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SHANGHAI: Chinese President Xi Jinping will join a virtual climate
summit with France and Germany, Beijing announced yesterday, as
US envoy John Kerry visited Shanghai to drum up support from the
world’s biggest polluter for America’s drive to address environmental
challenges. Kerry, President Joe Biden’s climate tzar, is in China for
meetings with his counterparts until tomorrow-the first visit by an
official from the new US administration.

Kerry is not expected to meet with Xi, on a trip which has so far
taken place behind closed doors. Beijing unexpectedly announced Xi
would join an online French-German climate summit on Friday “at the
invitation of French President Emmanuel Macron”.

Kerry’s trip is seen as a chance for Beijing and Washington to put
aside high political tensions-following a heated initial meeting last
month between diplomats in the US-and focus on areas of potential
climate collaboration. The two sides clashed in Alaska over accusa-
tions about China’s policies in Hong Kong and its treatment of
Uyghurs in its northwestern Xinjiang region, criticisms China rejects
as interference in its domestic affairs.

Biden has made reversing the climate-skeptic policy of his pred-
ecessor Donald Trump a priority.

He has rejoined the 2015 Paris accord, and is hosting a virtual sum-
mit of world leaders next week which the US hopes will result in
stronger climate pledges. Chinese leader Xi is yet to confirm if he will
attend the summit.

The US consulate said Kerry arrived in China and would meet Chi-
nese counterparts at a Shanghai hotel in a day of closed-door talks.
Officials are expected to discuss environmental challenges, areas

which both China and the US say are top priorities, as well as the up-
coming UN-led climate talks to be held in Glasgow at the end of the
year. “At this point understanding each other’s expectations and am-
bition levels, and agreeing how to use those commitments to move
the international climate negotiations forward would already be an
important first step,” Lauri Myllyvirta, lead analyst at the Centre for
Research on Energy and Clean Air, said.

China, the world’s biggest polluter, announced an ambitious target
to be carbon-neutral by 2060, but analysts have warned high reliance
on coal and modest short-term targets could scupper the ambition.

‘Long way to go’ 
As Trump turned away from the national climate agenda, Xi made

bold promises to cut emissions. China “now shouldered the respon-
sibility of global climate governance” and won’t be part of a US-cen-
tered climate campaign, the nationalistic Global Times cited experts
saying yesterday. Biden has yet to announce any new targets under
the Paris agreement.  “Both countries have a long way to go to firm
up their targets and commitments for this decade,” said Myllyvirta.

No global solution on climate change is likely without both the US
and China on board, since the world’s top two economies together
account for nearly half of the world’s total greenhouse gas emissions.
Li Shuo from Greenpeace China said he hoped the talks might yield
agreements on China’s huge use of polluting coal.

“China is the largest coal consumer, it is still building coal-fired
power plants, both domestically and along the Belt and Road region,”
he told AFP, referring to China’s sprawling international infrastructure

plan.  “There needs to be a reverse on that. In terms of potential out-
comes, that would be top on my list.” 

While Beijing and Washington have clashed over Hong Kong and
Xinjiang, the climate issue is seen as a shared interest which cuts
through the rancor. —AFP 

China’s Xi to join European climate 
summit as Kerry arrives for talks

US envoy’s trip a chance for Beijing and Washington to put aside tensions

SHANGHAI: A security guard checks a car trying to entry the Dongjiao State Guest
Hotel in Shanghai yesterday where US climate envoy John Kerry is staying fol-
lowing his arrival for talks with his Chinese counterparts. —AFP

Hong Kong police
mark ‘national 
security day’ 
HONG KONG: Hong Kong police displayed a cuddly bear mas-
cot and unveiled a new goose-step march yesterday as the fi-
nancial hub held a “National Security Education Day”, part of its
push to instil patriotism in a city chafing under China’s rule. Bei-
jing blanketed Hong Kong in a sweeping national security law
last year in response to months of huge and often violent democ-
racy protests that convulsed the international business hub. Yes-
terday’s education day, the first since the security law’s
imposition last June, saw activities held across the city that bur-
nished the security forces and outlined the threats China per-
ceives it faces in Hong Kong.

At a morning ceremony attended by senior officials, Luo
Huining, Beijing’s top envoy in Hong Kong, gave a fiery speech
vowing to “strike down hard resistance and regulate soft resist-
ance”, warning that China was ready to “teach a lesson” to any
foreign power trying to use the city “as a chess piece”.

“For all deeds that endanger national security and Hong
Kong’s prosperity and stability, the central authorities will take
action as necessary,” he said. In 2019, huge crowds hit the streets
for seven straight months demanding democracy and greater po-
lice accountability in the worst unrest since the city’s 1997 han-
dover to China. —AFP

US envoy assures 
Taiwan ties are 
‘stronger than ever’
TAIPEI: Relations between Taiwan and the United States are “stronger
than ever”, an envoy for President Joe Biden said yesterday during a
visit to the democratic island as it faces increasingly hostile moves by
China. Former senator Christopher Dodd and former deputy secre-
taries of state Richard Armitage and James Steinberg were asked by
Biden to travel to Taipei this week, in the first such delegation since
the new US administration came to power.

“I can say with confidence the US partnership with Taiwan is
stronger than ever,” Dodd said as he met with President Tsai Ing-wen
yesterday morning. “You will find the Biden administration, madam
president, to be a reliable, trusted friend,” he added.  “I’m confident
this administration will help you expand your international space, sup-
port your investment in self-defense.”

Taiwan’s 23 million people live under the constant threat of invasion
by authoritarian China, which uses diplomatic, economic and military
pressure to keep the island isolated on the world stage.

Beijing claims Taiwan as its own territory and has vowed to one day
seize it. China’s sabre-rattling has increased considerably over the past
year, with fighter jets and nuclear-capable bombers breaching Taiwan’s
air defense zone on a near-daily basis. “Recently China has frequently dis-
patched military vessels and aircraft to carry out maneuvers in waters and
airspace surrounding Taiwan,” Tsai told Dodd. “These actions alter the
status quo in the Indo Pacific and threaten regional peace and stability.” 

A record 25 Chinese military jets and bombers breached Taiwan’s
defense zone on Monday just ahead of the visit, which Beijing con-

demned. The exercises have rattled senior US military figures who have
publicly warned policy makers in recent weeks that Beijing may be
considering an invasion.

Analysts are divided on how likely such a drastic move is and warn
any invasion could prove enormously costly to China, despite its mili-
tary might. Washington has diplomatically recognized Beijing over Tai-
wan since 1979. But it maintains relations with Taipei and is bound by
an act of Congress to sell the island defensive weapons. It also opposes
any attempt by China to change Taiwan’s future by force.

This week’s delegation comes on the 42nd anniversary of that leg-
islation-the Taiwan Relations Act-which Biden signed when he was a
young senator. It also comes after the State Department said on Friday
it was issuing new guidelines to allow US officials to meet more easily
with Taiwanese counterparts. —AFP

TAIPEI: Former US Senator Chris Dodd (left) speaks at a meeting with Taiwan
President Tsai Ing-wen at the presidential office in Taipei yesterday. —AFP


