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MIAMI: Ashleigh Barty insisted she is a worthy
world number one on Saturday after defeating
Bianca Andreescu to retain her Miami Open
crown. The 24-year-old Australian star served
notice of her determination to be a force this sea-
son with a 6-3, 4-0 victory as Andreescu retired
with a foot injury in the second set.

Barty — who had already been assured of hold-
ing on to her No 1 ranking before Saturday’s final
— has faced sniping from some players over her
continued presence at top spot. The Queenslander
has benefited from a tweak into the way rankings
are calculated which takes into account the dis-
ruption caused by last year’s pandemic shutdown.

However, Barty shrugged off the criticism on
Saturday following her Miami win, rejecting a sug-
gestion that her latest title “proved” she deserved
her No 1 status. “I never have to prove anything to
anyone,” Barty said. “I know all the work that I do
with my team behind the scenes. I know there has
been a lot of talk about the ranking, but I didn’t
play at all last year and I didn’t improve any of my
points whatsoever. Yes, I didn’t drop, but I didn’t
improve any. I didn’t play any at all. There were
girls who had the chance to improve theirs, so I felt
like I thoroughly deserve my spot at the top of the
rankings.”

Barty, the 2019 French Open champion, has held
the No 1 ranking since September of that year,
despite skipping the rescheduled US and French
Opens in 2020 to remain in Australia. “The year we

had in 2019 was incredible, incredible for us, and,
you know, to be able to build on that now since the
restart for us has been great,” Barty said. “We
come out here and do the best that we can regard-
less of what anyone is saying. So I never feel like I
have to prove anything to anyone.”

Barty added that she was unfazed by critics
who have suggested that Naomi Osaka — winner
of last year’s US Open and this year’s Australian
Open — was more deserving of No 1 status.
“Everyone is entitled to their own opinion. That’s
absolutely fine. I can’t control what anyone else
thinks or what anyone else says. I feel like we
deserve to be top of the rankings,” she said. “It
doesn’t ever really get to me. I mean, it’s just what
people say and I can’t change their opinion, so it
doesn’t stress me out at all.”

Barty, who opted to remain in Australia last year
after the WTA season resumed following the pan-
demic shutdown, is now looking forward to a
crowded schedule. She will play the WTA event in
Charleston next week as part of preparations for
the European clay court season where she will
play in Madrid, Stuttgart and Rome before aiming
to regain her French Open title at Roland Garros.

“In 2019 throughout each week that I played, I
felt like I got better and better on the clay and
obviously grew in confidence and grew in experi-
ence,” Barty said. “If it turns out we have a great
clay court season, that’s fantastic, and if we don’t,
then it’s not the end of the world.” —AFP

Australian star victorious after injury forced Andreescu to retire

‘I deserve No. 1 ranking,’ says
Barty after Miami Open win

MIAMI GARDENS: Ashleigh Barty of Australia poses with the winner’s trophy after defeating Bianca
Andreescu of Canada during the final of the Miami Open at Hard Rock Stadium on Saturday in Miami
Gardens, Florida. —AFP

Suggs nails clutch three
at buzzer as Bulldogs
keep perfect season alive
LOS ANGELES: Jalen Suggs banked in a jaw-drop-
ping buzzer beater in overtime as Gonzaga
University kept their quest for an unbeaten NCAA
championship season alive with a stunning 93-90
win over UCLA on Saturday.

Suggs caught an inbounds pass deep in the
Bulldogs end then raced up the court before pulling
up and launching a desperation three pointer from
near midcourt that hit the backboard and dropped
in, sparking a wild celebration at the Lucas Oil
Stadium in Indianapolis, Indiana.

The 19-year-old Suggs celebrated by running
across the court and jumping up with his jubilant
teammates right behind him. “I have always wanted
to run up on the table like Kobe and D-Wade. To be
able to do that is crazy,” said Suggs. The victory
advances Gonzaga to Monday’s NCAA champi-
onship game against Baylor University, who routed
Houston University 78-59 in the other Final Four
matchup earlier Saturday.

The Bulldogs are the first team since Indiana
State in 1979 to take an undefeated record into the
US college title game. Indiana was also the last
undefeated champ in 1976. “I got in as many drib-
bles as I can to get as close as I could,” American
Suggs said. “I put it up. It’s crazy. I don’t have the
words right now. We are turning dreams into reality.”

Top ranked Gonzaga is 31-0 but Saturday’s
thrilling nail biter ended their American college
record of 27 consecutive wins by double figures.
“This is the greatest team I have been a part of. We
trust each other. When we get out here and play

together we can achieve anything,” Suggs said.
Gonzaga coach Mark Few said he had a hunch

that freshman Suggs’ 30 footer was going in when it
left his hands. “I knew when he shot it that it was
going in. He has this magical touch around him. To
do it on the biggest stage is just awesome,” said
Few, who was named coach of the year on Friday.
“We had to dig as deep as we have had to in quite a
while. It was just a great college basketball game. I

know we got a lucky half courter at the end.”
UCLA came within a whisker of the biggest

upset in NCAA Final Four history, as it appeared for
a while that their Cinderella run through the tourna-
ment was going to continue. Suggs’ winner came
immediately after Bruins Johnny Juzang’s putback
basket with 3.3 seconds left to tie the score at 90-
90. “It was quite a chess match going on out there,”
Few said. —AFP

INDIANAPOLIS: Jalen Suggs of the Gonzaga Bulldogs shoots a game-winning three point basket in over-
time to defeat the UCLA Bruins 93-90 during the 2021 NCAA Final Four semifinal at Lucas Oil Stadium on
Saturday in Indianapolis, Indiana. —AFP

Reds beat Cardinals
in game marked by
fourth-inning scuffle
LOS ANGELES: Cincinnati’s Nick
Castellanos, irked after he took a pitch
to the ribs, couldn’t resist a post-run
preen that sparked an extended scuffle
in the Reds’ 9-6 Major League Baseball
victory over the St Louis Cardinals on
Saturday. The Reds were up 6-2 when
Cardinals pitcher Jake Woodford drilled
Castellanos with a fastball to his midriff.

Castellanos showed his displeasure
to Woodford and Cardinals catcher
Yadier Molina by picking up the ball
and offering it to the pitcher — a ges-
ture that put the Cards on edge. “I
mean, look, I wore (92 mph) in the
ribs,” Castellanos said. “That don’t
exactly feel good, you know? All right,
it’s an accident. I take my stuff off. I
even asked the pitcher if he wanted the
ball back. I go to first and the only
thing I’m thinking about is scoring.”

Woodford said hitting Castellanos
was unintentional, that his sinker got

away from him. So he and his St Louis
teammates were angered later in the
inning when Woodford’s wild pitch
past Molina scored Castellanos from
third base.

After sliding home headfirst,
Castellanos stood and flexed his mus-
cles over Woodford, who had raced in
to cover home plate. “I dove,”
Castellanos said. “I felt him kind of land
on my side. I saw the umpire said safe. I
stood up and said, ‘Let’s (expletive) go’
and I walked off.”

That prompted Molina to shove
Castellanos from behind, with both
dugouts and bullpens soon emptying.
“What I saw was a really aggressive, big
base running play by Nick,” Reds man-
ager Dave Bell said. “I know he got up,
he was excited. I saw him celebrate a lit-
tle bit. Then I saw him walk off, walk
away, and the next thing I knew, I saw a
lot of people running on the field.”

The drama was dying down when
Cardinals reliever Jordan Hicks pushed
Red shortstop Eugenio Suarez in the
outfield. St Louis manager Mike Schildt
was among those trying to restore order
on the outfield grass, as Castellanos and

Molina remained in the infield talking.
Castellanos declined to elaborate on

the conversation. “That’s between me
and Yadi,” he said. “Like I said, yo, that
guy could have punched me in the face.
I’d still ask him for a signed jersey. I’ve

got nothing but respect for that cat,
bro.” Castellanos was the only player
ejected from the game, with umpiring
crew chief Jim Reynolds saying that
after scoring he “re-engaged the pitcher
in unnecessary fashion.” —AFP

CINCINNATI: The Cincinnati Reds and St. Louis Cardinals fight in the fourth
inning over a run by Nick Castellanos of the Cincinnati Reds at Great
American Ball Park on Saturday in Cincinnati, Ohio. —AFP

Embiid returns to
power 76ers past
Timberwolves
LOS ANGELES: Joel Embiid scored 24 points
in his return from a 10-game injury absence to
lift the Philadelphia 76ers to a 122-113 win over
the Minnesota Timberwolves on Saturday.
Embiid added eight rebounds and three blocks
in his first game since suffering a bruised left
knee during the 76ers 127-101 win over the
Washington Wizards last month. 

“It felt great,” said Embiid who played with
his knee heavily bandaged. “Just trying to get
my rhythm back. I’m going to blame the brace I
was wearing. I just felt like I didn’t have my
rhythm all game. It felt like I wasn’t smooth. I
hate the brace.”

Tobias Harris scored a team high 32 points,
Shake Milton and Ben Simmons each had 14
points and Seth Curry added 13 for the 76ers,
who have won 12 of their last 15 contests. The
76ers beat the Timberwolves for the eighth
consecutive time, shooting 42 percent from
beyond the arc and 50 percent from the field.

Still head coach Doc Rivers wasn’t happy.
“We won the game, but I wasn’t thrilled how
we played,” Rivers said. “It was one of those
sloppy, ugly games. We had so many chances
to put the game away, but we refused to do
that tonight.”

Karl-Anthony Towns tallied 39 points and 14
rebounds for the Timberwolves, who have lost
seven of their last nine games. Towns could have
added to his totals but he fouled out of the
game. Anthony Edwards chipped in 27 points.

Doncic’s Mavericks beat Wizards
Elsewhere, the Dal las Mavericks used

another solid defensive performance to hold
their opponent to under 100 points for the
second game in a row as they capped a five-
game road trip with a 109-87 win over the
Washington Wizards. Luka Doncic finished
with 26 points, Jalen Brunson came off the
bench to score 19 as the Mavs posted their
fourth straight win.

All five Maverick starters scored in double-
figures, including Boban Marjanovic who tal-
lied 15 points, 12 rebounds. Marjanovic was
starting in place of Kristaps Porzingis, who
was given the night off because Dallas was
playing two straight days. Tim Hardaway
scored 16 points, making consecutive threes in
the fourth quarter that gave the Mavericks a
dominating 19 point lead which ended the
Wizards comeback hopes.

Dallas held two Wizard starters Alex Len
and Garrison Mathews scoreless and they
snapped Russell Westbrook’s consecutive
triple double streak at four games. Westbrook
finished with 26 points and 14 rebounds as
Washington also shot just five of 25 from
beyond the arc.

With NBA-leading scorer Bradley Beal
sidelined for a fourth straight game due to a
hip contusion and Rui Hachimura out with a
shoulder injury, the Wizards were without two
of their top three scorers. Also, Donovan
Mitchell scored 22 points, including six threes,
as the Utah Jazz beat the Orlando Magic 137-
91 in Salt Lake City.

Joe Ingles and Bojan Bogdanovic each
scored 17 points, while Jordan Clarkson came
off the bench to score 15 as the Jazz won their
ninth straight and 22nd in a row at home. Utah
set an NBA record with 18 three-pointers in
the first half, surpassing the 2018 Golden State
Warriors. —AFP

Redbull opens
registration for
2021 Flagship Runs
KUWAIT: Are you getting excited? We would be delighted to have
you lining up at the starting line in May. We are working on a lot of
new features for our app that will bring everyone involved even clos-
er together while running. Our audio experience will inform, enter-
tain and motivate you in real time. It’s something to look forward to!
Besides the app run, there will also be the possibility to participate
in 12 Flagship Runs next year, depending on prevailing conditions.


