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WASHINGTON:  A US congressional committee voted Wednesday to
advance to the whole House of Representatives a bill on federal slavery
reparation payments to African Americans, in a historic step on an issue
gaining momentum during the nation’s reckoning on racial justice.

The move represents the first-ever congressional vote on the issue
of reparations for the descendants of enslaved people in the United
States. The bill passed the House Judiciary Committee with a vote of
25 to 17 along strict party lines, with no Republicans voting to bring
the bill in front of the whole House. The committee had engaged in a
late-night discussion about the bill, which would create a commission
to study and develop proposals for reparations to Black people.

But it faces major challenges in a closely divided Congress, where
more than 150 Democrats co-sponsored the measure.  The first ver-
sion of the bill was introduced more than 30 years ago but never ad-
vanced. It addresses the period of slavery and discrimination in the
United States from 1619 to the present day, and would establish a
commission that will study and propose remedies including financial
reparations. House Democrat Sheila Jackson Lee, the bill’s chief spon-
sor, said such a commission would be a long-overdue effort to con-
front the stark societal disparities occurring in Black communities
today, and recommend solutions.

It would provide a “road map for the truth of the brutality and the
onerous and terrible burden placed on African Americans, and this
nation, by slavery,” she told the committee.

Lee, who is Black, also delivered a message to her Republican col-
leagues: “Do not cancel us tonight,” she implored.  “Do not ignore
the pain, the history-and the reasonableness of this commission.”

President Joe Biden met Tuesday with members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus at the White House where they discussed the
reparations issue. Lee, who attended the meeting, said Biden re-
mained “committed” to the bill. Judiciary Committee chairman Jerrold
Nadle said the legislation is intended to “begin a national conversa-
tion about how to confront the brutal mistreatment of African Amer-
icans during chattel slavery, Jim Crow segregation, and the enduring
structural racism that remains endemic to our society today.”

But Nadler stressed that the measure makes no conclusion about
how to properly atone for and make recompense for slavery, segre-
gation and their shameful legacy. Republicans acknowledged the evils
of slavery, but they nonetheless spoke out against the legislation, with
some criticizing the commission’s expected $20 million cost.

“I would very much caution against going down this road,” House
Republican Chip Roy told the session. “It takes us away from the im-
portant dream of judging people by the content of their character and
not the color of their skin.” Wednesday’s vote comes during the high-
profile trial of former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin, who
is charged with the murder of George Floyd. The Black man’s death
last May triggered protests highlighting the country’s racial injustices.

‘Systemic’ discrimination 
Approximately four million Africans and their descendants were

enslaved in the original colonies and the United States between 1619
and 1865, a history that some lawmakers described Wednesday as
“the original sin” of the United States. The bill says that in the decades
following slavery, the government helped create “persistent systemic

structures of discrimination on living African Americans.”  Black
Americans continue to suffer “debilitating economic, educational, and
health hardships” compared to white Americans, the bill notes, in-
cluding an unemployment rate more than twice that of whites, and an
average of less than 1/16 of the wealth of white families. —AFP
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WASHINGTON: In this file photo a demonstrator waves an American flag with the
words “Not Free” painted on it in front of the Washington Monument during a
Juneteenth march and rally in Washington, DC. —AFP

No uniforms for royals 
at Prince Philip’s funeral
LONDON: The British royals are all to wear civilian clothing at
Prince Philip’s funeral to avoid awkwardness over which princes are
entitled to military uniform, British media reported yesterday. The
Duke of Edinburgh, who died last Friday, will be buried tomorrow at
Windsor Castle, west of London, with just 30 mourners, most of them
close family. Queen Elizabeth II is understood to have decided that
all the royals will wear civilian clothing, The Sun tabloid and other
media reported. The funeral would otherwise have emphasized for-
mer British Army captain Prince Harry’s loss of honorary military titles
after his shock departure from royal life last year.

Harry, the Duke of Sussex, was stripped of his military titles after
stepping away from senior royal duties and moving to California with
his wife, Meghan. While Harry-the Queen’s grandson-did two tours
of duty in Afghanistan, he is only allowed to wear a suit with service
medals. Another potential row comes in the shape of the monarch’s
second son Prince Andrew, a former Royal Navy helicopter pilot who
saw action in the 1982 Falklands War. He has been sidelined from
public duties because of outrage at his defense of his friendship with
the convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. He was set to take the
honorary rank of admiral for his 60th birthday but the appointment
was put on hold. The Sun said there would have been “serious dis-
pleasure” in the Navy had he gone ahead with the uniform plan. The
Daily Telegraph reported that royals had held “intense discussions”
to allay concerns about embarrassing the family if Andrew and
Harry-the only royals to have seen frontline service-were not wear-
ing uniform. —AFP

Myanmar military 
shoots at protesting 
medical workers
YANGON: Myanmar’s military opened fire on protesting healthcare
workers yesterday, killing at least one bystander as the demonstrators
fled for safety to a nearby mosque. 

The country has been in turmoil since the military seized power
from civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi on February 1, triggering a mas-
sive uprising that the junta has sought to quell using lethal force.  But
protesters have continued taking to the streets, this week using the
Myanmar New Year holiday of Thingyan as their latest rallying point
as the normal festivities have been cancelled. 

In Myanmar’s second-largest city Mandalay, a demonstration by
medical workers yesterday turned violent when soldiers opened fire,
sending them running to the mosque.  “They were shooting every-
where... they were targeting the Sule mosque compound because peo-
ple in there were hiding protesters,” said an eyewitness.

A 30-year-old man who lived in the compound was shot dead, and
at least two others were injured, said a doctor who treated the
wounded.  “The man who died was shot from the back and it pene-
trated through his chest,” he said.

A medic who participated in the protest said he saw the arrest of
six nurses and doctors during the crackdown. “We lost contact with
some medical team members as well,” he told AFP.  Myanmar’s health-
care workers have been at the forefront of a nationwide civil disobe-
dience movement, refusing to return to work under a military regime.
Their absence has left many of the country’s hospitals unstaffed during
the pandemic. 

Civil servants from other sectors have followed suit, bringing the
operation of the country’s banks, schools, railway operations, and busi-
nesses to a halt.  The junta has tried to force people back to work, and
yesterday, state-run media reported that at least 20 doctors partici-
pating in the movement will be charged for attempting to “deteriorate
peace and stability”.

So far, more than 700 civilians have been killed in anti-coup unrest,
according to a local monitoring group, and more than 3,000 have been
detained. A well-known protest leader was arrested yesterday in cen-
tral Monywa city-he was leading a demonstration by motorbike when
a car rammed into him. 

“Wai Moe Naing was arrested... I saw his motorcycle hit by the car
from afar,” fellow activist Hein Zaw Win told AFP, vowing to “continue
our protests until we win.” —AFP

This handout photo taken and released by Dawei Watch yesterday shows pro-
testers taking part in a demonstration against the military coup in Dawei’s
Launglone township. —AFP


