
ADDIS ABABA: Eritrean soldiers killed three peo-
ple when they opened fire on civilians this week in
Ethiopia’s northern Tigray region, Amnesty Inter-
national said. The incident took place in the town
of Adwa early Monday, more than two weeks after
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed vowed Er-
itrean troops would leave Tigray amid a growing
international outcry over human rights abuses. 

AFP reported on the incident Tuesday, citing
doctors and medical workers who said 19 people
were injured, but had not confirmed the deaths.
“Three people lost their lives and at least 19 others
are in hospital from yet another unlawful attack by
Eritrean troops on civilians in Tigray. Deliberate at-
tacks on civilians are prohibited by international
humanitarian law and must stop,” Amnesty East
Africa deputy director Sarah Jackson said in a
statement.

Jackson reiterated Amnesty’s call for an inter-
national investigation of human rights abuses in
Tigray, including possible war crimes and crimes
against humanity. Eritrea has not responded to re-
quests for comment about the Adwa shootings.   It
has previously denied reports Eritreans have com-
mitted mass killings and rapes in the five-month-
old conflict. 

Abiy, winner of the 2019 Nobel Peace Prize,
sent federal troops into Tigray in November to de-
tain and disarm leaders of the once dominant re-
gional ruling party, the Tigray People’s Liberation
Front (TPLF).

He said the move came in response to TPLF-or-
chestrated attacks on army camps. Abiy declared
victory within weeks, but combat has continued

and analysts warn of a prolonged stalemate. Addis
Ababa and Asmara long denied Eritreans were in-
volved in the war, contradicting testimony from res-
idents, rights groups, aid workers, diplomats and
even some Ethiopian civilian and military officials.
Abiy finally acknowledged their presence in March
while speaking to lawmakers. It is unclear how
many Eritrean soldiers are in the region or whether
any have left in recent weeks.

Amnesty’s statement Wednesday cited six wit-
nesses who described how Eritrean soldiers drove
through the center of Adwa shooting at random.
“We scattered in different directions. I hid in the
drainage... They were shooting from the backs of
the moving trucks,” said one witness, identified by
the pseudonym Teklu for security reasons.

Like witnesses interviewed by AFP, Teklu said
the Eritreans were easily identifiable because
they spoke Tigrinya — the main language in
Tigray and Eritrea — rode in vehicles with Er-
itrean number plates and wore “Eritrean defence
force camouflages”. 

Meanwhile, the United Nations Security
Council was set to meet yesterday to discuss the
crisis in Ethiopia’s northern Tigray region follow-
ing a US request, diplomatic sources said
Wednesday. The 15 Security Council members
will hear from UN humanitarian chief Mark Low-
cock, who will talk about the continued difficul-
ties in getting aid to refugees, according to the
UN. In early March Lowcock called for Eritrea to
withdraw its troops from Tigray, in the first
recognition by a UN official of Eritrea’s involve-
ment in the fighting there. 

UN officials in Geneva have accused the Er-
itrean army of committing war crimes and crimes
against humanity in Tigray. Asmara rejects the ac-
cusations. Yesterday’s meeting will be a closed-
door session similar to the March 4 meeting on
Tigray. At that time China and Russia opposed
adopting a unanimous statement calling for an
end to violence in the region as both countries

consider the matter an internal Ethiopian affair.
Ethiopia is a longstanding US ally, but Wash-

ington has been increasingly alarmed since Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed launched a military offen-
sive in Tigray in November. US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken has spoken of “ethnic cleansing”
in Tigray, where Eritrean troops also intervened
to fight the local ruling party. —AFP
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Missile debris sparks
fire at Saudi university
RIYADH: Debris from missiles fired by Yemen’s Houthi rebels into
Saudi Arabia caused a small fire on a university campus in the king-
dom’s south, the Riyadh-led military coalition operating in Yemen said.
Saudi air defense intercepted five ballistic missiles and four drones de-
ployed by Yemeni rebels on Wednesday night and yesterday morning,
according to the coalition.  The missiles were fired and drones sent
from Yemen’s Sa’ada province, a rebel stronghold in the north of the
country, toward the Saudi city of Jizan, said coalition spokesman Turki
Al-Maliki. “Debris fell on the campus of Jizan University, causing a
small fire which was brought under control and there were no casual-
ties,” the spokesman said, according to the official Saudi news agency
SPA.  Maliki condemned the escalating Houthi air campaign against
“civilian targets”, warning that these “hostile acts constitute war
crimes”.  A Huthi spokesman in the northern capital of Sanaa said that
11 missiles and drones had targeted facilities belonging to the Saudi oil
giant Aramco. Patriot anti-missile batteries and other “sensitive facili-
ties” were also targeted by the Huthis in Jizan, a rebel military
spokesman said according to the Huthis’ Al-Masirah television. —AFP

Somalia condemns 
‘threats’ from 
foreign allies
MOGADISHU: Somalia has accused some of its foreign backers
of undermining its sovereignty after the embattled government
was threatened with sanctions over a decision to extend its man-
date by two years. President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed on
Wednesday signed into law a “special resolution”  extending his
time in office, despite his term expiring in February, and repeat
warnings that such a move would not be supported by western
powers.

It followed a total collapse in UN-backed talks between the
central government in Mogadishu and two of Somalia’s semi-au-
tonomous states over how to proceed with delayed elections in
the fragile nation.

Key foreign allies and financial supporters have rebuked the
decision in strong terms. They say the mandate extension threat-
ens peace and stability in Somalia and distracts from its fight
against the Al-Shabaab Islamist group. The United States, a key
partner in the war on terror, and the European Union has warned
of sanctions and other penalties should talks toward elections
between the feuding parties not urgently resume. “While we ap-

preciate the concerns of our friends and international partners
for Somalia’s stability and security, it is regrettable to witness
champions of democratic principles falling short of supporting
the aspirations of the Somali people to exercise their democratic
rights,” Somalia’s foreign ministry said in a statement issued late
Wednesday,

“Inflammatory statements laden with threats, which undermine
the political independence and sovereign rights of national insti-
tutions, will only serve to embolden terrorist organizations and
anti-peace elements in Somalia.” It said the government stood by
the lower house of parliament in its decision to approve the man-
date extension, declaring it lawful and necessary to pave the way
for free and fair elections. The government has promised a one-
person, one-vote election within two years. Past administrations
have made similar pledges but no such vote has been held in half
a century in the Horn of Africa nation.

The upper house was not permitted to consider the mandate
extension, and the speaker of the Senate declared the legislation
null and void. The US said Tuesday it was “deeply disappointed”
in the move and warned “such actions would be deeply divisive”
and erode the progress toward peace made in tandem with the
international community.

Somalia received $2 billion (1.67 billion euros) in overseas de-
velopment assistance in both 2017 and 2018, according to Somali
government data. The EU and US were among the top contribu-
tors of this aid, which represents roughly a quarter of the Gross
Domestic Product of the impoverished country. —AFP

MEKELE: Displaced children from Western Tigray wait at meal time to receive food outside a classroom in the
school where they are sheltering in Tigray’s capital Mekele. —AFP


