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Kuwait’s Amir receives 
Libyan Prime Minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah who was accompanied 
by visiting Libyan Prime Minister Abdul Hamid 
Mohammed Dbeibeh. The meeting was attended by 
the Minister of Amiri Diwan affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah 

Al-Sabah, President of the Amiri Diwan Sheikh 
Mubarak Faisal Saud Al-Sabah, Deputy President of 
the Amiri Diwan Mohammad Abdullah Mubarak Al-
Sabah, Head of the Honorary Mission Sheikh Talal 
Khaled Ahmad Al-Sabah, Amiri Diwan 
Undersecretary and Director of the Amir Office 
Ahmad Fahad Al-Fahad.  

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir received at 
Bayan Palace yesterday His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. 
His Highness the Amir also received Parliament 
Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem and His Highness 
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. In 
addition, His Highness the Amir received State Audit 

Bureau President Faisal Fahad Al-Shaya, where he 
presented a copy of the Citizens Report of 2020. In 
the meantime, His Highness the Crown Prince 
received Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak, His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled and 
Shaya who presented to him a copy of the Citizens 
Report of 2020.  — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Libyan Prime Minister Abdul 
Hamid Mohammed Dbeibeh. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Kuwait Prime Minister 
receives Libyan counterpart

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah receives 
his Libyan counterpart Abdul Hamid Mohammed Dbeibeh. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
received at Bayan Palace yesterday Prime 
Minister of the Government of National Unity of 
Libya, Abdul Hamid Mohammed Dbeibeh. An 
official reception ceremony was attended by 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense 
Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Justice and 
Minister of State for enhancing transparency 

Abdullah Al-Roumi, Governor of Al-Asimah and 
head of honor mission Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah, chiefs of the Army, Police and 
National Guard, senior state officials, Abdel-
Ahad Mbaki Ambassador of the Republic of 
Senegal and Dean of the Diplomatic Corps in 
Kuwait as well as ambassadors of the two coun-
tries. Prime Minister of the Government of 
National Unity of Libya arrived in the country 
Tuesday on an official visit. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah met yesterday the 
visiting Yemeni Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Expatriates Dr Ahmed Bin Mubarak. During the meet-
ing, both sides reviewed the deep-rooted bilateral 
relations between the two countries, and the latest 
developments in Yemen and the region. Meanwhile, 
Sheikh Dr Ahmed Al-Nasser reiterated Kuwait’s keen-
ness to stand with the unity and stability of Yemen and 
restore security to its territory, and support all efforts 
to reach a peaceful solution in accordance with the 
Gulf initiative and its executive mechanism, and the 
outcome of Yemen’s national dialogue conference and 
the relevant Security Council resolutions. He also 
stressed Kuwait’s support for Saudi Arabia’s new ini-
tiative to end the crisis in Yemen, and the UN-con-
trolled ceasefire to reach the desired political solution, 
adding that Kuwait also condemned the continued 
Houthi attacks on Yemen and Saudi Arabia and the 

targeting of the civilian areas. In the meantime, Bin 
Mubarak explained the latest developments in Yemen, 
expressing great appreciation to Kuwait’s role and 
efforts to support Yemen and alleviate the human suf-
fering of the Yemeni people. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah meets 
Yemeni Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates 
Dr Ahmed Bin Mubarak. — KUNA
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Hamzah was appointed crown prince in 1999 in line 

with his father’s wishes, but Abdullah stripped him of 
the title in 2004 and named his eldest son in Hamzah’s 
place. After claiming he was put under house arrest 
Saturday, Hamzah had made extensive use of traditional 
and social media to lash out against his situation. He 
made accusations of corruption and ineptitude in a 
video message published by the BBC on Saturday. 

But after a statement voicing his loyalty to the king 
on Monday, Abdullah said yesterday that Hamzah had 
offered his support for the monarchy. “Hamzah is now 
with his family in his palace under my protection,” 
Abdullah said the address. “He has committed before 
the (Hashemite) family to follow the path of his parents 
and grandparents, to be faithful to their message, and 
to place the interest of Jordan, its constitution and its 
laws above all other considerations.” 

The crisis had laid bare divisions in a country usual-
ly seen as a bulwark of stability in the Middle East. 
Jordan borders Israel and the occupied West Bank, 
Syria, Iraq and Saudi Arabia. It hosts US troops and is 
home to millions of exiled Palestinians and more than 

half a million Syrian refugees. The monarchy ruling 
Jordan - a country long regarded as a pro-Western 
anchor of stability in a turbulent region - declared it 
was settling the matter “within the framework of the 
Hashemite family”. 

The king’s speech followed orders issued Tuesday 
by Amman prosecutor Hassan al-Abdallat that 
banned the publication of any information about the 
alleged plot in order to keep the security services’ 
investigation secret. Jordan’s media was told to wait 
for official statements before publishing anything 
about those arrested. 

Yesterday’s morning newspaper front pages were 
dominated by the visit of Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal 
bin Farhan with a message from King Salman and 
developments in the coronavirus outbreak ravaging the 
country. Mustafa Al-Riyalat, editor-in-chief of pro-
government newspaper Addustour, said Jordanians “all 
feel reassured, because it’s as if nothing happened”. 

In the streets, Jordanians voiced relief. “When the 
crisis erupted on Saturday, there was no one in the 
streets. People were afraid,” said Shady, 41, who owns 
a clothing store in the capital Amman. “But thank God, 
it was resolved within the royal palace.” 

But Ahmed Awad, of the Phoenix Center for 
Economics and Informatics Studies, warned that the 
crisis was not yet over. “There was a solution within 
the royal family, but not a solution to the political cri-
sis,” he said. “The real political crisis... will continue 
until there are more democratic reforms.” — AFP   
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night curfew to the whole state while capping 

numbers at indoor funerals and weddings to 50 
guests and 100 for outdoors. Chief minister 
Amarinder Singh said it was also a “matter of concern 
that over 85 percent of cases in Punjab are of the UK 
strain, which is more contagious and virulent”. 

Press reports say that hospitals are starting to 
suffer, particularly in Maharashtra. One Pune clinic 
is reportedly giving oxygen support to patients in a 
makeshift waiting area. The All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), one of Delhi’s biggest 
government hospitals, will from today end walk-in 
consultations to minimize infections, reports said. 

The government has so far shied away from reim-
posing a nationwide lockdown after a shutdown in 
March 2020 - one of the world’s toughest - caused 

widespread human and economic misery. Many 
Indians lowered their guard after infections slowed 
sharply in late 2020, with huge crowds thronging 
religious festivals such as the Kumbh Mela which on 
one day last month saw three million attendees. 

Spectators were also allowed at cricket matches 
between India and England in Gujarat, while political 
rallies for state elections have drawn huge crowds, 
including an estimated 800,000 at one event hosted 
by Modi. The government late yesterday expanded 
the sites where vaccinations could take place - cur-
rently concentrated at hospitals and healthcare cen-
ters - to include workplaces that have 100 staff will-
ing to receive a jab, amid growing calls for more 
flexibility to speed up the pace of the rollout. 

India launched its mass vaccination drive in 
mid-January and opened up jabs to the over-45s 
at the start of April. The country has so far admin-
istered almost 90 million shots. But experts say 
that the government’s target of inoculating 300 
million people by August risks being missed with 
many scared to get the injections or complacent 
about the virus. — AFP  
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 the 23-year-old has no idea how he will pay tuition 

fees when his father can barely borrow enough to 
send him rent. Last month, he says his name appeared 
on a list with other Lebanese threatened with expul-
sion if they did not pay up. Lebanon’s parliament 
passed a law last year to help students like him, but 
parents say banks systematically turn them away 
demanding more paperwork. 

In the south of Lebanon, Sleiman’s father said he 
had been to several protests by parents demanding 
help from the Lebanese authorities, but to no avail. 
Without access to his savings, 48-year-old Mousa 
Sleiman has to buy $300 for his son each month on 
the black market at an exorbitant exchange rate. But 
his earnings from his toy and cosmetics store, in 
Lebanese pounds now worth 85 percent less at 
street value, cannot even begin to cover it. “I’ve been 
so worried,” the father of eight said, with his eldest 
son’s April rent due. “I’m going to have to go and 
rack up more debt.” 

One student activist said parents had also sold cars 
and gold jewelry to help their children. Many pin 
blame for Lebanon’s worst financial crisis since the 
1975-1990 civil war on political mismanagement and 
corruption. As the country’s foreign reserves plummet, 
and amid reports of mass capital flight despite curren-
cy controls since 2019, they accuse the ruling class of 
having plundered their savings. 

A law passed last year is supposed to allow parents 
to access $10,000 per student enrolled abroad in 
2019 at the much cheaper official exchange rate. But 
parents say the banks don’t care. “They take our 

requests and dump them in drawers because there’s 
no more money left to send. They stole it,” said 
Sleiman’s father. 

A handful of parents or grandparents have filed 
lawsuits against their banks and won, the latest last 
month. One of them was able last year to transfer 
funds to his sons in France and Spain so they could 
graduate. Sleiman and fellow parents are looking into 
doing the same. And the International Union of 
Lebanese Youth, covering students in 20 countries, 
has started working with volunteer lawyers towards 
filing dozens more cases. 

But lawyer and activist Nizar Sayegh said these 
cases were still rare and complicated by coronavirus 
lockdowns and banks filing appeals. Many families 
also shy away from legal action for fear the banks 
would then close their account, he said. 

In Italy, 20-year-old Reine Kassis said she and fel-
low cash-strapped Lebanese flatmates were having to 
delay breakfast till lunchtime. “We eat toast and 
cheese, then study, study, study until supper,” said the 
mechanical engineering student in Ferrara. She says 
she has received a little help in Italy. But her brother, 
23, had to return from Ukraine to Lebanon to continue 
studying online because he could not afford the rent. 

Their father Maurice Kassis, a retired officer, 
said he was heartbroken. “I only had two children 
so I could spoil them, and educate them properly,” 
the 54-year-old said in the eastern town of Zahle. 
When he retired, he had enough savings stashed 
away in Lebanese pounds to cover both of them 
studying abroad. 

But today, with the collapse of the Lebanese cur-
rency, those pounds would fetch just an eighth of their 
old value in dollars. After he has paid off his home loan 
with his pension each month, he only has the equiva-
lent of $50 left for the whole family. “How do you edu-
cate your children with that?” he asked. “I’m telling 
them to find themselves a future abroad.” — AFP  
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