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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Seif Palace 
yesterday Dr Ahmad Mohammad Al-Khatib. In oth-
er news, His Highness the Amir sent a cable of con-
dolences to the Indonesian 
President Joko Widodo 
over the victims of floods 
and landslides that struck 
parts of Indonesia and East 
Timor. His Highness the 
Amir prayed to Allah 
Almighty to bestow mercy 
on the souls of victims, 
wishing a speedy recovery 
to those injured. His 
Highness the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah sent similar cables. 

Separately, His Highness Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah told Jordan’s King 
Abdullah II in a phone call on Sunday that Kuwait 
stands alongside Jordan and supports all the meas-

ures it takes to keep its 
security and stability 
intact. Describing bilater-
al relations as tight-knit, 
His Highness the Crown 
Prince said the security 
of the Hashemite 
Kingdom is closely inter-
twined with Kuwait’s, 
wishing Amman contin-
ued development and 
prosperity. In return, the 
Jordanian king thanked 

His Highness the Crown Prince for the gracious ges-
ture, saying his genuine emotions are indicative of 
the close bond the two countries share. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Dr Ahmad Mohammad 
Al-Khatib. — Amiri Diwan photo

KUWAIT: Vendors display dates, a popular Ramadan commodity, for sale at Souq Mubarakiya yesterday as people around Kuwait prepare for the holy month. — Xinhua 

NEW DELHI: India’s worst-hit state ramped up 
its coronavirus restrictions as nationwide the daily 
infections exceeded 100,000 for the first time yes-
terday. The United States is the only nation that has 
regularly registered so many cases in one day. 
Brazil recorded triple digits once in March. In India, 
hopes at the start of the year that the outbreak may 
be subsiding in the vast nation of 1.3 billion people 
have been dashed in recent weeks as a fresh wave 
pushed the national total to 12.5 million infections 
and 165,000 deaths. 

Maharashtra, the worst-hit state and home to 
India’s financial and entertainment capital Mumbai, 

recorded nearly 60,000 cases in the last 24 hours. 
Struggling state authorities on Sunday tightened 
the evening curfew to allow only people involved in 
essential services out of their homes from 8:00 pm 
to 7:00 am. The region of 110 million people will 
also see weekend lockdowns, with gatherings of 
over four people banned and places of worship and 
restaurants shut. 

In Mumbai over the weekend, one of 
Bollywood’s biggest stars, Akshay Kumar, became 
the latest celebrity to test positive. Yesterday, 
shooting of the religious epic “Ram Setu” that 
Kumar was making was halted after 45 crewmem-
bers also tested positive. “How long shooting 
remains halted depends on Akshay Kumar’s recov-
ery. We can replace all our crewmembers, but we 
cannot replace the star of the film,” Ashok Dubey 
from the Federation of Western India Cine 
Employees told AFP. Kumar, 53, tweeted meanwhile 
that he had been hospitalized “as a precautionary 
measure under medical advice”. 

Awareness  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government is 

anxious to avoid imposing a new national lockdown 
after a shutdown in March 2020 caused wide-
spread human and economic misery. Modi on 
Sunday chaired a high-level meeting and a state-
ment afterwards announced an awareness cam-
paign from April 6-14 “with emphasis on 100-per-
cent mask usage, personal hygiene and sanitation 
at public places/workplaces and health facilities”. 

In the capital New Delhi, the chief minister has 
ruled out a new lockdown despite the surge in cas-
es. Police say they are issuing more fines to people 
not wearing masks. “The fear of COVID-19 has 
gone away. Most people don’t wear masks proper-
ly, including many of my passengers,” auto-rick-
shaw driver Surjit Singh, 68, told AFP. 

Rajesh Mohan Bindlish, 34, a bank executive in 
Noida outside the capital, said that police should 
be stricter but that the government should avoid 
another lockdown. “The economy will be hit very 

hard and it won’t be good for all of us. We can’t 
afford to disrupt our economic recovery as so 
many jobs depend on it,” Bindlish told AFP. “The 
cases have risen because the people outside 
became too lax about the entire situation. If fines 
are increased and there is strictness in their imple-
mentation, things will improve,” he said. 

India has so far administered almost 80 million 
vaccine shots. Last week, it opened up vaccinations 
to all those over 45 years old to speed up its flag-
ging national inoculation drive. India is using two 
shots for its drive, a locally produced version of the 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, and Covaxin, which 
was developed by domestic firm Bharat Biotech. 

Yesterday, New Delhi-based Panacea Biotec 
said it had reached an agreement with the backer 
of the Sputnik V coronavirus vaccine, the Russian 
Direct Investment Fund, to produce 100 million 
doses in India each year. The new deal brings 
Sputnik V’s total production agreements in India to 
852 million doses. — AFP 
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AMMAN: Jordan’s Prince Hamzah, accused of a 
“wicked” plot against his elder half-brother King 
Abdullah II, has struck a defiant tone, insisting he will 
not obey orders restricting his movement. The govern-
ment has accused Hamzah of involvement in a seditious 
conspiracy to “destabilize the kingdom’s security”, 
placed him under house arrest and detained at least 16 
more people. 

But 41-year-old Hamzah, who says he has been 
ordered to stay inside his Amman palace, vowed he 
would defy limits on his movement and communications, 
in an audio recording posted on Twitter late Sunday. “I 
don’t want to make moves and escalate now, but of 
course I’m not going to obey when they say you can’t go 
out, you can’t tweet, you can’t communicate with people, 
you’re only allowed to see your family,” he said. 

Hamzah - a former crown prince who was stripped 
of that title by Abdullah in 2004 - has emerged as a 
vocal critic of the monarchy, accusing Jordan’s leader-
ship of corruption, nepotism and authoritarian rule. In 
a video he sent to the BBC Saturday, he bemoaned 
“incompetence that has been prevalent in our govern-
ing structure for the last 15 to 20 years and has been 
getting worse”. He charged that “no-one is able to 
speak or express opinion on anything without being 
bullied, arrested, harassed and threatened”. 

 
‘Wicked slander’  

Hamzah denied being involved in any “nefarious” 
plot, but said he had been placed under house arrest, 
with his phone and internet cut, by Jordan’s military 
chief, General Youssef Huneiti. In the recording 
released Sunday, Hamzah said that “when the head of 
the joint chiefs of staff comes and tells you this... I think 
it’s kind of unacceptable”. 

He added that when Huneiti visited his home, “I 
recorded what he said and sent it to my friends abroad 
and to my family, in case anything happens”. According 
to residents, the internet has been cut off for two days 
in the posh district of Dabouq, in the west of the capital 

Amman, where Prince Hamzah and other royals live. 
King Abdullah, 59, named Hamzah crown prince in 

1999, in line with their father’s dying wish, but stripped 
him of that title five years later and named his own son 
Prince Hussein, now 26, heir to the throne. Hamzah’s 
mother, American-born Queen Noor, defended her 
son, tweeting that she was “praying that truth and jus-
tice will prevail for all the innocent victims of this 
wicked slander”. 

Analyst Ahmad Awad said the turbulent events 
were “a first” in Jordan’s history. “This is the beginning 
of a crisis and not the end,” said the head of the Phenix 
Center for Economic and Informatics research insti-
tute in Amman. “This shows that there is a need for 
political, economic and democratic reforms.” 

 
Linchpin of stability  

The crisis has laid bare divisions in a country usual-
ly seen as a bulwark of stability in the Middle East. 
Washington, major Gulf powers, Egypt and the Arab 
League were all quick to pledge their support for 
Abdullah and all his steps to ensure stability, and a 
similar message came from Russia yesterday. Jordan 
has only about 10 million people, but outsized strate-

gic importance in a turbulent region.  
It borders Israel and the occupied West Bank, 

Syria, Iraq and Saudi Arabia, hosts US troops and is 
home to millions of exiled Palestinians and more than 
half a million Syrian refugees. The Washington Post 
had first reported Saturday that Hamzah had been 
“placed under restriction” amid a probe into an 
alleged plot. 

“This sedition was nipped in the bud,” Jordan’s 
Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi said Sunday, charging 
that the plotters had linked up with foreign parties “to 
carry out wicked plans” to destabilize the kingdom. 
Among those arrested were a former finance minister, 
Bassem Awadallah, who was chief of the royal court in 
2007-08, and Sherif Hassan bin Zaid, a junior member 
of the royal family. 

Safadi declined to identify the alleged foreign 
parties, but also charged that an individual “with 
links to foreign intelligence services” had offered 
to spirit Hamzah’s wife out of the country by plane. 
An Israeli who said he is a close friend of Hamzah, 
Roy Shaposhnik, said he had “extended an invita-
tion for the prince’s wife and children to stay at his 
home in Europe”.  — AFP 
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