
LOS ANGELES: Joel Embiid scored 35 points as
the Philadelphia 76ers returned to top spot in the
Eastern Conference on Tuesday with a 106-96 vic-
tory over the Boston Celtics. Cameroonian star
Embiid, playing in his second game since returning
from a 10-game injury layoff, led from the front as
the Sixers overpowered the Celtics in the third and
final regular season meeting of the two teams.

Danny Green added 17 points while Ben
Simmons had 12. Tobias Harris and Furkan Korkmaz
finished with 10 points apiece as the Sixers
improved to 35-16 to edge ahead of the Brooklyn
Nets in the East. Despite his 35-point display,
Embiid believes he is still not firing on all cylinders
as he works his way back from injury.

“It’s only my second game back,” Embiid said.
“I’m still working through it to get back to the
shape I was in before I got hurt, but I’m feeling
great. “The body feels healthy. It’s all about me
putting game together and getting back to where I
was.” Embiid however was disgusted with his
shooting performance from the free throw line.
Despite making 16 of 20 attempts for an 80 per-
cent success rate, Embiid believes it should have
been more.

‘Too many misses’
“Too many misses,” Embiid said. “I should be a 90

percent free throw shooter. That’s why I get pissed
off — they’re called free throws. I should be making
more.” A disappointing night at the TD Garden for
the hosts saw Boston booed by their own fans mid-
way through the third quarter as the Sixers surged
into a 21-point lead after a Simmons layup.

Although the Celtics closed the margin to 10
points at the buzzer, the contest was effectively
over long before the end. Celtics coach Brad
Stevens said his team had paid the price for a lack

of precision. “We were loose with our passes, we
took too much of a gamble, too much of a risk and
it backfired,” Stevens said. “You have to be sure
with the ball against them because otherwise they
get running in transition. They are big, strong phys-
ical guys that take you where they want to go. It
puts you in a bind if you’re not able to hold your
ground individually. They play a physical brand of
basketball.”

Jayson Tatum led the Boston scorers with 20
points while Jaylen Brown finished with 17 as
Marcus Smart and Kemba Walker added 14 apiece.
The defeat leaves the Celtics with a 25-26 record
for eighth place in the Eastern Conference.

Curry too hot for Bucks
Elsewhere Tuesday, Steph Curry delivered

another mesmerising MVP-worthy performance
with 41 points as the Golden State Warriors took
advantage of the absence of Giannis
Antetokounmpo to clinch a 122-121 victory over the
Milwaukee Bucks.

Curry went 14-of-21 from the field as the
Warriors overturned a 10-point deficit with four
minutes remaining to claim victory. “We needed
this in the worst way considering how the last 16 or
so games have gone,” Curry said, referring to the
Warriors’ dismal recent run of form. 

The Dubs had won just four of their 16 previous
games heading into Tuesday’s home game at the
Chase Center, and were battered 130-77 by
Toronto last week. “We just needed a win to feel
good about ourselves,” Curry added. “It gives you
confidence and it should help us build our identity.
It’s big for us as we make a playoff push. It helps
some of the younger guys understand what win-
ning is like.” The Warriors are 10th in the Western
Conference standings, just outside the playoff

places with 24 wins and 27 losses.
In Tampa, the injury-hit Los Angeles Lakers had

seven players in double figures in a 110-101 win
over the Toronto Raptors to kick off a daunting
five-game road trip with an encouraging victory.
Talen Horton-Tucker led the Lakers scoring off the
bench with 17 points in just over 25 minutes on
court as the NBA champions bounced back from

their humiliating 104-86 rout by the Los Angeles
Clippers on Sunday.

“We got embarrassed on Sunday against the
Clippers,” Lakers coach Frank Vogel said. “We
were all on a long flight angry about how that game
went. “Our mindset was to take it out on the
Raptors and we did, thanks to great ball movement,
and an angry, nasty defensive disposition.” — AFP
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Embiid leads Sixers romp over
Celtics, Curry downs Bucks

BOSTON: Joel Embiid #21 of the Philadelphia 76ers shoots the ball against the Boston Celtics on Tuesday at the TD
Garden in Boston, Massachusetts. — AFP

Masters field
facing supreme
test at firm and
fast Augusta
AUGUSTA: Augusta National has
served a warning to the world’s great-
est golfers with firm and fast condi-
tions like some have never seen ahead
of today’s start of the 85th Masters.
Five months after Dustin Johnson
shattered the course record with a
20-under par 268 in rain-softened
conditions, the Masters is back in its
typical April setting and serving up
lightning-fast greens with firm fair-
ways to roll balls into danger. “With
firm greens, this golf course needs to
be respected, three-time Masters
winner Phil Mickelson said. “And I
think it has been a long time since it
has had to be respected.” 

Reigning US Open champion
Bryson DeChambeau, whose power-
driving game could benefit from long
rolls on many holes, says he will focus
on his irons into notoriously undulat-
ing Augusta greens. “I’ve never seen it
this fast, this quick, this early, but I
certainly love the challenge,”
DeChambeau said. “We had a hole
location on 17... if you just got it past
the hole, it would roll off the front of
the green. Literally it moves a dimple
and it’s gone.”

Spain’s Sergio Garcia, the 2017
Masters winner, makes his 22nd start
at Augusta National and he’s seen
nothing like this. “The greens are
probably the fastest and firmest I’ve
seen them on a Monday or Tuesday
forever,” he said. “If we get lucky and
the weather stays nice, it’s going to be
a challenging Masters. The way it’s
playing right now, there are some
holes, some pin positions... some of
them are almost impossible to get to.”
Storylines abound, with Johnson try-
ing to join Tiger Woods, Nick Faldo
and Jack Nicklaus as the only back-
to-back Masters winners. “With it
firm and fast, it’s just a really hard golf
course,” Johnson said. “Any hole at
any time can jump out and get you.”

Second-ranked Justin Thomas,
who can overtake Johnson for world
number one with a victory, comes off
a win in last month’s Players
Championship. The 2017 PGA
Championship winner has improved
every year he has played. After fin-
ishing fourth in last year’s Covid-19
delayed event, there’s not much room
left without a green jacket. “I know I
can play this place well,” Thomas
said. “I feel like it’s a place that I’m
going to win at some point, at least I
hope, and I feel like I can do it multi-
ple times.”

Four-time major winner Rory
McIlroy will try to complete a career
Grand Slam with a Masters victory.
“Going to be a huge premium on
accuracy, landing your golf ball on
your numbers and being precise with
your iron play,” McIlroy said. “The

ball  is not stopping so you’re
inevitably going to miss a few greens
and scrambling is going to be key,
too.” Four-time major winner Brooks
Koepka is playing after right knee
surgery on March 12. He’s in pain and
will have trouble bending down to
retrieve balls from cups. “I don’t have
that much motion in my knee,” he said.
“Getting down, it’s going to look fun-
ny, I know that. But what are you
going to do?”

A reduced number of spectators
are allowed this week, the first at any
major since 2019, and they will return
roars to the weekend drama. “Patrons

play such a massive role, the echos,
the roars down in the valley,” 2015
champion Jordan Spieth said.
“Especially come the weekend, it
won’t take many people for it to feel
close enough to normal to be a fan-
tastic event.”

Tenth-ranked Patrick Cantlay
expects conditions to bring out the
roars. “I expect it to get really firm
and fast and that’s when this golf
course shines,”  Cantlay said.
“Everyone loves seeing the chips
and putts that seem to trickle out
forever and take forever to get to
the hole.” — AFP

AUGUSTA: Phil Mickelson of the United States works on the range during a practice
round prior to the Masters at Augusta National Golf Club yesterday in Augusta,
Georgia. —AFP

Man Utd, Arsenal
set for Europa
League quarters
PARIS: Manchester United head to Spanish sur-
prise package Granada while Arsenal take on Slavia
Prague, but Ajax against Roma may be the tie of the
round. AFP Sport looks ahead to the Europa
League quarter-finals ahead of the first legs tonight

Emery the Europa League expert
Unai Emery won the Europa League in three

consecutive years with Sevilla and took Arsenal to
the 2019 final. When he was appointed by Villarreal
last summer he said he dreamed of winning a trophy
with a club that has been one of the most consistent
in Spain in the last 15 years, with nine top-five fin-
ishes in La Liga. There have been four European
semi-finals too, but they have never won a major
trophy or reached a final.

With Emery, they are currently sixth in La Liga
and have been excellent in Europe, cruising through
their group before eliminating Red Bull Salzburg and
Dynamo Kiev. Now they face perennial Croatian
champions Dinamo Zagreb who are enjoying their
best European run since the 1960s after stunning
Jose Mourinho’s Tottenham Hotspur in the last 16.
Croatian international Mislav Orsic is the man to
watch after his brilliant hat-trick did for Spurs.

Ajax eyeing another final
On paper this is the tie of round, as the runaway

Dutch league leaders welcome visitors from Serie A
to Amsterdam for the first leg. Four-time European
champions Ajax are enjoying another deep run in
continental competition soon after reaching the
Europa League final in 2017 and the Champions

League semi-finals in 2019. Erik ten Hag was in
charge two years ago and is still at the helm now with
Ajax beating Lille and Young Boys after dropping
out of the Champions League in the group stage.

Roma’s hopes of qualifying for the Champions
League from Serie A have been hit by a slump in
form so the opportunity to get there by winning this
competition should not be sniffed at. They have
already eliminated Braga and Shakhtar Donetsk in
the knockout rounds.

Slavia threat for Arsenal
For the second year running Arsenal’s poor

league form under Mikel Arteta has left them look-
ing to cup competitions for success. FA Cup win-
ners last year, the Gunners’ only hope of silverware
this season is in the Europa League, and this com-
petition — in which they reached the 2019 final —
almost certainly offers their best chance of return-
ing to the Champions League next season.

After winning all six group games and then edg-
ing Benfica and Olympiakos, Arsenal can neverthe-
less not afford to take Slavia Prague lightly. The
Czech champions are on a 21-game unbeaten run
which includes knocking Leicester City and
Rangers out of Europe. The latter tie was marred by
accusations by Rangers midfielder Glen Kamara
that he was racially abused by Slavia centre-back
Ondrej Kudela, who will miss Thursday’s game in
London with what his club described as “a bruised
nose” and “high fever”.

Man Utd too strong for Granada?
United shrugged off the disappointment of

being knocked out of the Champions League in the
group stage to claim impressive wins against Real
Sociedad and AC Milan in the Europa League. The
Old Trafford side are chasing a first trophy since
winning this competition in 2017 and on paper they
should be too strong for Granada, even if Anthony
Martial is out injured and Eric Bailly has tested

positive for COVID-19.
Granada have slumped to ninth in La Liga but

have enjoyed a brilliant debut European campaign,
notably beating PSV Eindhoven away in the group
stage and eliminating Napoli in the last 32 before
defeating United boss Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s old
club Molde of Norway in the round of 16. “On
Thursday we are going to play one of the most
important matches in our history,” said Granada
coach Diego Martinez, who won the Europa
League during his time as an assistant coach to
Emery at Sevilla. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s Norwegian man-
ager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer on the pitch after the
English Premier League football match between
Manchester United and Brighton and Hove Albion at
Old Trafford in Manchester, north west England, on
April 4, 2021. —AFP

Greek gymnasts
allege decades of
abuse by coaches
ATHENS: Nearly two dozen Greek gymnasts
alleged they suffered decades of abuse and
neglect “bordering on torture” at the hands of
their coaches, in a letter published yesterday.
The letter was sent this week to Greek
President Katerina Sakellaropoulou and Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis by 22 female and
male athletes, revealed by Greek daily EfSyn. It
alleged “harsh and abusive” practices dating
back to 1985 included forced fasting, psycho-
logical and physical punishment and sexual
harassment.

“For the first time, a cry of protest by a large
number of gymnastics athletes about psycho-
logical and physical abuse is expressed en
masse,” the athletes’ lawyer Alexandros
Adamidis told the newspaper. There was no
immediate response to the allegations from the
gymnastics federation, which in March elected
a new chairman for the first time in 14 years.

The letter said coaches would slap, kick,
shove and throw objects at athletes during
training, even dragging some girls by the hair.
On occasion, coaches would remove protective
mats, causing injuries. Some of the athletes
were forced to train while injured, the letter
says. Disciplinary measures allegedly included
forcing athletes to train in extreme tempera-
tures and denying them toilet breaks. Because
of strict weight requirements, some athletes
starved themselves to the point of fainting, and
resorted to secretly eating toothpaste and food
leftovers scavenged from hotel bins, it said.

Prominent Greek gymnasts have previously
accused the federation of failing to ensure
proper training facilities. After the Greece’s
main gymnastics indoor hall at Agios Kosmas,
Athens flooded last June, Olympic champion
Lefteris Petrounias said the country’s squad
was forced to train at a disadvantage to other
nations. “Every time it rains we are forced to
stop training. Our equipment is frequently
destroyed,” Petrounias said on Facebook,
before emergency repairs were ordered. 

Earlier this week, after an asymmetric bars
frame collapsed during training at the Agios
Kosmas facility, Petrounias’ coach Dimitris
Raftis told Kathimerini daily that no federation
official had inspected the hall’s gymnastics
equipment in years. “We have been saying this
for years...but they did not take us seriously
because they know how much we love (the
sport),” Raftis told the daily.

‘Medieval’ management
He also noted that rodent droppings had

been found in the gymnastics foam pit, calling
the previous management “medieval”.
Petrounias won gold on the rings in Rio in 2016
and Greece also won artistic gymnastics
medals in the 2000 and 2004 Olympics.

Greece in recent months has been rocked by
a wave of allegations of sexual abuse in the
fields of arts, sport and education. More than
three years after the #MeToo movement sur-
faced in the United States, the code of silence
in Greece was broken in December by a two-
time Olympic sailing medallist, Sofia Bekatorou.
Bekatorou said that when she was 21 she was
subjected to “sexual harassment and abuse” by
a senior federation member in his hotel room,
shortly after trials for the 2000 Sydney
Olympics. — AFP


