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KUWAIT: The number of people in
Kuwait who have received their COVID-19
vaccines has reached around 822,000, or
nearly 20 percent of the population, Al-
Jarida Arabic daily reported yesterday.
Health authorities have sped up the vacci-
nation campaign during Ramadan with
hope of reaching one million vaccinated
people soon.

Kuwait races to curb an increase in dai-
ly infections that prompted authorities to
impose a partial curfew since March 7, and
which could be extended if the numbers of
infections and patients in ICUs remain
high. Head of the higher COVID-19 com-
mittee Dr Khaled Al-Jarallah had stated on
Saturday that expatriates and people who
haven’t been vaccinated against COVID-
19 have the highest numbers among hospi-
talized and ICU patients in Kuwait, adding
that the number of positive results from
field swab tests have dropped except in
investment residential areas and among

expats. These data could indicate that the
ministry’s drive towards encouraging citi-
zens to vaccinate has started to bear fruit
in terms of limiting hospitalization cases
among Kuwaiti nationals. Local health
authorities do not make figures related to
vaccinations available to the public.

The Ministry of Health had announced
Saturday that Kuwait registered four new
COVID-19 fatalities and 1,388 new infec-
tions in the previous 24 hours. The
Ministry’s spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-
Sanad said that the death toll increased to
1,440 and total infections jumped to
255,860 as of Saturday. He added that
1,360 patients have recovered from the
virus in the same period to reach 239,027
recoveries, which make the ratio of recov-
eries 93.42 percent from total conducted
tests. The spokesman pointed out that the
number of patients in intensive care units
stood at 250, while there were 15,393
patients receiving health care as of

Saturday. Moreover, Dr Sanad revealed
that 8,577 tests were conducted over the
same period which make the ratio of infec-
tions at 16.18 percent, adding that the total
conducted tests reached 2,213,624 as of
Saturday

The numbers are a slight drop from the
daily figures announced the two days
before. Kuwait had announced eight
deaths and 1,406 new on Friday, in addi-
tion to five deaths and 1,391 cases on
Thursday. On the other hand, ICU patients
have increased for the third straight day
after their numbers went slightly up from
244 on Thursday to 247 on Friday.
Meanwhile, the infections-to-swab ratio
went back up on Saturday after it had
reached 15.18 percent on Friday, down
from 16.12 percent the previous day. Dr
Sanad called on the public to maintain
social distancing, and to abide with all
health regulations that would help in stop-
ping the virus spread. 

Nearly 20 percent of Kuwait’s
population vaccinated: Report

Kuwait on pace of vaccinating one million against COVID-19 soon

KUWAIT: People queue as they wait their turn to receive a dose of a vaccine
against the coronavirus, in front of the makeshift Kuwait Vaccination Center at the
Kuwait International Fairground in Mishref yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Kuwait curfew:
What you 
need to know
KUWAIT: Kuwait imposed a
curfew from 7:00 pm to 5:00 am
until April 22, 2021 to help curb
the sharp increase in COVID-19
cases registered in recent weeks.
During the curfew hours, pharma-
cies, medical stores, co-operative
societies and supermarkets are
allowed to continue operation
only through delivery services,
while restaurants and cafes are
allowed to deliver food from 7:00
pm to 3:00 am every day. Also
during the curfew, people are
allowed to go to prayers at
mosques only by walking, and the
government allowed people to
practice walking and jogging
from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm. The
government meanwhile allowed
salons and health clubs to reopen
during the day but kept restau-
rants and cafes closed except for
drive-through and delivery serv-
ices. Meanwhile, taxis are allowed
to carry only two passengers.

The Ministry of Commerce
and Industry launched a booking
service, allowing people to shop
from 7:00 pm to 12:00 am during
the curfew hours. The service is
valid for all co-ops and super-
markets around Kuwait. To book
an appointment, a shopper
should visit www.moci.shop,
enter the required information
(civil ID number and serial num-
ber, contact number and email
address), the reason for appoint-
ment (food supply center) and
the time and date of the appoint-
ment. The shopper would then
receive a barcode to show once

they reach the shopping center.

Where to obtain a curfew
pass?

Citizens and residents that need
a pass during the curfew hours to
leave their homes can apply for a
pass at https://www.paci.gov.kw/.
The pass is available for those in
need of emergency medical treat-
ment, doctor’s visits, blood dona-
tion, COVID-19 swabs and
COVID-19 vaccinations.

Co-op delivery during curfew
hours

During curfew hours, co-ops,
grocery stores and other markets
will be allowed to offer delivery
services. Most co-ops will accept
orders via delivery. Here is an
incomplete list of co-op WhatsApp
numbers. Each co-op will be
responsible for deciding if and
when they provide delivery servic-
es and not all may be providing. 

Omariya Co-op
WhatsApp 6041-0067

Farwaniya Co-op
WhatsApp 6767-8211

Qairawan Co-op
WhatsApp 9000-3749

Jahra Co-op
WhatsApp 5160-2458

Abdulla Al-Mubarak Co-op
WhatsApp 6066-6338

Nuzha Co-op
WhatsApp 9784-5531

Khaitan Co-op
WhatsApp 6777-9745

Ardhiya Co-op
WhatsApp 6902-0779

Rabiya Co-op
WhatsApp 2438-8316

Wafra Farm Co-op
Tel: 9883-5245 / 5170-0085

Salmiya Co-op
Tel: 22253225

Jabriya Co-op
Tel: 1805-353
WhatsApp 6566-6084

Rawdha & Hawally
WhatsApp 9662-2883

Shaab Co-op
WhatsApp 9090-4455

Wafra Co-op
WhatsApp 5055-0539

Keifan Co-op
WhatsApp 5178-1719

Rehab Co-op
WhatsApp 9222-2358

Mishref Co-op
WhatsApp 5055-9900

Faiha Co-op
Tel: 1861-000
WhatsApp 9098-6000

Rumaithiya Co-op
WhatsApp 6066-0045

Bayan Co-op
WhatsApp 9004-2500

Fahaheel Co-op
WhatsApp 5178-9951

Adan & Qusour Co-op
Tel: 5034-3111 / 6593-3975

Salam Co-op
WhatsApp 9788-7832

Indian embassy
honors Indian 
doctors in Kuwait
KUWAIT: Embassy of India in Kuwait, in associa-
tion with the Indian Professionals Network (IPN)
Kuwait and the Indian Doctors Forum (IDF) Kuwait,
organized an event titled ‘Felicitation of Indian
Doctors: COVID-19 Warriors’ in a largely virtual
event Saturday. 

Indian Ambassador Sibi George delivered the
opening keynote and felicitated a group of Indian
doctors who partnered with the embassy in offering
free medical tele-consultations to Indian nationals in
Kuwait during the peak period of the pandemic in
2020, a press release issued by the embassy said.
Addressing the gathering on the occasion, the
ambassador mentioned that the event was really
special as it was to felicitate and honor the COVID-
19 warriors, especially the doctors who wholeheart-
edly served the Indian community during the hour
of crisis, going beyond their call of duty. 

The ambassador stated that felicitation was just a

small gesture from the part of the embassy to
express its gratitude. George also highlighted that
the event was also a brainstorming session on what
more the embassy, in association with the communi-
ty could do together to help the community to face
the challenges of the pandemic, the release said.  In
his address, the ambassador also announced that
IDF has once again volunteered to provide free
medical advice and counseling support via tele-con-
sultations to the Indian community in Kuwait.  He
also confirmed that a new panel of Indian doctors
from different specialties has been specifically con-
stituted for this purpose.  The embassy will release
more details related to the tele-consultations soon.

Dr Amir Ahmed, president of the Indian Doctors
Forum (IDF) delivered his remarks on the occasion.
The felicitation ceremony was followed by a brain-
storming session through which expert insights were
drawn from the experiences of medical experts in
tackling the current COVID-19 situation and associ-
ated repercussions including on mental health.
Medical experts rendered practical suggestions and
sound medical advice on how to, individually and
collectively, effectively deal and fight against this
pandemic in the coming days. An on-the spot quiz
competition focusing on COVID-19 was also held
for young student participants, the release added. 

Firemen rescue
Asian family
in Rumaithiya 
KUWAIT: Firefighters rescued an Asian family
after their house in Rumaithiya collapsed early
yesterday, Kuwait Fire Force (KFF) said. The
building fell down because construction workers
nearby failed to put support pillars causing its col-
lapse, KFF Department of Public Relations said in
a press statement. Firefighters rushed to the scene
and rescued the three-member Asian family from
the collapsed building. The firefighters rescued the
family and transferred them to hospital, while the
investigation teams were examining the scene.

In other news, police arrested a man who

caused an accident that left another motorist
death. The interior ministry said in a statement to
the press that a video clip on social media showing
a person in an abnormal condition causing a traffic
accident and the death of an Asian led to the arrest
of the suspect. Those involved in the accident were
taken to hospital, it added. 

The interior ministry also commented on social
media claims accusing a senior interior ministry
official of covering up a complaint against a
Kuwaiti woman. It said the complaint against the
woman is related to a different case against anoth-
er suspect, so the complaint was referred to the
technical office to take the necessary action in case
it is proven there is a link between the two cases.
The department said this referral was done accord-
ing to legal procedures in this regard without inter-
ference from any party. It added legal action will be
taken as soon as investigations are complete. 

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Sibi George presents a memento to Indian Doctors Forum officials during a felicita-
tion ceremony at the Indian embassy Saturday. 

KUWAIT: Firefighters working on the scene of the collapse in Rumaithiya.


