that time to
stop fighting was if you
want to continue practic-
ing your religion, you must
go to that island. So you
see a Hindu majority there. 

In Indonesia, we have
two main Islamic groups -
Nahdlatul Ulama, the
larger group, and
Muhammadiyah. These groups are both Sunni. The
difference is that Nahdlatul Ulama is more traditional
than Muhammadiyah. Muhammadiyah is mostly run
by intellectuals. But they do not contradict each oth-
er. These organizations will decide when Ramadan
starts for them - they don’t necessarily go with the
same dates of Ramadan. The government will choose
the date either way. The two organizations develop
madrasas, schools and medical facilities. We have
Shiites too in Indonesia, but they are small in number. 

Indonesians in Kuwait 
Kuwait Times: What about Indonesians in

Kuwait? How they are celebrating Ramadan here?
Tharyat: Indonesians in Kuwait enjoy the benefit of

being Muslim. Since 2011, the Kuwaiti awqaf ministry
has been kind enough to give us our own mosque here.
The Indonesian mosque is in Riggae and we are man-
aging it. Indonesians visit our mosque every Friday for
prayers. We use it for Quran recitation and for our dai-
ly activities during Ramadan. We also use it for edu-
cating children and teaching them the Holy Quran. We
have regular prayers in this mosque. We receive peo-
ple and share food, even at the embassy premises.
During Ramadan, I visit every group that invites me.
We organize community events too. 

Kuwait Times: How many Indonesians are now in
Kuwait since the ban on your nationals from working
as domestic helpers here?

Tharyat: Officially around 6,000, but I think it’s
fewer now, since the pandemic hit the world badly.
The domestic helper ban was imposed in the Middle
East in 2009. The remaining domestic helpers now in
Kuwait from Indonesia number around 2,600, while
the rest are in retail and the medical field. 

Kuwait Times: After you banned sending domes-
tic helpers to the Middle East, do you still have the
problem of human trafficking? How are Indonesians
protected from human trafficking?  

Tharyat: It was reduced dramatically. In some
countries, like our Asian neighbors, we still have this
problem. Here in the Middle East, I think the UAE has
many cases, but in Kuwait, so far I only know of two
cases. It’s hard to control, but we are doing our best
to stop human trafficking. 

By the way, we are open to countries that can pro-
vide maximum protection to our people. We have
domestic helpers in Singapore, Korea, Thailand and
Malaysia. Of course with our economic growth in
past years, we help our people find jobs in Indonesia
itself, but we cannot deny anyone from seeking to
work abroad for maybe a bigger salary. 
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Who was the first person to fast?

Adam

Noah

Yahya

Date :
Name :
Civil ID :
Tel :
Email :
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Esports club 
joins global 
federation 
KUWAIT: The Kuwait
Esports Club has recent-
ly joined the Global
Esports Federation
(GEF) as a fully recog-
nized member; the latest
achievement as the club
continues to achieve
successes at the interna-
tional level. KEC
received confirmation
from the leadership of
GEF on the status of their membership, and a
welcoming message of support and coopera-
tion for the development and advancement of
electronic sports at the global level. 

Abdullah Al-Ali, President of the Kuwaiti
Esports Club, expressed his thanks and
appreciation to the Public Authority for
Sports and its General Director, Dr Hmoud
Flayteh, and the Deputy Director-General of
Competitive Sports Sector, Dr Saqr Al-Mulla,
for their cooperation and support for the club,
which is evident in the successive internation-
al recognition of KEC. Ali promised more
achievements and successes, and that KEC
will soon launch a number of tournaments to
meet the demands and aspirations of all those
interested in esports. 

Abdullah Al-Ali

Frontliner was first Indonesian to
die of COVID-19 abroad: Ambassador

Ramadan Diwaniya 

KUWAIT: Indonesian
Ambassador to Kuwait
Tri Tharyat speaks to
Kuwait Times.

Gulf Bank sponsors
Scientific Center’s
virtual Eco-Summit
KUWAIT: As part of its ongoing commitment to
achieving environmental sustainability, Gulf Bank par-
ticipated in The Scientific Center’s first virtual Eco-
Summit last week. The environmental summit, which
was sponsored by Gulf Bank, featured a number of
speakers and experts in the field of environmental sus-
tainability, including: Lujain Al-Qenaei, Assistant
Manager for Corporate Communications at Gulf Bank;
Dr Fotouh Al-Ragom, Energy Efficiency Program
Manager at Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research;
Dr Alanoud Al-Ragom, Associate Research Scientist at
Coastal Management Program (CMP), Environment
and Life Sciences Research Center (ELSRC), Kuwait
Institute for Scientific Research (KISR); Samia Al-
Duaij, Environmental Specialist; Talal Al-Wazzan, Co-
founder at Imdad; Shaker Al-Essa, Founder of Recycle
Kuwait; Salman Laeri, Managing Partner at NRG
International for General Trading; Dalal Behbehani,
World of Naz Founder and CEO; and Bashar Al-
Huneidi, Founder of Kayak4Kuwait.

The Eco-Summit was one of the focal activities on
The Scientific Center’s “Environment Month 2021”
program, and was held in the Center’s IMAX theater
while simultaneously being broadcast live on
Instagram, offering all interested parties the chance to
engage with local experts, activists and professionals
who are involved in leading Kuwait toward a more
sustainable future. The speakers addressed critical
environmental issues, including the challenges Kuwait
faces in relation to environmental pressures, and
shared attainable solutions, from those that can be
easily implemented by people at home, to large-scale

programs that can help create a more sustainable
future for our country.

Gulf Bank’s participation in The Scientific Center’s
Eco-Summit highlights the pivotal role that the bank-
ing sector plays in achieving sustainability. Gulf Bank’s
Assistant Manager for Corporate Communications,
Lujain Al-Qenaei, highlighted Gulf Bank’s various sus-
tainability initiatives at the environmental, community,
and economic levels, which include partnering with
national firms to recycle paper and plastic. On an
operational level, Gulf Bank is also keen to develop
and implement various digital banking services, assist-
ing customers with online and mobile banking for a
more seamless (and paperless) banking experience. In
addition, the Bank is focusing on the environmental
impacts of resources consumption, waste and emis-
sions, biodiversity, and more.

On a community level, Gulf Bank regularly volun-
teers its efforts at various initiatives throughout the
year, including Earth Hour, beach clean-ups, and more.
Gulf Bank is also committed to its longstanding part-
nership with INJAZ Kuwait, a non-profit, non-govern-
mental organization for education and training in
workforce readiness, financial literacy and entrepre-
neurship. This strategic partnership has helped to sup-
port multiple environmental startups founded by local
youth interested in sustainability, including Seuse, a
startup which won INJAZ Al-Arab’s “Young
Entrepreneurs Competition.” Seuse was created by a
group of high school students from INJAZ Kuwait, and
aims to recycle paper products and spread awareness
on agricultural issues in an effort to tackle climate
change and reduce waste, as well as recycling paper
through the creation of handmade, paper goods. As a
result of this partnership, Gulf Bank has also support-
ed Agrivage, a company that composts food waste. It
is worth noting that these initiatives have had a lasting
impact, helping to not only reduce waste and emis-
sions, but also raise awareness and environmental
education at the community and societal levels. 

KUWAIT: Group photo of the speakers.

‘Nobody in the world was prepared for the pandemic’


