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China sentences 
Uyghur ex-govt 
officials to death 
BEIJING: Two Uyghur former government officials in
China’s Xinjiang have been handed death sentences
for carrying out “separatist activities”, a court said, as
Beijing comes under increasing fire for its actions
towards minority groups in the region. Shirzat
Bawudun, a former head of the Xinjiang department of
justice has been sentenced to death with a two-year
reprieve on the charge of “splitting the country”,
according to a statement released Tuesday on the
Xinjiang government website.

Bawudun had conspired with a terrorist organiza-
tion, taken bribes, and carried out separatist activities,
Wang Langtao, vice president of the Xinjiang Higher
People’s Court, said at a press conference. Bawudun
was found guilty of colluding with the East Turkestan
Islamic Movement (ETIM) — listed as a “terrorist”
group by the United Nations-after meeting a key
member of the group in 2003, according to state news
agency Xinhua. The US removed the group from its list
of terror groups last November, saying there was “no
credible evidence that ETIM continues to exist.”

Bawudun also illegally proved “information to for-
eign forces” as well as carrying out “illegal religious
activities at his daughter’s wedding”, Xinhua said. The
court statement said Sattar Sawut-former director of
the Xinjiang education department-was also sen-
tenced to death with a two-year reprieve after being
found guilty of crimes of separatism and taking bribes.

Sawut was found guilty of incorporating ethnic
separatism, violence, terrorism, and religious extrem-
ism content into textbooks in the Uyghur language,
officials said. The court said the textbooks had influ-
enced several people to participate in attacks in the
capital Urumqi including riots that resulted in at least
200 deaths in 2009.  Others became “key members of
a separatist group” headed by former college teacher
Ilham Tohti-a Uyghur economist jailed for life on sepa-
ratism charges in 2014. Rights groups believe at least
one million Uyghurs and other mostly Muslim minori-
ties have been incarcerated in camps across Xinjiang.
The United States says “genocide” has been inflicted
on the Uyghurs and other Muslim minorities in the
region, while Beijing has denied all allegations of abus-
es and has insisted its policies in Xinjiang are neces-
sary to counter violent extremism. —AFP

Senegalese Muslims bury unidentified dead
Somber ceremonies at Dakar cemetery simply a sense of duty and charity
DAKAR: Neither Mohamed Diop nor his fellow
mourners knew any of the people they were bury-
ing. What had prompted these people to attend the
funeral, a somber Islamic ceremony at a cemetery in
Dakar, was not love, friendship or even knowledge
of the deceased, but simply a sense of duty and
charity. For almost 10 years, volunteers with the
Jamiyatou Rahmati Wal Ihsani (JRWI, or
Association for Solidarity and Perfection in Arabic)
have taken it upon themselves to provide the
unidentified dead with a Muslim funeral.

For the dead to be buried in a mass grave without
Islamic rites would be considered an abomination in
a country which is 90-percent Muslim. On a day in
late March, 28 bodies without names — 23 men, two
women and three children-received a dignified bur-
ial, with several hundred people in attendance.

The JRWI activates its network for the funerals,
but not all the mourners are members. Faith, a
sense of duty and the hope of divine recognition
are some of the reasons why people gather to
honor those to whom they have no ties. “I came
thinking of my final fate. I do it hoping for a divine

reward, and it is not the first time,” acknowledged
Diop, who is in his twenties.

Mohamed Gueye, an imam in a poor Dakar
neighborhood, recalled what inspired him to help
found the charitable organization. “One day I saw a
vehicle enter the cemetery and leave shortly after-
wards. “When I asked, they told me it had to do
with unidentified people who were being buried and
that it was often in a mass grave, without respect for
Islamic rules.”

They include a ritual washing of the body, a
white shroud and a prayer, the imam explained.
Giving unknown people a proper burial is some-
thing “that we do for God,” he added. 

Nameless dead 
JWRI volunteers recover the people to be buried

at public hospitals, as they had done that day at one
called Le Dantec. Hospitals must keep deceased
patients for 45 days before they are placed in the
association’s care, it said. Senegalese hospitals did
not respond to questions from AFP on the subject.

It was not known how many unidentified people

die each year, nor what happens to bodies if the
association cannot take care of them. It is not
uncommon for bodies remain unidentified or for
families not to claim them-the reasons can be vari-
ous, from breakdowns in family ties to administra-
tive failings. The head of the capital’s fire services,
Colonel Papa Ange Michel Diatta, said unidentified
bodies may be victims of road accidents, homeless
people, or others who suffer from mental illness.

Once they have dealt with the emergency, the
fire service leaves it up to hospitals to identify the
deceased. In November, JRWI also buried 13 clan-
destine migrants.

The group had suspended burials owing to the
coronavirus pandemic to avoid exposing volunteers
and because large gatherings were banned. 

A simple prayer and grave 
“In nine years, we have buried 1,029 people in

Dakar and other regions,” said Lamine Mandiang,
the JRWI secretary general who works in the oil
sector. A group burial can cost the equivalent of
almost 700 euros ($800), about half the average

per capita annual income, according to World
Bank data, and the association does not always
have the money, imam Gueye says. It depends on
contributions from members and others, aid from
municipal governments or other public institutions,
and a foundation sponsored by Marieye Faye Sall,
Senegal’s first lady. Her “Fondation Servir le
Senegal” (Serving Senegal Foundation) has pro-
vided vehicles to transport the deceased and
mourners.

A column of hearses, ambulances and buses
made its way from Le Dantec hospital along a 15-
kilometre (nine-mile) route to Dakar’s Muslim
cemetery. JRWI volunteers wearing green and
orange uniforms unloaded the bodies, brought them
into a small mosque, where a prayer was said, and
bore them to a grave that had been dug beforehand.
Another imam, Mohamed Samb, said a final prayer,
noting also that there were many tombs nearby that
were fancier than stipulated under Islamic rules.

The 28 unidentified bodies will lie beneath a
mound marked by a simple stone with no incription,
Samb said. —AFP

DAKAR: Volunteers of the Association For Solidarity and Perfection carry one of the twenty eight unidentified corpses to a Mosque ahead of a Prayer in Dakar. —AFP

Backlash after 
Pakistan PM 
links rape to how
women dress
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan rights campaigners have
accused Prime Minister Imran Khan of “baffling
ignorance” after the former playboy cricketer
blamed how women dress for a rise in rape cases.
In a weekend interview on live television, Oxford-
educated Khan said an increase in rapes indicated
the “consequences in any society where vulgarity
is on the rise”.

“The incidents of rape of women... (have) actually
very rapidly increased in society,” he said. He
advised women to cover up to prevent temptation.
“This entire concept of purdah is to avoid tempta-
tion, not everyone has the willpower to avoid it,” he
said, using a term that can refer to modest dress or
the segregation of the sexes.  Hundreds have signed
a statement circulating online Wednesday calling
Khan’s comments “factually incorrect, insensitive
and dangerous”.

“Fault rests solely with the rapist and the system

that enables the rapist, including a culture fostered
by statements such as those made by (Khan),” the
statement said. The Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan, an independent rights watchdog, said
Tuesday it was “appalled” by the comments. 

“Not only does this betray a baffling ignorance
of where, why and how rape occurs, but it also lays
the blame on rape survivors, who, as the govern-
ment must know, can range from young children to
victims of honor crimes,” it said. Pakistan is a deeply
conservative country where victims of sexual abuse
are often viewed with suspicion and criminal com-
plaints are rarely seriously investigated. 

Much of the country lives under an “honor” code
where women who bring “shame” on the family can
be subjected to violence or murder. It regularly
ranks among the worst places in the world for gen-
der equality.  Nationwide protests erupted last year
when a police chief admonished a gang-rape victim
for driving at night without a male companion. 

The Franco-Pakistani mother was assaulted in
front of her children on the side of a motorway after
her car ran out of fuel.  Last year, Khan was also
criticized  after another television appearance
where he failed to challenge a Muslim cleric’s insis-
tence that coronavirus had been unleashed because
of the wrongdoings of women.  The latest contro-
versy comes as the organizers behind International
Women’s Day marches battle what they have called
a coordinated disinformation campaign against

them, including doctored images and videos circu-
lated online. It has led to blasphemy accusations-a
hugely sensitive issue in Pakistan where allegations
have previously led mobs to attack people.

The organisers of the annual rally have called for
the prime minister to intervene.

In his weekend TV appearance, Khan also
blamed divorce rates in Britain on the “sex, drugs
and rock and roll” culture that began in the 1970s,
when the twice-divorced Khan was gaining a repu-
tation in London as a playboy. —AFP

ISLAMABAD: In this file photo taken on March 8, 2021
activists of the ‘Aurat March’ shout slogans and carry plac-
ards during a rally to mark International Women’s Day in
Islamabad. —AFP

Malaysia’s Najib 
faces bankruptcy 
over $400m tax bill
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s scandal-plagued
former prime minister Najib Razak is facing
bankruptcy for allegedly failing to pay more than
$400 million in taxes, which could bring his polit-
ical career to an end. Najib lost power in 2018
when his  party, which had governed the
Southeast Asian nation for six decades, was
defeated at the polls after he became embroiled
in a financial scandal. 

The leader and his cronies were accused of
stealing billions of dollars from state investment
fund 1MDB, and he has since been convicted and
sentenced to 12 years in jail in the first of several
trials he is facing over the fraud. Last year, a
court ordered Najib-who remains free on bail and

is still an MP-to pay 1.69 billion ringgit ($409
million) in taxes owed between 2011 and 2017. 

Late Tuesday, Najib said that tax officials
issued a notice demanding he settle the bill, plus
additional costs, otherwise they will launch bank-
ruptcy proceedings. If he is declared bankrupt,
the ex-premier will lose his seat in parliament and
be barred from standing in elections.

The 67-year-old insisted he had always paid
his taxes, and that the case against him is politi-
cally motivated.  “I will continue to stand up and
fight against every attempt to bully and intimidate
me by those in power,” he wrote on Facebook,
adding he had asked his lawyers to try to get the
proceedings halted. The tax office declined to
comment.

The prospect of bankruptcy comes as different
factions battle for control of Najib’s party, the
United Malays National Organization, of which he
remains an inf luentia l  member. Despite his
involvement in the 1MDB scandal, Najib is still a
popular f igure, with more than four mil l ion
Facebook followers. He began an appeal against

his conviction over the 1MDB scandal last year.
He denies any wrongdoing.  —AFP

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s former prime minister Najib
Razak (center) arrives at the court of appeal in
Putrajaya. —AFP


