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News in brief
Iran ship in Red Sea blast 
 
TEHRAN: An Iranian freighter was hit by an 
“explosion” in the Red Sea, Tehran said yester-
day, after the New York Times cited a US official 
as saying Israel had informed Washington it had 
struck the ship in “retaliation for earlier Iranian 
strikes on Israeli vessels”. Iran was at pains to 
stress that the freighter was a civilian ship, 
although other sources said it had been used by 
Iranian commandos as a base for shipping pro-
tection and other duties in the area. Iran’s Tasnim 
news agency reported that the MV Saviz had 
been damaged by “magnetic mines”. — AFP 

Dubai to deport nude group 
 
DUBAI: The emirate of Dubai announced 
Tuesday it will deport a number of people 
arrested for public debauchery after a naked 
photo shoot. Photos and video footage posted 
online last week showed at least 18 foreign 
women posing naked in an apartment in the 
Dubai Marina area. While the UAE is considered 
one of the more open-minded Gulf nations, 
pornography and “any other material that may 
prejudice public morals” is illegal. — AFP 

Show sparks anger in Algeria  
 
ALGIERS: An Algerian reality TV show filmed 
in Dubai is causing a backlash even before hit-
ting the airwaves, with social media users 
demanding a boycott and accusing participants 
of bringing “shame” on the country. “Le DZ a 
Dubai” brings together a group of Algerian 
social media influencers, former models and rap-
pers in a format based on a French show similar 
to Big Brother. But the show, presented by a 
Tunisian Instagram star and starring several 
Algerians from the diaspora in France, has 
sparked rage in Algeria.— AFP 

Survivors suffer mental issues 
 
PARIS: One in three people who overcome 
COVID-19 suffer from a neurological or psychi-
atric diagnosis six months on, according to the 
largest study so far published on the mental toll 
that long-COVID takes on survivors. Authors 
said the research, printed yesterday in The 
Lancet Psychiatry journal, proved that COVID-
19 patients were significantly more likely to 
develop brain conditions than those suffering 
from other respiratory tract infections. — AFP

MP Fadhalah resigns from  
Assembly over disputes

Two MPs question interior ministry over bribes paid by bedoons
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Independent MP Yousef Al-Fadhalah 
yesterday submitted his resignation from the 
National Assembly citing an unfavorable political 
environment and non-stop political feuds in the 
Assembly. The lawmaker claimed that the constitu-
tion and other laws have been violated right since 
the opening session of the new Assembly elected on 
Dec 5, charging that the government has also failed 
to fulfil its promises. 

He said this has resulted in “deepening the strug-
gle between the government and the Assembly and 
plunged the country into continued conflicts and 
disputes”, which harmed national interests. Fadhalah 
also criticized what happened in last week’s 
Assembly session which was boycotted by 32 MPs, 
“when the constitution was violated by postponing 
current and future grillings against the prime minis-
ter, which is unprecedented in the history of the 
Assembly”. 

The lawmaker was one of just 18 MPs along 

with the 16 Cabinet ministers who attended the 
session, securing a slight majority that allowed the 
new Cabinet to take oath. According to the law, 
the resignation will be discussed by the Assembly 
only after 10 days. The Assembly will provide 
Fadhalah with an opportunity to reconsider his 
decision, but if he insists, the Assembly will accept 
the resignation.  

Last week, Fadhalah called on all opposition MPs 
to submit their resignations together, which could 
force the dissolution of the Assembly. The constitu-
tional court yesterday rejected all petitions chal-
lenging the results of the Assembly elections held in 
December. This means that the membership of all 
MPs has been sanctioned by the court. 

Meanwhile, two opposition lawmakers yesterday 
sent questions to the interior minister about actions 
it has taken regarding allegations that top ministry 
officials had received millions of dollars in bribes 
from stateless people or bedoons to issue travel 
documents for them. MP Khaled Al-Otaibi said the 
US Department of State report on human rights 

released on March 30 
stated that “the ministry 
of interior revealed that 
approximately 17,000 
bedoons had paid KD 
3,000 each in bribes 
between 2014 and 2018 
to obtain article 17 pass-
ports (travel documents)”. 

Otaibi said since the 
ministry has not denied 
the report, he asked if 
the ministry is aware 
about the network selling 
those passports and when the ministry confirmed 
the report. He also asked for the names of officials 
involved in the scandal and their ranks, and what 
legal measures have been taken against them. He 
inquired if those involved have been suspended 
and if the ministry had initiated cases against them 
with the anti-corruption authority and the public 
prosecution. 

MP Muhannad Al-Sayer said the US report men-
tioned that an assistant undersecretary has been 
held in connection with the case. Sayer asked if the 
ministry has launched an investigation into the case 
and what was the outcome, and if the ministry has 
filed a complaint at the public prosecution, demand-
ing documents proving the answer. He asked if the 
sheikh was held in connection with this case or oth-
er cases and if the ministry has revealed the net-
work assisting him. 

Separately, Health Ministry Spokesman Dr 
Abdullah Al-Sanad announced yesterday that 1,517 
new coronavirus infections, 1,325 recoveries and six 
deaths were recorded over the past 24 hours. Total 
infections rose to 241,469 and the death toll to 
1,379, he said, adding total recoveries climbed to 
226,026. He said 207 patients are being treated in 
intensive care units, while 14,064 cases are in hospi-
tals. The number of tests conducted over the past 24 
hours hit 10,432, taking total tests to 2,121,475, 
Sanad said. The ratio of infections to swabs over the 
past 24 hours reached 14.5 percent.  

Yousef Al-Fadhalah

Jordanian King Abdullah II

KOLKATA: Protesters display placards near the Election Commission office yes-
terday demanding the halt of the state legislative election and campaign rallies 
amidst the rising number of COVID-19 cases. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Relatives of Lebanese students studying abroad demonstrate out-
side the headquarters of the Banque du Liban (Lebanese Central Bank) 
yesterday. — AFP 

AMMAN: Jordan’s King Abdullah broke his silence 
yesterday to tell his nation that the worst political cri-
sis in decades sparked by an alleged plot involving his 
half-brother Prince Hamzah was over. The govern-
ment had accused Hamzah - a former crown prince 
who was sidelined as heir to the throne in 2004 - of 
involvement in a conspiracy to “destabilize the king-
dom’s security” and arrested at least 16 people. 

But Abdullah said yesterday that Hamzah, who has 

signed a letter pledging his loyalty to the king follow-
ing mediation by an uncle, was safe in his palace 
under his “protection”. “I assure you, that the sedi-
tion has been nipped in the bud,” Abdullah said in an 
address read out in his name on state television, a 
day after an official news blackout on the affair. 

“The challenge of these last days was not the most 
dangerous for the stability of the country - but it was 
the most painful for me because the parties involved 
in this sedition were from home and from outside,” he 
said. It was not clear whether the king was referring 
to actors external to the royal family or to the king-
dom. Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi on Sunday had 
charged that the plotters had linked up with foreign 
parties, but had declined to identify them. 
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NEW DELHI: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s home state Gujarat 
became the latest to tighten coron-
avirus curbs yesterday as India’s 
infections surged to a record of 
almost 116,000 new cases in 24 hours. 
Experts blame the country’s fresh 
wave on people ignoring guidelines 
and attending huge religious and 
political events, as well as weddings 
and cricket matches in recent months. 

India has now recorded 12.8 million 
cases, the third-highest behind the 

United States and Brazil, although 
those nations have much smaller pop-
ulations. More than 166,000 Indians 
have died. Maharashtra, the worst-hit 
state and home to megacity Mumbai, 
has imposed a night curfew and 
weekend lockdowns are due to begin 
on Friday evening. 

New Delhi imposed night curfews 
from Tuesday, and yesterday, Gujarat 
in western India extended after-dark 
restrictions to 20 cities and banned 
large social and political gatherings. 
“We have also extended the timing of 
night curfew from 8 pm to 6 am... This 
will be in force until April 30,” Gujarat 
chief minister Vijay Rupani said in a 
video message. The northern state of 
Punjab yesterday ordered a ban on 
political gatherings and extended a  
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BEIRUT: Lebanese medical student 
Mohammad Sleiman travelled to 
Belarus to become the first doctor in 
his family, but he now fears his coun-
try’s economic crisis is going to get 
him expelled. “I’ve got a future and 
I’m working towards it,” the 23-year-
old said from his bedroom in the cap-
ital Minsk, a dreamcatcher hanging 
on the wall behind him. “But if they 
throw me out of university, my future 

will be lost. And it’ll be the Lebanese 
state’s fault.” 

As Lebanese banks forbid deposi-
tors from transferring their own mon-
ey abroad, thousands of students who 
went abroad to pursue studies they 
could not afford at home are among 
the hardest hit. Students told AFP 
they had moved into cheaper accom-
modation, taken on jobs or even cut 
back on meals. Some had been forced 
to fly home to Lebanon, with no idea 
how to return to their studies. 

Sleiman said he was so stressed 
about money that he could hardly 
concentrate in class. Back home, his 
family’s dollar savings have been 
trapped in the bank since 2019, and 
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