
After humbling Phelps, 
Schooling seeks another 
shock at Tokyo Olympics
SINGAPORE: Singapore’s Joseph Schooling famously upset the
great Michael Phelps to win Olympic gold but he said “my biggest
rival is myself” as he bids to return to form at the Tokyo Games.
Schooling, the Southeast Asian city-state’s first Olympic cham-
pion, said the year’s pandemic delay had given him extra time to
prepare after a disappointing world championships in 2019.

The 25-year-old caused a sensation at Rio 2016, when he beat
his idol Phelps - who has a record 23 Olympic gold medals - by a
fingertip to win the 100m butterfly. Five years on, Schooling again
looks an outsider and although he still wants to win “more than
ever”, he admitted much of his fate was beyond his control.

“It is always a never-ending pursuit of trying to get better. Win
or lose, you’re going to give it your best,” he told AFP via email.
“In the past, I was always focused on winning, and I still am, I still
want to win more than ever. But at the same time, it is also impor-
tant to find a balance - the push and pull, letting go of what you
can and can’t control.”

‘Had to make some changes’ 
Schooling hasn’t been at his best since Rio, and he crashed out

in the heats of the 100m butterfly at the 2019 world championships
in South Korea. Later that year, he won only one individual title at
the Southeast Asian Games in the Philippines, and was criticized
by fans for being out of shape. “I simply wasn’t as prepared as I
should have been for those two meets,” Schooling said. “Having said
that, I recognized that I had to make some changes which I did.”

Schooling has been allowed to defer his compulsory national
service - set at two years for all Singaporean men - since 2014,
with an extension granted last year when the Tokyo Games were
postponed. “Despite the Tokyo Olympics being postponed, I think
you can find positives out of every negative,” he said. “It gives me
an extra year to get physically and mentally stronger, working on
the things that can get me to where I want to be... I look at the
extra year as a positive boost for myself.” Swimming against
Phelps was a clear motivator for Schooling, who was pho-
tographed with the now-retired American legend as a boy. Now,
he said: “My biggest rival is myself. I want to perform at the best
of my ability. — AFP 
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LOS ANGELES: Joel Embiid finished with 39
points as the Philadelphia 76ers won the battle
for first place in the Eastern Conference, holding
on to beat the short-handed Brooklyn Nets 123-
117 on Wednesday. Philadelphia, who are seek-
ing their first NBA championship since 1983, are
looking to earn the top seed and home court ad-
vantage in the postseason and Wednesday’s win
gives them the upper hand, at least for now, over
the second-place Nets.

The 76ers improved to 38-17 on the season,
just one game ahead of Brooklyn at 37-18. Em-
biid also shot 13-of-29 from the floor and pulled
down 13 rebounds as the 76ers saw their 22-
point lead slashed to just three in the fourth. To-
bias Harris added 26 points and Ben Simmons
finished with 17 points, nine assists and three
steals for the Sixers, who won their third straight.
Shake Milton had 15 points. 

The depleted Nets played without offensive
star James Harden, who is recovering from a
strained hamstring, and Kevin Durant who sits
out when the team has games on back-to-back
nights. Durant had eight turnovers in his last
game, a one-sided 126-101 loss to the Los An-
geles Lakers.

Kyrie Irving led the Nets with 37 points and
nine assists while Landry Shamet added 17
points and Jeff Green had 15. Bruce Brown
scored 14, and DeAndre Jordan finished with 12
points and 14 rebounds. Irving was a late addi-
tion to the lineup after he took time off for “per-

sonal reasons.”
The Nets have been playing with all or a por-

tion of their “Big Three” out for most of the sea-
son but they are hoping that everyone gets
healthy for the postseason. With the Sixers up
by double digits in the second half, Embiid was
hoping to have an early night and rest for the
fourth quarter. But the Nets had other plans,
making a late run to cut a 22-point lead to just
three. “The last three games I sat out the fourth
and I thought it would be the same. We made a
bunch of mistakes and turned the ball over. It can
happen,” said Embiid.

Elsewhere, Luka Doncic delivered another
clutch game winner, sinking an off-balance three
pointer to beat the buzzer and lift the Dallas
Mavericks to a 114-113 win over the Memphis
Grizzlies. Doncic scored 25 of his 29 points in the
second half and finished with nine assists to help
Dallas end a two-game losing streak. Kristaps
Porzingis chipped in 21 points for the Mavericks.
“I was kind of falling down. It’s kind of lucky, but
we’ll take it,” Doncic said.

Doncic scored the Mavericks’ final six points
of the contest with a layup, free throw and then
capping his incredible performance with a falling
three pointer. “He’s a really hard cover and that
why he’s an MVP candidate. He turned it on in
the second half and I give him a lot of credit,”
Grizzlies coach Taylor Jenkins said of Doncic.

Seventh place Dallas gave themselves a bit of
a buffer with the victory, extending their lead in

the standings to 2 1/2 games over the eighth-
place Grizzlies. “The last play was amazing. You
look at the last minute or so. In those situations,

you pull off a miracle in a game like that once in
a blue moon. It just doesn’t happen very often,”
said Dallas coach Rick Carlisle. — AFP  

Sixers win battle for top spot in 
East, Doncic hits clutch winner

PHILADELPHIA: DeAndre Jordan #6 of the Brooklyn Nets fouls Joel Embiid #21 of the Philadelphia 76ers in the third quarter
at the Wells Fargo Center on Wednesday. —AFP 

RIO DE JANEIRO: In this file photo taken on Aug 11, 2016, USA’s Michael Phelps
(left) and Singapore’s Joseph Schooling react during a swimming event at
the Rio 2016 Olympic Games at the Olympic Aquatics Stadium. —AFP 

Major League Soccer 
bullish for new season 
after pandemic chaos
LOS ANGELES: Major League Soccer’s 2021 season kicks
off today with league chiefs believing the competition has
emerged stronger than ever after the disruption caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic. Just over a year after MLS chiefs
called a halt to the 2020 season as the coronavirus swept
across North America, the 2021 campaign gets underway
with the league welcoming a 27th team as well as a plethora
of new purpose-built stadia.

With MLS academies also churning out a procession of
young players, some of whom have recently been snapped
up by clubs in Europe, it is little wonder that MLS Commis-
sioner Don Garber is bullish about the health of the league.
“The story in MLS is momentum,” Garber said this week
during a conference call with media. “More teams, more sta-
diums, more fans and more players that are representing the
excitement on the field. “We had momentum going into last
year, that got put on pause a bit with the pandemic, but now
that momentum has kicked back.” Nowhere is that sense of
momentum more evident than in the arrival of Texas expan-
sion franchise Austin FC, who make their debut tomorrow in
a nationally-televised away game against Los Angeles F.C.
Austin, who will play their home games in the new 20,500-
seat Q2 Stadium, have already sold 15,500 season tickets
with 15,000 more fans on a waiting list. —AFP  


