
Tuesday, April 6, 2021

3
L o c a l

Established 1961 

Kuwait curfew:
What you need
to know
KUWAIT: Kuwait imposed a one-month par-
tial curfew from 6:00 pm to 5:00 am starting
from March 7, 2021 to help curb the sharp
increase in COVID-19 cases registered in
recent weeks. During the curfew hours, phar-
macies, medical stores, co-operative societies
and supermarkets are allowed to continue
operation only through delivery services, while
restaurants and cafes are allowed to deliver
food from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm every day.
Also during the curfew, people are allowed to
go to Fajr, Maghreb and Isha prayers at
mosques only by walking, and the government
later allowed people to practice walking and
jogging from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. The gov-
ernment meanwhile allowed salons and health
clubs to reopen during the day after a one-
month closure but kept restaurants and cafes
closed except for drive-through and delivery
services. Meanwhile, taxis are allowed to carry
only two passengers.

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry
launched a booking service, allowing people
to shop from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm during the
curfew hours. The service is valid for all co-
ops and supermarkets around Kuwait. To
book an appointment, a shopper should visit
www.moci.shop, enter the required informa-
tion (civil ID number and serial number, con-
tact number and email address), the reason for
appointment (food supply center) and the
time and date of the appointment. The shop-
per would then receive a barcode to show
once they reach the shopping center.

Where to obtain a curfew pass?
Citizens and residents that need a pass dur-

ing the curfew hours to leave their homes can
apply for a pass at https://www.paci.gov.kw/.
The pass is available for those in need of
emergency medical treatment, doctor’s visits,
blood donation, COVID-19 swabs and
COVID-19 vaccinations.

Co-op delivery during curfew hours
During curfew hours, co-ops, grocery stores

and other markets will be allowed to offer deliv-
ery services. Most co-ops will accept orders via
delivery. Here is an incomplete list of co-op
WhatsApp numbers. Each co-op will be respon-
sible for deciding if and when they provide deliv-
ery services and not all may be providing. 

Omariya Co-op
WhatsApp 6041-0067

Farwaniya Co-op
WhatsApp 6767-8211

Qairawan Co-op
WhatsApp 9000-3749

Jahra Co-op
WhatsApp 5160-2458

Abdulla Al-Mubarak Co-op
WhatsApp 6066-6338

Nuzha Co-op
WhatsApp 9784-5531

Khaitan Co-op
WhatsApp 6777-9745

Ardhiya Co-op
WhatsApp 6902-0779

Rabiya Co-op
WhatsApp 2438-8316

Wafra Farm Co-op
Tel: 9883-5245 / 5170-0085

Salmiya Co-op
Tel: 22253225

Jabriya Co-op
Tel: 1805-353
WhatsApp 6566-6084

Rawdha & Hawally
WhatsApp 9662-2883

Shaab Co-op
WhatsApp 9090-4455

Wafra Co-op
WhatsApp 5055-0539

Keifan Co-op
WhatsApp 5178-1719

Rehab Co-op
WhatsApp 9222-2358

Mishref Co-op
WhatsApp 5055-9900

Faiha Co-op
Tel: 1861-000
WhatsApp 9098-6000

Rumaithiya Co-op
WhatsApp 6066-0045

Bayan Co-op
WhatsApp 9004-2500

Fahaheel Co-op
WhatsApp 5178-9951

Adan & Qusour Co-op
Tel: 5034-3111 / 6593-3975

Salam Co-op
WhatsApp 9788-7832

KUWAIT: With a worrying increase in
COVID-19 cases in Kuwait, there have been
marked changes in the residents’ habit as more
of them now avoid going to public places and
fill their needs by online shopping.

Modhi Al-Otaibi, a 46-year-old retiree from
the Kuwaiti Ministry of Electricity, said she
purchases her grocery from online sites, and all
the needed items such as vegetables, fruits,
bread, cheese and clothes are just a click away.

For Hamad Al-Enzi, a 35-year-old employee
of a local bank, the hands-on visit to the old Al-
Mubarakiya market for meat is no longer nec-
essary, because his mobile phone serves him
well in ordering meat directly from the supplier
Al-Mawashi company.

Currently, it comes as no surprise to see
many delivery trucks loaded with goods travel-
ling across Kuwait. “This scene was imposed by
the coronavirus outbreak and encouraged by
companies which provided and developed their
online services for customers, and competed
through their offers,” Khalid Al-Otaibi, vice-
president of the Kuwait Union of Consumer
Cooperative Societies, told Xinhua. E-shopping
saves time and effort and provides safety in
such circumstances of COVID-19, Otaibi said.

Research showed that the online grocery in
Kuwait exceeded $500 million in 2020, with
expectations of a further jump to more than
$700 million by the end of 2021, an impres-
sive fact for a country known for its commer-
cial complexes which were almost always
crowded before the coronavirus outbreak.

Tamadur Al-Saleh, who works for the
Kuwaiti Ministry of Education as a teacher, told
Xinhua that she was a shopaholic like most of
the people in the country. “Before the coron-
avirus, I would go to Avenues Mall (the largest

shopping mall in Kuwait) at least twice a week,
to keep up with the new trend and fashion and
buy whatever suits me,” she said.

However, her fear of getting infected led her
to buy new collections online from the famous
clothing stores that have activated their web-
sites and social media accounts with discounts
to attract more customers.

Nadine Aref, a 37-year-old Jordanian who
works for a private company in Kuwait, told
Xinhua that she has become more economical
in spending money amid the instability of the
labor market and the high risk of being laid off,
and turned to a grocery app to buy vegetables
and fruits. “I spend about KD 10 ($33) a week
in buying vegetables and fruits through this

app,” Aref said. “Their service is very good and
fast, and it allows me to save time and avoid
exposure to the risk of infection, in addition to
a very competitive price,” she added.

Maitham Al-Shakhs, a Kuwaiti economic
analyst, told Xinhua that consumer goods have
played a major role in promoting e-commerce
in Kuwait after coronavirus changed the peo-
ple’s purchase behavior and motivated them to
buy online.

He expected the delivery applications and
electronic website services to expand in the
future to include other sectors such as mainte-
nance services if the current anti-coronavirus
precautionary measures continue. — Xinhua

Exemptions to 
over-60 expat 
ban mulled
KUWAIT: Informed sources said
there is a possibility to exclude those
who were born in Kuwait and who
have reached the age of 60 but do not
have a university degree from the ban
on renewal of work permits, which will
be decided by the director general of
the Public Authority for Manpower.
The sources said the amendments are
still under study and no decision has
been made so far in this regard.

They added that senior PAM offi-
cials are also discussing exempting
those who have lived in Kuwait for
more than 30 years. They said spe-
cialists and labor directors at PAM
presented several recommendations
with regards to the decision, including
imposing a fee of KD 3,000 for

renewing the work permit annually,
which was reduced after discussion to
KD 2,000, but this has not been
adopted yet.

The most notable amendments to
the over-60 ban decision include
exempting those born in Kuwait;
those who have been living in Kuwait
for more than 30 years; comprehen-
sive private health insurance, in addi-
tion to government insurance for the
elderly; special fee for work permits
for this group which will be doubled
annually; and coordinating with the
interior ministry to ease transfers to
dependent visas for this group. PAM
had said Sunday that a final decision
is expected to be announced within a
couple of weeks.

In January, Kuwait began imple-
ment ing  a  ban on  work permi t
renewals of expatriates aged 60
who do not  ho ld  un ivers i ty
degrees. More than 70,000 work-
ers are set to leave Kuwait  this
year due to the ban, according to
Kuwaiti media. — Al-Qabas

KUWAIT: Undersecretary of
Kuwait’s Ministry of Interior (MoI)
Lieutenant General Essam Al-
Naham underlined yesterday the
importance of unifying security
efforts among the countries of the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC),
through cooperation and coordina-
tion between various security sec-
tors to deal with crime in all its
forms. Naham made these remarks
in a speech at the 11th meeting of
MoI’s undersecretaries in the GCC
countries, held in Riyadh, through
video conferencing. A statement
issued by MoI’s General
Department of Security Relations
and Media said that Al-Naham
welcomed in his speech the secre-

taries of the Interior Ministries in
the GCC countries, stressing the
depth of security relations between
them and the continuous coordina-
tion to reach the Gulf security inte-
gration that everyone seeks. He
thanked and showed gratitude to
the Secretariat General of the GCC
for their great efforts in strength-
ening joint Gulf security coordina-
tion and cooperation. The meeting
discussed common security issues
that contribute to strengthening
the process of joint Gulf security
cooperation in the GCC countries,
identifying the latest develop-
ments in the region, and coordi-
nating efforts as required at the
current stage. — KUNA

MoI underscores importance
of uniting GCC security efforts 

Online shopping booms in
Kuwait amid COVID-19 fears


